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Volunteers–– 

We Can’t Function Without ‘Em! 
I want to start out this column with a quick “heads up” of a major 

change that has taken place within the PNR staff. Long-time Office Manager 
Ed Liesse has decided to retire. Just the other day, Ed stated that, although 
he has loved doing this critical work for the Region, he feels it is time to step 
down. Please see President Jeff Herrmann’s more detailed announcement on 
p.4. And please, if you get a chance, thank Ed for his tremendous contribu-
tions and commitment. What an inspiring example of volunteerism! 

James Keena (4th Division) has stepped forward and taken on Ed’s re-
sponsibilities. Many thanks, James! We all appreciate your willingness to help 
fulfill this vital position for the Region. 

Other announcements in this issue: Kurt Laidlaw, Host Committee 
Chair, provides an update on the 2023 PNR Convention, Prairie Line Expe-
rience. Click on the website’s Activities tab and you’ll see there are nearly 60 
clinics planned plus at least 18 layout tours and operating sessions. It’s look-
ing to be a great convention! Jack Hamilton, MMR, shares an article about 
attending the convention and one explaining in more detail the Modeling 
With the Masters clinics. You really should consider signing up for the 
MWTM clinic in Tacoma. These are a great hands-on modeling experience. 

The PNR Announcements section also includes Dave Liesse’s call for nom-
inations for the PNR President’s Award. Review the nomination process and 
then submit your nomination(s) to Dave by March 31st. 

The In Memoriam section (p.7) lists PNR members who have recently 
passed away. Our sincere condolences to the family and friends of all these 
members. The PNR’s newest members are listed on p.8. Be sure to welcome 
these folks, invite them to your activities, and broaden your circle of friends to 
include them. Note that we’re not aiming for the minimum radius here. 

This edition has five feature articles, beginning on p.9 with Charlie Hut-
to’s Quartzville Railroad (Train in a Shed). Next are two modeling articles: 
Building an HO Scale Tamper, by Dave Audley; and A Blue Box Delight?? by 
Rick Martin. Then we begin a three-part series by Bob Parrish, MMR, titled 
Life with a Railroader––How My Dad Caused Me to be Like This. We close the 
Features section with an article by Craig Ehlert (Ferroequinology 101). Craig de-
scribes how he is spreading the word about our hobby through the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Montana State University. Perhaps this 
is an avenue others should also consider for recruiting new model railroaders 
and maybe even new NMRA members. 

Once you’ve gotten this far in the newsletter, don’t gloss over the PNR 
officer, staff, and division superintendent quarterly reports, which begin on 
p.26. Our leaders have important information to convey. 

The PNR Interchange (p.33) includes an announcement that the PNR still 
has available for sale MOW shed kits from last year’s Modeling With the 
Masters clinic in Eugene. The Timetable (p.35) has increasing numbers of 
model railroading events over the next few months. That is so great to see! 

If you haven’t yet registered for the Prairie Line Experience in Tacoma, 
please seriously find a way to attend and register soon. We really do need as 
many as possible to participate in this event. You won’t regret it! 

In closing, re-read the title at the top of this column and take a moment 
to thank those who are serving, whether it’s in this organization or others. 
And I want to thank all of you for being a member of the PNR and NMRA. 

 

Stay safe, happy modeling, and I’ll see you in Tacoma! 

Greg Kujawa, Editor 
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Time Marches On… 
Kurt Laidlaw, Host Committee Chair 

We are down to just under three months before the Prairie Line Experience kicks 
off on May 10th at the Tacoma Comfort Inn. The convention committee has been 
working to put together a memorable event at a reasonable cost to participants. The 
hotel has provided a great deal on room rates: $119 for a single and $129 for a double 
Queen or King.  

The banquet is being catered by a well-known local company. It will consist of: 
roasted garlic and rosemary marinated chicken breast with white wine reduction (GF) 
(DF); roasted fingerling potatoes (GF) (DF); seasonal vegetables (GF) (DF); gourmet 
spring salad with tomatoes, cucumber, shredded carrots, red cabbage, black olives, and 
house-made vinaigrette dressing (GF) (DF); and assorted mini-dessert bites for $50. 
[GF=gluten-free; DF=dairy-free] 

We have already gotten some great prizes for the banquet raffle. To sweeten the 
pot, everyone who submits a contest entry will get a free raffle ticket. 

The real treat is the series of great clinics (58+ clinics), multiple layout tours (30+ 
layouts), and operating sessions beginning on Wednesday and finishing on Sunday. As 
always, the details continue to be available on the convention website: pnrtaco-
ma2023.org. We are still working on the details, but we hope to have an NTRAK 
(NRail) layout in the hotel for operations during the evenings. If you have an NTRAK 
or 1TRAK module you would like to bring to the convention, contact Kurt Laidlaw 
(ananas99@kliaidlaw.net) with details no later than April 1 to allow us to fit it into the 
layout. There will be a prize for the module that travels the farthest to the convention. 

Tacoma is a museum town. Besides the Washington State History Museum with its permanent HO layout depicting the 
area during the 1950s, there is the Glass Museum, the Tacoma Art Museum, the Foss Waterway Maritime Museum, the 
America’s Car Museum (across the street from the hotel). A bit farther afield, but still near Tacoma are the Boeing Air & 
Space Museum, the Pacific Northwest Bonsai Museum, the Northwest Railroad Museum, the Naval Undersea Museum and 
many more. See the convention website for more information (pnrtacoma2023.org). 

If you are a photographer with an interest in rail fanning, there are sev-
eral great locations, including some within walking distance of the hotel. For 
example, the AMTRAK station is a block from the hotel. It serves not only 
the Coast Starlight Express, but the Cascades and Sounder trains. The Taco-
ma Link Light Rail station is across the street. The lead into the BNSF Taco-
ma Yard is one block further north. You get coal trains, oil trains, grain 
trains, lumber trains and everything in between. 

So, why come to the convention? Celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
City of Tacoma, the 150th anniversary of the completion of the Prairie Line 
Extension, which brought the Northern Pacific Railway to the Pacific Ocean 
and the 50th anniversary of modular railroading. It was 1973 when a group 
of modelers came together in Southern California and established the first 
standard for modular railroading. While it started with NTRAK, it has morphed into a set of standards for all modular rail-

roading. Today we have NTRAK, TTRAK and Free-moN, and HO modular rail-
roading. The latest modular railroad excitement is joining NTRAK, TTRAK, and 
Free-moN modules together using helixes to bridge the height differences between 
the various standards (30” TTRAK, 40” NTRAK and 50” Free-moN). Meet new 
friends, re-establish connections with old friends, and enjoy the camaraderie of 
spending time with people who have the same interests. Finally, attending the con-
vention is a great way to support the Region. The monies generated by the conven-
tion directly support the Region. They are the primary source of funds for the PNR. 
This is your Region. The specific reason for the annual convention is to hold the re-
quired membership general meeting. The rest of the activities are there to bring peo-

PNR News and Announcements 

https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
mailto:ananas99@kliaidlaw.net
https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
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ple together for more than a couple hours. A dedicated group of volunteers spend 
hundreds of hours working to put together a convention for the members. Join us 
in Tacoma to celebrate and to participate in the hobby, the Region, and the history 
of one of the major American railroads that was so important to the Pacific North-
west. 

 

Don’t procrastinate! Register today! 

You can register online at: https://pnrtacoma2023.org/registration/ 

 

And while you’re at the convention website, don’t forget to reserve a room at the 
convention hotel, the Comfort Inn & Suites Downtown Tacoma: https://
pnrtacoma2023.org/accommodations/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ed Liesse: Many Years of Faithful Service! 
Jeff Herrmann, President 

Ed Liesse of Federal Way, Washington (4th Division), is stepping down as Office Manager for the Pacific Northwest 
Region after 13 years of exemplary service in that position! As the PNR Office Manager, Ed has maintained our Region’s 
membership records and mailing lists, as well as coordinated insurance coverage for region and division events. Additionally, 
he has served in many other positions at the club, division, and 
region level for decades. 

Ed joined the NMRA over 70 years ago, in January 1952, 
while still in high school. Along the way, he received lots of guid-
ance from many of the hobby’s famous names, including Ed Ra-
venscroft. 

A lifelong Pennsy fan, Ed grew up a block and a half from the 
New York Central/Pennsylvania Railroad "raceway" and could 
see the 20th Century Limited and the Broadway Limited racing each 
other through town before the lines diverged a bit to the east. 

Ed received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Purdue 
University, the latter in Industrial Education. Professionally, Mr. 
Liesse worked in Quality Control for Western Electric, taught 
high school Industrial Arts, but spent the bulk of his career at 
United Airlines in California, eventually retiring as Manager of 
Maintenance Training. 

For more than 70 years, Ed has had continuous membership in the NMRA. Ed is also a Life Member of NMRA and 
received the NMRA Fellow Award in 2013. 

PNR thanks Ed for his many decades of leadership and faithful service to our hobby! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prairie Line Experience PNR 2023 Tacoma 
Jack Hamilton, MMR, 4th Division 

Were you there or did you miss the train? Did you get to renew friendships and see those friends you have missed for so 
long? Did you get to visit that layout that you have always wanted to see? Were you in the group that got to see all the won-
derful work done by the modelers who entered work in the contest room? Did you visit all the local spots in Tacoma that 
you have heard about and always wanted to visit? How many of those clinics you always wanted to attend did you actually sit 
in on? Have you let slip away one more opportunity to become a better modeler and share the hobby with others? Well, 
“Maybe next year” is not the correct response. This year, this time, this place, is the right answer. 

Prairie Line Experience is a full convention. Al Lowe, the Clinics Chair, has arranged clinics from over 30 of the best and 
brightest to present over 50 individual clinic sessions. The learning opportunities are exceptional. Burr Stewart and Lee 
Marsh have identified and scheduled tours to 30 of the very best layouts in the area. Layout tours will be set up by area and 
day periods so attendees can select where to go and which layout to visit. The tours will be self-drive, so the “enjoyment” of 
a day on the bus will not be part of the experience. Burr and Larry are also working with another group to identify layout 
operating sessions that will be open to attendees (first-come, first-served). There will be no shortage of things model railroad 

https://pnrtacoma2023.org/registration/
https://pnrtacoma2023.org/accommodations/
https://pnrtacoma2023.org/accommodations/
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to do during the time in Tacoma. 

Alex and Tina Brikoff have identified a number of “Non-Rail” activities in the area. In addition, they are setting up a well 
provisioned center for Non-Rail participant activities. It will be hard to be bored. Kurt, with the assistance of many others, 
has identified a number of high activity rail fan locations. Some of them are a short walk away from the convention hotel. If 
you get tired of all that small gauge stuff, you can always go watch the 1-on-1 scale guys motor thru the area. 

The contest room will be open to any who wish to participate. Everything from just AP evaluation to full blown NMRA 
contest will be provided. Dennis Terpstra and his team are actively soliciting entries and working hard to make this a special 
year for “Celebration of Models.” Don’t forget to also bring your favorite photos to enter. 

The Host Committee has stressed reduced cost to participants and making individual parts of the convention pay for 
themselves. Registration is $130 for full fare and covers all convention clinics and activities in-house. MWTM and the Ban-
quet are extra fare items but with well managed costs. Layout tours and operating tours will have a minor cost for maps and 
travel instruction packages based on a four-person car load. Hotel registration cost is the lowest we have seen recently and is 
a bargain. The Host Committee also recognized the extra financial burden on our Canadian members because of the curren-
cy exchange rate and have offered a discount to encourage them to attend. 

This is your convention. The responsibility of the Host Committee is to prepare and present a schedule of activities that 
is both educational and enjoyable. The responsibility of Region members is to attend and participate in the convention. The 
level of participation is a direct reflection on the interest level in NMRA activities by Region members. We have done our 
part––the rest is up to you. Please register now and get onboard The Prairie Line Experience. PNR Convention 2023 – Prai-
rie Line Experience (pnrtacoma2023.org) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Modeling With the Masters–– 

Dispelling the Mystique and Building Skill 
Jack Hamilton, MMR, 4th Division 

Model railroading is a hobby that involves continuous development or expansion of skill. The primary mission of 
NMRA is education, and Modeling With the Masters® (MWTM) is a vital part of that mission execution. It is not uncom-
mon for modelers to shy away from things they do not know or that do not fit into their comfort zone. In the hobby today, 
it is far easier to buy things Ready-to-Install or Ready-to-Run than to take the time to create that item from scratch. MWTM 
is the NMRA way of bringing modelers out of their closet of comfort and presenting a challenge to grow. 

There is no secret to scratchbuilding a model or assembling a kit to achieve the best possible results. There is a need to 
personally accept the challenge presented by "new" things. MWTM is the path to success. 

MWTM is a single-task effort in 
which the modeler will face a challenge 
and then be supported with help and 
assistance to reach a satisfactory con-
clusion. Master Model Railroaders® 
(MMRs) are the “instructors” who 
serve as tutors and living references 
for the participating modelers. Each 
modeler starts with an assembled in-
ventory of needed materials, an in-
struction sheet, and tools to complete 
the job. The effort begins with a brief-
ing on the project and a walk thru of 
the steps involved. Tips and tech-
niques to make the job easier and the 
outcome better are addressed upfront. 
The class is then put to work. Model-
ers proceed at their own pace with 
MMR instructors circulating to offer 
assistance (when asked for) or to inter-
vene (when necessary) to prevent sig-
nificant errors. The session is conduct-
ed with individual safety in mind. 

Modeler at work building his flat car. 

https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
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The intent of MWTM is not for every attendee to complete the project with a perfect product outcome. Instead, MWTM 
functions to explore processes, procedures, tools, materials, and techniques that result in a quality product outcome. For ex-
ample, a scratch structure in MWTM may not earn 125 evaluation points (or even 87-1/2 points) in the NMRA Achievement 
Program, but it should satisfy one of the required scratchbuild requirements for structures. Based on the lessons learned and 
skills developed in MWTM, the next effort should earn the points required. 

MWTM will not make any model railroader a builder of perfect models or an expert in the techniques used. MWTM will 
open the doors to an expanded approach to the hobby and future challenges to grow as a model railroader. What can 
MWTM do for you? You won't know if you don't join in. Come model with us––MWTM PNR 2023 The Prairie line Experi-
ence. 

This year’s MWTM project is construction of a scratchbuilt wood flat car. You can find out more details about the pro-
ject and how to sign up by going to the Prairie Line Experience convention’s MWTM webpage: https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
news/modeling-with-the-masters/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PNR President’s Award—Call for Nominations 
Dave Liesse, Chair 

Nominations for the President’s Award for 2023 are now open. Any member of the Pacific Northwest Region may sub-
mit one or more nominations following the procedures listed below. 

The President’s Award honors a PNR member who has, through signal service to the hobby of model railroading, made 
the most significant contribution to the benefit and betterment of the PNR for at least the 12 months prior to the close of 
nominations. 

Nominations should be held in confidence and sent to the President’s Award Committee chair, Dave Liesse. They may 
be submitted by email or in writing, no later than 31 March 2023, to one of the following addresses: 

nmradave@liessefamily.net 

 

Dave Liesse 

Skingco Services, Inc 

33720 9th Ave S, Ste 9 

Federal Way, WA 98003-6735 

USA 

 

Nominations must include the following: 

• Nominator’s name and contact information 

• Nominee’s name and division 

• Reasons for the nomination, preferably addressing one or more of these categories: 

 NMRA national service 

 PNR regional service 

 Divisional service 

 Club participation 

 Membership recruitment, retention, and service efforts 

 Public support of the hobby 

 Creative contribution to the NMRA, PNR, or division 

 Other significant contributions in support of the hobby 

• Additional comments in support of the nomination 

Note that previous winners are eligible to win again – but only after an interval of at least three full calendar years. For 
example, the 2021 winner cannot be selected again in 2022, 2023, or 2024. You can find a link to the list of past winners at: 
http://pnr.nmra.org/policies/PNR%20Pres%20Award%201960%20on.pdf 

For further information, please refer to PNR Policy M-2, found on page 24 of the PNR Policy Manual. The manual can 
be found on the PNR website at: http://pnr.nmra.org/policies/Policy%20and%20Procedures%20Manual%20rev%
20070618.pdf 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://pnrtacoma2023.org/news/modeling-with-the-masters/
https://pnrtacoma2023.org/news/modeling-with-the-masters/
mailto:nmradave@liessefamily.net
http://pnr.nmra.org/policies/PNR%20Pres%20Award%201960%20on.pdf
http://pnr.nmra.org/policies/Policy%20and%20Procedures%20Manual%20rev%20070618.pdf
http://pnr.nmra.org/policies/Policy%20and%20Procedures%20Manual%20rev%20070618.pdf
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deceased Members of the PNR — January 2022 through January 2023 

Month Reported Div Last Name First Name City/Town State/Province 
Special  

Recognition 

January 2022 4 Babinsky Alfred Gig Harbor WA  

 4 Wagner Ken Bellingham WA  

February 2022 6 Pollard Harrie B Edmonton AB Life Member 

March 2022 1 Crueger Elaine Monroe OR Life Member 

 1 Filomeo David Medford OR  

 4 Tunnard Robert L Kent WA Life Member 

April 2022 None      

May 2022 6 Fishbourne T J Calgary AB Life Member 

 6 Gibb William G Saskatoon SK Life Member 

June 2022 None      

July 2022 4 Cook David Shoreline WA  

August 2022 6 Hoy Ronald J Peace River AB  

 2 Kay William H Portland OR Life Member 

September 2022 6 Caveny Terry Edmonton AB  

 5 Edmison Glenn Yakima WA  

 4 Newsom Jim North Bend WA  

October 2022 4 Cook June A Fairbanks AK Life Member 

November 2022 2 Dippert William Portland OR Life Member 

December 2022 6 Hadlow Bob Calgary AB Life Member 

January 2023 5 Lippincott Linda Newport WA Life Member 

In Memoriam 

This section is dedicated to the remembrance of those members of the NMRA Pacific Northwest Region whom we have lost over the 
past year. We extend our deepest sympathies, thoughts, and prayers to their families and friends. We will sincerely miss the 
fellowship of these folks and all their contributions to the NMRA and hobby. 

Have you changed your address or other membership information? 

Notify NMRA Headquarters 
email: hq@nmra.org 

Phone: 423-892-2846 (8 a.m.–4 p.m. ET) 

Mail: P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 

mailto:nmrahq@nmra.org
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New PNR Members 
November 2022–January 2023 

We extend a warm welcome to all new members of the Pacific Northwest Region, NMRA. Those listed below have joined the PNR 
over the past quarter. If you do not see your name listed, please be patient. Your membership is likely still being processed.  

 

We are especially happy to welcome our new Rail Pass members (identified in blue text). We recognize that you are with us on a trial 
basis and we will have to work hard to convince you to stay with us. Please make sure to contact your Division Superintendent 
promptly (listing at the end of this newsletter) so you can be included in all Division activities. 

 

Current Members: Please review this list for anyone living near you and consider initiating a connection with them through your 
Division Superintendent. 

Div Last Name First Name City/Town 
State/ 

Province 

2 Miller Family Vancouver WA 

2 Sitton Les Oregon City OR 

3 Broughman Wilson Boise ID 

4 Anderson Gary Covington WA 

4 Batey Tina Onalaska WA 

4 Benjamin Robert Olympia WA 

4 Braidic William Vaughn WA 

4 Cleaves Steve Snohomish WA 

4 Engstrom Clint Silver Creek WA 

4 Hilgenbrink John Fairbanks AK 

4 Jones Christopher Woodvinle WA 

4 Kerr Jennifer Milton WA 

4 Lehman Rick Seattle WA 

4 McCann Patrick Seattle WA 

4 Schumer Alexander Snohomish WA 

4 Spicer Melissa Fairbanks AK 

Div Last Name First Name City/Town 
State/ 

Province 

4 Surber Scott Bothell WA 

4 Wright William Eastsound WA 

5 MacDonald Jon Kennewick WA 

5 Sievert Stephen Dillon MT 

5 Tedeschi Allan Kennewick WA 

5 Trefz Todd Kalispell MT 

6 Beck John Calgary AB 

6 Haskell Ronald Melville SK 

6 Lucas Alexander St Albert AB 

6 Wickson Doug Fort Saskatche- AB 

7 Mooney Ian Prince George BC 

7 Morgan David Maple Ridge BC 

7 Poeppel Don Kamloops BC 

7 Sebelley Lori Chilliwack BC 

7 Stafford Bill Victoria BC 

     

NMRA Video Library 
 Did you know the NMRA Video Library has over 150 videos of clinics that were presented 

at National Conventions from the last 30 years. Virtually every model railroading topic you 
can think of has been covered … from scenery to operations to prototypes to electronics. If 
you missed the last few decades of National Conventions, you can still see some of the 
best clinics around. 

 

Just log into www.nmra.org as a member, click on “Member / Member Home” and click on 
the big red box that says “Watch Clinic Videos” next to the photo. It’s that easy! 

https://www.nmra.org/
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Editor’s Note: The article below is the latest installment in an ongoing series of articles featuring model railroad layouts of fellow PNR members. 
The February 2022 Switchlist provided an introduction to this effort plus a few guidelines for submitting articles. Please consider submitting an 
article about your layout or module(s). It can be as simple or detailed as you want and is an easy way to share your ideas, vision, modeling interests, 
and progress across the vast distances of the Pacific Northwest Region. 

Please consider contributing an article about your layout. 

Editor’s note: The NMRA Pacific Northwest Region does not promote nor endorse any specific manufacturer or product. Those that may be 
identified in this or other articles are presented as the author’s preferences or as examples only. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Train in a Shed 
Article, photos, and track diagram by Charlie Hutto, 1st Division 

There's no question that the last few years have brought 
significant changes to our lives. For me, one change was that I 
get to work a few days a week from home. Before 2020, that 
was almost unheard of in my office, but now is quite common. 

When I was first sent home to work, I setup shop on an old 
card table in my living room. That was plenty of room for a 
computer and other office supplies needed to do my job. 

As this change has become more permanent, I decided to 
move my office into...well...my office. That would give me even 
more room to spread out, as well as free up space in my living 
room for when friends and family visited. 

The only problem is that my office was taken up by my N-
scale layout, a 3x8 foot loop with some scenery, industries, and 
switching opportunities. I haven't gotten very far along, as I an-
ticipated this would be a long-term project that would last me 
well into retirement. 

So, I decided to get my layout into another room. During a 
random trip to a local hardware store, I noticed a large display 
of sheds outside. A shed would be an inexpensive way to get 
more room in my office. After some research and a few ques-
tions with the sales representative, the deal was made, and a 
shed would be showing up in the next few weeks, ready for in-
stallation. In February, the shed arrived! 

After installation, the first act was to “finish” it, so it would be comfortable to work in and ready to take a model rail-
road. This means I needed to: 

▪ Install electrical and multiple outlets. 

Features 

The shed will go between the house and the (now removed) tree 

stump. 

A shed is born! The exterior is 10’ x 16’.  This should be plenty 

of space for my N-scale empire. 

Unfinished Interior. 

http://pnr.nmra.org/switchlist/Switchlist_202202.pdf
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▪ Add insulation and sheetrock to the walls and ceiling. 

▪ Paint the interior. 

▪ Add lighting. 

After a few weeks, this was completed and I started moving 
in. I was able to add a few sections of benchwork from previous 
layouts and the entire “former” layout which will be repurposed 
as a peninsula section. 

Shelves have gone up around the entire perimeter of the 
interior. 

Track has been laid, and the most recent task has been to 
get the electrical work done. I can now run trains all the way 
around the layout. Soon, it will be time to tackle operations and 
scenery. 

 

 Peninsula section on the left; 12” shelf on the right.. 

Layout at a Glance 

Name: Quartzville Railroad 
Scale: N (1:160) 
Layout size: 9.5’ x 15.5’ 
Theme: Freelanced 
Locale: Pacific Northwest 
Era: Modern-ish 
Style: Full loop, with peninsula section 
Minimum radius: 12-1/2” 
Minimum turnout: no. 6 
 

Benchwork: Single deck, shelves on outside walls, table 
section for peninsula in middle; 2” extruded foam 
Roadbed: Kato Unitrack and Woodland Scenics N scale foam 
roadbed 
Track: Kato Unitrack turnouts and curved sections; Micro 
Engineering code 55 Flex Trak for straight sections. 
Backdrop: Painted walls 
Control: NCE DCC 
Operations: Car cards and waybills. 
Online presence: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCj6cIa1XGsoYrme7H8bf4nw 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj6cIa1XGsoYrme7H8bf4nw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj6cIa1XGsoYrme7H8bf4nw
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Shameless Plug 

Interested in seeing my progress? Take a look at my YouTube Channel. I am documenting the progress of my layout 
build on my YouTube Channel. You can also search YouTube for “Quartzville Railroad” and binge watch my progress so 
far. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Engine 504 prepares to enter the tunnel on the peninsula (original) section of the layout. 

Engine 504 leads the way across the lift-out section. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj6cIa1XGsoYrme7H8bf4nw
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Building an HO Scale Tamper 
Article and photos by Dave Audley, 6th Division 

Late last year – 2021 – my son in law, a CPR dispatcher, asked if I could assemble, paint, and decal a kit that models a 
Pandrol Jackson Model 6700 Production Tamper. The model would then be mounted in a display case and used as a trophy 
in the Annual CPR Employees Hockey Tournament. 

Intrigued by the request, I visited Custom Finishing Models website to find out more about their products. It turns out 
they make a large variety of HO scale railway maintenance equipment and vehicle kits and parts! http://
www.customfinishingmodels.com/Maintenance.pdf 

I then agreed to build Custom Finishing’s kit #7021. The next step was to find prototype photos. I downloaded a variety 
of photos, one of which is photo 1. 

 

Note that, as per the request, this is a Canadian Pacific Railway prototype. I used extra decals from both Microscale and 
Black Cat Publishing to complete the project.  

These kits are cast zamac and they do need some cleanup of flash and casting marks. You also need to be careful not to 
bend the individual castings as they can be quite fragile. Photos 2 and 3 show the two side frames glued to the base, along 
with the cab sides and ends. The motor enclosure is mounted on the end of the frame. 

 

Photo 1. Prototype Pandrol Jackson Model 6700 Production Tamper. 

Photo 2. Side frame subassembly Photo 3. Underside view of side frame subassembly 

http://www.customfinishingmodels.com/
http://www.customfinishingmodels.com/Maintenance.pdf
http://www.customfinishingmodels.com/Maintenance.pdf
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Following the instructions, I added more kit details. The tamper parts required drilling a number of #76 drill bit holes 
and adding Tichy 0.015 wire both as detail and to hold parts together. I also drilled holes for the hydraulic lines that were 
added at the end of assembly. At this point, I broke out my airbrush and undercoated the model. The grey paint made it easi-
er to see any imperfections. Photos 4 and 5 show the undercoated model. 

 

 

After fixing a few small imperfections, I was ready to paint the model in CP’s yellow paint. I used Scalecoat 1 CPR Diesel 
Yellow. Photo 6 shows the model in this yellow paint with some of the details, such as grab irons, painted black. Conspicuity 
striping ( a decal ) has also been added. Prototype photos show the wheels as being rusty, so these wheels were painted a rust 
colour. Photos 6 and 7 show more detail paint and decals. 

 

 

The interior of the cab walls are painted a light green and the cab floor is grey. I added a non-operating yellow beacon 
and painted the red tail lights and the white spot lights. The tamper shoes, steps, scuff plates, and muffler tail pipe were 
painted silver. The muffler is painted white. Then I added hydraulic lines. These were cut from black wire I use when wiring 
decoders. Photos 8 and 9 show the finished model. 

 

 

Photo 4. A gray primer undercoating helps locate imperfections 

to be fixed prior to the final coat of paint.. 

Photo 5. Another view of the undercoated model. 

Photo 6. Finish coat of paint, conspicuity stripes, and other de-

tails painted. 

Photo 7. Model with the lettering and other decals added.  
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This was a fun project that was away from my normal kit and scratchbuilds. I will be adding more of these vehicles as 
both static scenes and flat car loads! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Blue Box Delight?? 
Article and photos by Rick Martin, 5th Division 

Like many of you who have been in the hobby for many decades, you have bought an Athearn ‘Blue Box” car a time or 
two. Well, in my five decades in the hobby, I have acquired a box or two. Hey, at $3.49 per car (in the 1970s), why not? Over 
the past months, I have gone through my collection of rolling stock to document what I have and how I will use it––if at all. 
That’s when I came across the four blue box cars identified in this story. Well, I was not looking for them but somehow they 
appeared and I did not recall what my plans were at the time. 

After pulling them out of their respective boxes, I was reminded what I had originally planned. You will note later in this 
article that three of the cars are painted a pullman green and silver. Would you believe that I painted those cars over 40 years 
ago when I was trying to determine what colors my newly designated Sierra Cascade & Northern Railroad should use? Actu-
ally, these were a test but I never followed through to finish the idea. So now I have an idea to fill my retirement years’ daily 
routine. The following outlines what my new thoughts came to and how I wanted to proceed. 

So, in case you have forgotten what a blue box looks like, photos 1 and 2 should jog your memory. 

 

Now I had to decide how I wanted to proceed with doing something with these four cars. Oh I forgot to mention that 
the four blue box cars are an RPO, baggage, diner, and coach. The last three cars are the ones painted the SCN paint scheme 
I mentioned earlier. After some thinking, I decided to detail the interiors of the diner and coach. But these cars don’t have a 
floor to detail on, so I had to come up with a solution. 

Photo 8. Side view of the finished model. Photo 9. End view. 

Photo 2. And this is a typical inside weight. Photo 1. This is your typical blue box. 
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After looking at the cars, it was apparent that a simple solution was not going to jump out at me. The reason, as many of 
you blue box owners can attest, is the weights are fastened down inside with small screws. And the trucks are secured with 
screws from the inside of the car. After much thought and consternation, I decided to leave the trucks connected as is but 
had to change the weight situation. I tried to add different weight to the car equal to the existing, but there was not enough 
space to do that. Then I had one of those “Aha!” moments. Keep the same weights but make it so a floor could be added 
later. And along with this, I had to make sure there was access to the screws for the trucks from the inside. As many of you 
know who own this type of car, the weight has holes at the end which are centered over the screws for the trucks. My solu-
tion was to flatten the one weight that has bends in it and shorten it so they both will lay flat. And that is what I did. You 
may ask why I didn’t change the trucks to screw up from the outside bottom as some current models allow. The reason is the 
bottom is not molded to allow this, as the screw would protrude up into the model. 

Next, I had to come up with a material that would be a good floor that would sit on top of the flattened weights. After 
looking through my material supply, I decided to use some 0.060” styrene sheet. I cut it to fit within the car base. Not a diffi-
cult task, but I made sure it was not a tight fit, as that could present an issue later. But it also couldn’t be too loose so as to 
slide around once the car was reassembled. With that done, I began developing a plan to detail the interiors of the coach and 
diner. I decided to not detail the interiors of the other two cars at least at this time. 

So now I set about drawing a plan for each car. I started with the diner. Of course the diner needed a kitchen, tables to 
eat from, restrooms, and a server spot where some things needed were kept. Lucky me. I had many tables from previous ef-
forts with other cars detailed in a similar manner. Because these blue box cars were not built to be detailed as I wanted, the 
scale width was an issue. But I had both four-place tables along with two-place tables. The kitchen was located on the same 
end of the car as the small windows because the large windows were for the diners. All of this was sketched out in pencil on 
a scale plan using the dimensions of the styrene floor. I will add that the actual scale was fudged a bit since width was an issue 
to some extent. 

The kitchen was the big design to be modeled. I also had some cabinets in my stock that could be used in the kitchen 
area. I painted these a white color since many kitchen appliances and cabinets default to white. I also had to build counters 
that would be needed in a kitchen. I used 0.020” styrene to build the counters and countertops. The cabinet bases were paint-
ed blue and the tops were painted a brown color to represent wood countertops. I will add here that the aisle dimensions 
were rather narrow, around 30 inches, which may be close to what is used in a prototype railroad diner kitchen. Since I have 
never been in a railroad diner kitchen, I just went with what I thought was a good dimension. Like many of you, you have 
seen videos of actual railroad kitchen areas and many appear to have narrow aisles. Chefs and servers have to squeeze past 
each other carrying food or other items. 

As I was thinking of detail for the interior of these cars, my mind wandered to what type of flooring would be used. 
Since these cars are not high-end special use, I decided that a linoleum-looking floor should be used in the aisles. The floor-
ing material used is a photographic product I purchased some time ago. As done in some similar type of eating areas, the li-
noleum was not placed under the tables. I chose not to paint the floor here but it could be done if one so chooses. Photos 3 
and 4 show the diner’s main parts and the completed interior 

 

The coach was the next car to design and construct. Given that an area like a kitchen is not needed, the plan was much 
easier to lay out and build. Again, my supply house had dual seats and single seats from a previous project doing much the 
same. I did create a couple areas where an attendant might lounge doing paperwork or just hanging out. Of course, bath-
rooms were created. While not detailed as such, one of the bathrooms is for the men and two were thought to be for the 
women. One such room would have just the toilet, and another room is a women’s lounge area, hence the two chairs shown. 

The biggest build area for this car was the bathrooms. Again, I used 0.020” styrene to build the walls. After a failed at-
tempt at this area, I tried a new approach. The difference was using a floor on which to build the walls. Once done, the bath-
room unit could be glued down to the 0.060” floor. I chose to paint the interior of the bath areas in colors chosen for the 
men and women. Why? Don’t ask, but I just thought the women’s would be a different color than the men’s. You will note 

Photo 3. Diner separated parts. Photo 4. Diner interior detail. 
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that I added doors to the areas only on the aisle side of the room. I did try to add a door on the inside but after attempting it 
once on the first go-round, I decided to pass on the second attempt. 

In this car, the coach, I used the same linoleum flooring material since Management chose to not buy new material in 
order to save a few bucks. (This would be the real railroad management and not the hobbyist). Again, I did not paint the 
floor under the seat areas just as I did not paint under the tables in the diner. Photos 5 and 6 show the coach. 

 

One detail that I need to mention here is the window “glass” used in the era of these blue box cars. Since the interiors of 
this era of blue box cars were not expected to be detailed as I have done, the window material is designed to snap into the 
grooves of the window area. Initially, I did this until I started to measure the height of the walls to be used and the window 
design. As many of you know if you have owned these blue box types, the window glass is on a sprue of several windows. 
The sprue connector sticks out too far to allow walls to go up 
above the glass area inside. So after some thought and prelimi-
nary attempts with walls in place, I decided to replace the 
glass. As with many newer kits where glass is needed, the kit 
furnishes very thin clear plastic that can be glued inside the 
car. Doing this resolved my dilemma of the walls “bumping 
into” the window glass sprue. 

One of the final construction tasks was to add the decals. 
All four cars were given the railroad’s name across the top 
center of each car. Because both the car body and “Sierra Cas-
cade & Northern Railroad” lettering are dark colors, I needed 
to paint a white background so that the railroad name would 
be legible. As with the prototype railroads, I needed to add 
“Diner,” “Baggage,” and “Railway Express Agency” to each 
of those cars. The coach car only gets a name added along 
with a car number. All cars did get unique car numbers. 

Photo 7 shows all four completed cars sitting on the main 
in Lizzy Valley of my SCN layout. 

And just to wrap up this dialogue, I wanted to show all four cars separately so you can see some of the detail I men-
tioned above (Photos 8, 9, 10, and 11). 

This was an interesting and fun project. I don’t usually track the time I take to do projects like this. But in this case I 

Photo 5. Coach separated parts. Photo 6. Coach interior detail. 

Photo 7. All four completed cars ready for service at Lizzy Valley. 

Photo 8. Baggage car. Photo 9. Railway Express Agency/RPO car. 
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have estimated the time to be around 40 hours. That would include all my efforts, including the planning, selection of materi-
als, redoing the bathrooms, and final decaling. That doesn’t sound like much, but if you have the time, why not. This project, 
like some of my other “easier” projects, I do them in the evening for a couple hours and sometimes on the weekend. Like 
many of you, I multi-task where I can cut and glue while watching the latest show of NCIS or maybe Shark Tank. If it’s Sat-
urday and football is on, I may pick a good game and do both. I tend to watch the Ohio State Buckeyes as I grew up in Ohio 
and became a big fan of coach Woody Hayes. Maybe this is why I had to redo my bathroom on the coach. But it is fun to be 
a model railroader. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Photo 10. Coach. Photo 11. Diner. 

NMRA Partnership Program 
 

NMRA members go to the NMRA website and log in at Member Log-In. 
Then click on the Benefits tab to view the NMRA Partnership Program. 
Please patronize all of our partners for some fantastic discounts as an 
NMRA member! Current partners are listed below. 

Bear Creek Model Railroad, LLC 

CatzPaw Innovations 

Clever Models LLC 

CMR Products LLC 

Coastmans Scenic Products 

Daylight Sales 

Deepwoods Software 

Deluxe Materials 

Digikeijs 

Dwarvin Enterprises, Ltd. 

East Coast Circuits 

Feight Studios 

Gatorfoam 

Great Decals! 

Green Frog Productions 

Hot Wire Foam Factory 

K.I.S.S. Method Inc 

LaBelle Woodworking Co. 

LARC Products 

Logic Rail Technologies 

MAC Rail 

Micro-Mark 

Mine Mount Models 

Miniprints 

MinuteMan Scale Models 

Model Railroad Benchwork 

Model Train Catalogue 

Modelers Decals & Paint 

Motrak Models 

MRC (Model Rectifier Corp) 

Nick and Nora Designs 

Northlandz 

NscaleWorks 

Old West Scenery 

Ram Track 

RR-CirKits, Inc 

Rusty Stumps 

Scale Model Plans 

Scalecoat Paint 

Scenery Solutions 

Showcase Miniatures 

Team Track Models 

The N Scale Architect 

The Old Depot Gallery 

Tichy Train Group 

Touch of the Brush Model Weathering 

Train Installations, LLC 

Trainmasters TV / Model Railroad Hobbyist 

Store 

Train Show, Inc 

Trainz 

TSG Multimedia 

UGEARS 

Unreal Details 

USA Airbrush Supply / Badger Airbrush 

WiFi Model Railroad LLC 

https://www.nmra.org/members
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Life with a Railroader–– 

How My Dad Caused Me to be Like This (Part 1 of 3) 
By Bob Parrish, MMR, 3rd Division, with photos from author’s collection 

Editor’s Note: This is the first of a three-part series of articles, with subsequent parts running sequentially in future issues of The Switchlist. 

Part 1 

 

The fact that Dad and I share the same first name was not often a problem. He was Bob and I was Bobby. I don’t hear 
that name much any longer. Occasionally, it would be to my benefit that the names were close and no title of junior was ever 
considered. 

Dad was quiet about what he did. Sort of like Ward Cleaver of the television series “Leave It To Beaver.” He went to the 
office every day, but no one ever quite knew what he did. 

Dad would be in the offices of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad for 45 years. Although the Great Depression 
was waning, the effects were still in the front of most people’s minds. In the fall of 1935, in his first semester as a senior in 
high school, a job came along; school would the first casualty. 

Dad’s oldest sister had worked in the Burlington’s offices in Chicago since 1920 in 
the stenographer pool and had her ear open for any work that might come along and be 
a benefit to the family. Bernice was the oldest of the five siblings and the chief breadwin-
ner for the family after 1925 with the estrangement of their father. She would soon after 
take a promotion and move to the railroad police office and work as a secretary for the 
Burlington’s chief of police. In those days, railroads had their own police force and fleet 
officers who investigated freight thefts, transient riders, employee accidents, and the nu-
merous grade crossing traffic accidents. I still have her CB&Q police officer’s badge. She 
would often follow the various police officers out on investigations. She would come 
home with the most horrific stories of gore and goo as she supposed that it would be 
instructional to us over the dinner table. I found such stories interesting and they did not 
for a minute deter me or my local neighborhood pirates from hanging around the local 
freight yards. She would have been horrified to know of the places we haunted. 

Bernice had found an open position in the fall of 1935 that, if hired, would necessitate Dad to leave high school during 
his senior year. She made him swear on a stack of Bibles that he would complete his senior year in night school. Eighteen 
months later, he would make good on that promise and graduate from night school. 

Dad’s first job at the Burlington had two parts, both consisting of running messages. One part was as an inter-floor mes-
senger at 547 West Jackson Street, the central Burlington office in Chicago. The second part included running various ship-
ping orders out to several locations in the yards on the southwest part of town along Ogden Avenue and as far west as Auro-

ra. He would ride trains from the downtown core out to the yards delivering 
orders and then grabbing a train back to the office for the next dispatch. 

 At some point in 1936, 
he became part of a stenog-
rapher pool as he was pro-
ficient in typing and Pitman 
method shorthand and oth-
er office clerical tasks. 

 The adjacent two pho-
tos show my dad in a small 
apartment on the west side 
of Chicago working with 
what appears to be three-
rail one gauge tinplate 
model railroad equipment. 

 

 

 

 

This police badge was issued to 

Bernice in the late 1920s. 

Left and Above: Two photos taken in about 1938. I don’t remember my 

Dad ever talking about anything that would explain what was going on here 

other than the location of the apartment. I do know that this would shape 

his interests in the post-war years. 
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In 1937, he was assigned to running messages only within the building and, by 1939, he had become attached to the 
freight rate office and worked the order desk for a mix of walk-in orders and those taken by telephone. This would be an 
office where he would stay for the next 32 years and later become its director. 

He once shared a story with me of a time in his early years of quoting freight rates where he miscalculated a fare by five 
dollars. In the late 1930s, this was a lot of money and perhaps the only profit the company might make on a singular transac-
tion. For whatever reason, his boss chose to dig in on this particular incident and really called him out on the carpet for this 
infraction. The tongue-lashing was such that Bob had the urgency to pull five dollars from his pocket and throw it on the 
manager’s desk. This would have been the absolute worst thing he could have done. He stood and took the upbraiding and 
kept his hands at his sides. Upon being dismissed back to his position at the rate desk, the manager seemed to get over the 
whole affair. Dad would have surely lost his job had he shown any belligerence by attempting to personally make up the five 
dollars. 

In those same years, both of his older sisters and one older brother had all married and left home. Dad’s oldest brother 
was 11 years older and had completed law school and, although he was technically still living at home, he was mostly away as 
he had entered the Naval Reserve as an intelligence officer. 

December 1941 

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Dad, like many others, was willing to enlist in the military. At his older brother’s 
prompting, it would be an easy decision to enter the Navy as his office and stenographer knowledge would allow him to en-
ter as a Yeoman Third Class. In early 1942, he resigned his position with the Burlington and entered the Navy. 

Within three weeks, however, Dad would be given a medical discharge as his heart rate ran over 200 and would continue 
to do that for the rest of his life. He was able to return to his original position with the Railroad as they had not yet filled his 
vacancy. 

By 1944, his position would be a bit more defined as a Rate Clerk. This now meant that someone else took the initial 
order and he would plug in the correct tariff to be assigned and charged to the order. This would be a significant change that 
would affect his job description for the balance of his time with the company. 

In all of this, the office floors were large open areas, with cubicles only coming later in office architecture. 

War Ends – 1945 

Mom and Dad were married in April, 1944, and took an apartment on North Cicero Avenue on the west side of Chica-
go. Post-war railroads made quick and steady moves toward dieselization and replaced the woefully poor-shape equipment 
that had been run to a frazzle during the demands of a wartime economy. Rates were still heavily managed by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission in the face of a growing trucking industry and a country now able to put money into a post-war in-
frastructure––highways. 

I came along in the summer of 1946 and would spend my preschool years in that apartment. It was over a row of store-

Two photos taken in late 1939 or early 1940 at the freight order 

counter. By now, Dad was in his early 20s and well on his way in the 

Burlington offices. 

Dad was involved with taking initial orders for shipments. Others in the 

office would complete the order where consignees and shippers were 

matched up, necessary equipment would be called for, and appropri-

ate billing set out for the shipper. From here, waybills would be creat-

ed and distributed for setting out appropriate rolling stock to begin the 

shipment. 
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fronts on Cicero Avenue and a major north-south trolley route that served thousands of people each day who traveled out 
and returned to the area each day. 

By four years of age, I had spent many hours sitting on a small stool surveying my realm from that second floor window, 
and I was the master of all passing trolleys. On cool nights in the summer, they would operate with the windows open and I 
would call out from my window for the motorman to ring the bell. Often, they would. I was ecstatic. 

Dad would sit with me for hours and we would identify the various types of trolleys rolling by: St. Louis, Pullman, J.G. 
Brill, Peter Witt, the 4000-series articulated cars, and my favorite, the “bowling alleys.” That name was given them due to 
seats only down the side walls and the center was kept open for huge numbers of riders who, in Chicago, were called “the 
strap hangers.” 

There was 24-hour service but the busiest time was during the rush hours, early morning and late afternoon into the 
evening, where they offered 5-minute service. Translation: the rush hour had a minimum of 24 trolleys per hour (counting 
both directions) passing by my second floor vantage point. It was like living in the glide path of an airport. There was a nearly 
Richter Scale din that would momentarily stop conversations. My mom always said there was only dust on the floor as any-
thing higher would vibrate off the edge and fall to the floor. 

West Side Model Railroad Club 

In those same post-war years, Dad became part of a small railroad club in the basement of his brother-in-law, George 
Patsios, and his two brothers-in-law, George Bell and Eddy Schmitt. These were the years where the cost of a locomotive 
was a major part of a monthly income and the available options were limited. Mantua, Varney, Bowser, and John English 
(later Penn Line and still later Bowser by a second owner) were the major offerings and a few more that are now largely for-
gotten. 

The railroad was an around-the-room passenger line with storage yards and a few sidings for some freight operations. All 
of the track work was hand laid and turnouts operated with large Challenger twin-coil switch machines that shook the bench-
work when thrown. 

Above: Of all of the passes that I received from 

Dad, this was probably the most colorful and the 

only one with some historic nature. 

Here is a Challenger switch machine from the 

Pioneer Electric Company in Chicago. These 

were available with an accessory pack of con-

tacts that could be added onto each end that 

could be wired to operate signal lamps and sem-

aphores along the right of way. 

George Bell working with the track plan and a complicated 

scratchbuilt crossover. 
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Later the railroad would have scenery made of window 
screen and covered with wood fiber plaster. Coloring was 
done with oil-base paints and grass was made from coarse 
sawdust colored in Rit® clothing dyes. 

George Patsios was working for the Illinois Bell Tele-
phone Company, so the layout did not lack for electrical sup-
plies for powering the rails. The railroad was dismantled when George got called up with the Illinois National Guard for ser-
vice in Korea. The locomotives and rolling stock were boxed up and would wait until they could be unpacked again several 
years later. At the end of the war, George would move to Atlanta, Georgia, and the remnants of the club were distributed out 
and the members disbanded. Dad’s share of that would wait another two years for me to “come of age” as Dad saw it. 

Move to the Suburbs 

In the late summer of 1951, Dad decided that he had enough of the din of trolley noise, so when our apartment lease 
came due, we moved to the nearby suburb of Oak Park. Shortly after, Dad got really fried as the Chicago Transit Authority 
(CTA) ended Cicero Avenue trolley service on the first day of November, 1951, and replaced all transit traffic with rubber-
tired equipment. I don’t think my dad ever rode on the CTA again. 

For Christmas of 1951, Dad fixed me up with an American Flyer Pacific locomotive and a five-car set that would be as-
sembled on the dining room floor. Dad and the uncles took over and were involved with switching moves and counting how 
few moves a series of operations could be conducted in. I was fascinated. I would not understand until years later what 
switching operations were all about. 

Return to the City 

In 1954, we moved back into Chicago in the house held by my grandparents on my mom’s side of the family. Gram had 
been diagnosed with a cancer and my grandfather, then in his 70s, was still working and she needed some assistance during 
the day when he was not around. 

In that same year, Dad was asked to take a position of freight rate clerk in an office in Aurora, Colorado. There was to be 
no change in job description or pay grade, just a move and an opportunity. Dad declined as we had recently moved back into 
town because of my grandmother. Gram died in the summer of 1955 and the responsibilities that my mom shouldered were 
ended. The railroad never again asked my dad about the Aurora position. Although the position was also offered to Bob 
Dowling, longtime friend of Dad, it went unfilled. Dad always questioned whether turning it down was actually a good idea 
as it may well have been a dead end for his career. 

With the move back to Chicago, the basement held a large space for a more permanent model railroad. The boxes of 
railroad gear that had been boxed up in 1950 from the club railroad were pulled out of a coal cellar used for storage and with 
that, Dad moved me to HO scale. We built a 4 x 8 railroad and included my first efforts at scenicking and electrical operation 
of turnouts from a control panel. It was then that I got my first lessons at constructing track and turnouts. It was great and 
this basement would be my laboratory for my discovery into modeling. 

Dad built a power pack which was made from a large multiple pole transformer about the size of a car battery and need-
ed jumper wires to connect the various poles to get the desired voltage output. The alternating current was rectified with a 
selenium rectifier that produced enough heat to warm an enclosed football stadium in Minnesota. This would be the power 
supply that Dad would start me with and I would carry to California and power my early rekindling of the hobby after my 

These are Dad’s tools for hand laying track which were necessary 

in the early days of HO modeling. Shown here is a Rail Chief track 

gauge with Umpco spikes. The spikes were dropped into the holes in 

the tool and then hammered in with the two-prong punch. Dad taught 

me how to construct track and turnouts with these tools. 

Dad is working on the West Side Model Railroad Club layout in 

1947 before Linn Wescott claimed the name L-girder construction 

for himself. Working with wood screws at that time required three drill 

sets for each screw. First would be a pilot hole that would be a bit long-

er than the length of the screw and clear enough for the body of the 

screw less the threads. A second drill would be necessary for the clear-

ance of the full body of the screw through the top board so as to assure 

tightening the two boards. A third step would be to use a conical tool 

called a countersink that would allow the screw head to be below the 

surface of the boards when fully tight. All done only with hand tools. 
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return from Vietnam in 1970. 

With the track work laid down, the Mantua 
and Varney locomotives were coaxed into roll-
ing again and we had an operating railroad. 
These were the early days of Snap-Track® and 
Dad was not a fan. He also did not like the 
fiber tie flex-track that was available at the time 
because the fiber material would randomly 
shrink and the rails would not stay in gauge. 

Not long after the move back to Chicago, 
Dad and I took a walk to the neighborhood 
hobby shop, Manor Hobby on North Avenue. 
It was run by Nap and Yevette Garceau, who 
later became good friends as I went to school 
with their kids, Yvonne and Rene. 

We sized up a newly released 1954 Globe 
Models F7 diesel with a Santa Fe warbonnet 
paint job. It had all wheels powered by twin 
gearboxes that were really well made. Dad sat 
with me and I learned to file casting flash and 
how to tap threads into pre-cast holes. This 
would be my earliest forays into metal working 
and machine shop skills. Globe Models was 
absorbed into Athearn Models a few years later 
and the gearbox design fell away to a questionable drive mechanism with rubber bands. The only rubber band drive locos I 
would ever own were the Athearn Hustlers that came out in 1956. They ran at about a scale 300 miles per hour and would 
later sit on my shelf in Boise until 1997, when a group of modelers in Boise built a 72-foot-long, two-track drag strip for 
Hustlers. 

What Did Dad Do, Really? 

Somewhere along the line, I decided that Dad’s work was monumentally boring. I was about seven years old and I had 
decided that the only real work of a railroader was to be freezing his butt off bouncing boxcars around in some freight yard. 
This office worker stuff was simply boring. I have never been clear when any kid begins to figure out what his father does for 
a living; but they surely don’t make a connection to food on the table every night. 

There was no question that I was exposed to railroads. They were everywhere and completely unavoidable. When driving 
any direction in Chicago, travel was impossible without crossing a bridge or underpass. In 1908, most of the rights-of-way 
were raised on the north and west sides of the city to allow for street traffic to pass underneath. On the south side of the city, 
most rail lines were still at street grade south of 63rd Street and most noticeable where many lines turned east towards north-
ern Indiana. 

I recall once being with Dad in the car on the far south side and counting cars as we waited at a crossing gate. Once 
clear, we made a turn and within a short distance we encountered yet another train. We again began counting cars and it was-
n’t long before we realized that this was the same train that had stopped us previously. 

I could not figure out how Dad could work for a railroad and not actually be near one. Only later would I give him a 
pass on what he did with the railroad. But before that, I became curious about this or that advancement position he might 
come home talking about. I remember being fascinated at the complexity of the titles that were used for his job descriptions; 
for example, assistant freight rate manager. 

The part that I really did not understand was why you could be a 
freight rate investigator before you were a chief rate clerk. I thought that 
being a clerk was foundational to anything else. I was never clear on 
what an investigator might do if everyone else was doing their job. What 
is there to investigate? 

Then in 1959 came the title Assistant General Freight Agent. Now 
that sounded like something important. I suppose that the added word 
“General” in there made some sort of difference. I even occasionally 
addressed him as “General.” It always made him laugh. 

Dad was not one to bring home a lot of railroad humor or jokes. He 

Here is a mix of Mantua, Varney, and a few now unknown manufacturers that Dad 

had when he was with the West Side Model Railroad Club. These are what he started 

me with in 1954 and I still have in a wall shelf collection. He had a string of JC Silversides 

passenger cars that had highly detailed embossed aluminum sides, very much like Ameri-

can Beauty and Walthers cars of that period. The downside of all of these cars was there 

was not good glue that would bond to the aluminum; thus, none of those cars survived. 
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had his share of stories but few were of a railroad nature. 

He once told of an Irish division superintendent whose brogue 
was so thick that he was unintelligible and thus did everything in 
written reports. This became a problem as he would fire off lengthy 
reports of anything, no matter how minor, to his superiors. They 
would sound serious enough and begin with all manner of details and 
descriptions and in the end, they were mostly nothing. He had numerous reprimands and finally his division boss told him to 
decide what was really important and shorten this stuff up or he would be relegated to a track gang and a ballast crew. 

Sometime later in his division, he had a wheel failure that caused a huge derailment that had any number of cars in a 
nearly ready-to-harvest corn field and hungry cattle ranging wild over the territory. It would certainly be grounds for a de-
tailed report. However, the following report was sent up to the division, “Off again. On again. Gone again, Finnigan.” I 
found this to be wildly funny as it was the least expected punch line that could have come out of this. 

In November of 1960, Mom was diagnosed with an undefined leukemia and a week later she was gone. I was 14 and a 
freshman in high school. She was 40 years old and Dad was 42. 

Everything went on hold. There was no talk of railroads or work or what I might be doing in this or that class in school. 
The world just went empty for a long time. 

Mom had been taking Dad to a commuter passenger platform for the Milwaukee Railroad at the east end of the Cragin 
yard for several years. We only ever had one car and Mom used it during the days. That ended and Dad began driving into 
the Loop each day. 

Occasionally on a Saturday morning, we would work the HO layout we had built together some years before. It might be 
some electrical issue or adding detail to some area of the landscaping; but only if I asked. For the most part, we were all ra-
ther to ourselves. My grandmother came in to ride herd on my sister and me, while Dad rather struggled to fill the void. 

I Begin My Own Pursuit of the Hobby 

The year 1960 was the beginning of the Centennial of the Civil War and I was becoming interested in that era of railroad-
ing. I had some required history classes in high school and now this was all very interesting. Mantua Metal Products had re-
leased a model of The General locomotive about eight years before and I had a lot of questions. Dad would find some maga-
zine articles that might be relevant and we became more regular 
in our subscription to Model Railroader magazine. He rather left 
me alone to my own interests and pursuits of modeling as I got 
better at building things and solving problems for myself. 

I found an early Mantua kit of The General and assembled it 
and actually got it to run reasonably well. I had disassembled 
and reassembled Dad’s old Varney Pacific locomotive and the 
Mantua Mogul several times and made them run again, so I was 
sort of practiced in fiddling with steam locomotives. I saved my 
nickels and dimes and purchased a few freight cars that were 
intended to go with The General locomotive. 

In 1961, I discovered Labelle Models, a company then lo-
Although refitted due to glue failures, this first Labelle boxcar is 

still bouncing around on my railroad. 

These three passes are of particular interest as 

they show the validity date being clearly printed 

and then additional years added manually. This is 

my dad’s handwriting  
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cated in eastern Wisconsin. I first built their Soo Line boxcar and I was on 
my way to a life of truss rods that still shapes my era of modeling. The early 
1960s also shaped my interest in history and caused me to do well in such 
studies in school. 

In 1962, Dad had a promotion that was defined with a new title of 
General Freight Agent. At dinner one night, I asked if they had given him a 
separate office. The response was “No” as most office positions were still 
out in the open floors of operation. I announced that I was not impressed. 
“You’re not somebody until you have your own office.” 

A year later Dad was again promoted to Assistant Freight Traffic Man-
ager and this time he did, in fact, have an office. “So how many windows?” 
I defiantly replied. Dad was dumbfounded as this had never been a conversation before. I think he perceived me as eternally 
unimpressed. In fact, I still held that what he was up to was, in fact, simply boring. 

In 1964, he was moved to an office that did have two windows but only looked out into the central ventilation column 
that many pre air-conditioned buildings used for cooling in the hot humid Chicago summers. I pointed that out to him but 
this time he was ready for my ridicule. 

“Oh yeah, where does your office look out to?” he shot back. 

“I don’t have an office.” I replied, knowing full well that I was losing altitude in this debate. “Well, let me know when 
you do!” he laughed. 

I was thwarted. 

Watch for Part 2 in the May 2023 Switchlist. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Not getting the bi-monthly  

NMRA eBULLETIN? 
The new NMRA eBulletin comes out every other month near the first of the month. Either your 

SPAM filter is blocking it, or you need to update your email address with us. Have HQ update your 
address at: http://www.nmra.org/customer-service-request 

PNR Train Orders 
Any member who has elected to unsubscribe to the Train Orders direct email 
(via Constant Contact) but now wishes to resubscribe needs to contact Jack 
Hamilton, Train Orders editor/dispatcher. 

 

These are the instructions to resubscribe: 

1. Send an email to gradiver@wavecable.com with your name, NMRA #, email address, and 
a request to resubscribe. 

2. When you receive the confirmation message from Constant Contact, promptly complete 
the actions required. 

https://www.nmra.org/customer-service-request
mailto:gradiver@wavecable.com
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Ferroequinology 101 
Article by Craig Ehlert, 5th Division 

I live in Bozeman, Montana, which is in the Gallatin Valley. Montana has a history of using natural resources in mines, 
agriculture, and beautiful scenery. On September 12th, I participated in what was called “The OLLI Shorts Program” at 
Montana State University. OLLI is the acronym for Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes. Each participant (there were eight in 
total) did an 8-minute or shorter presentation about a topic of their interest. OLLI's target market is those above 50 years of 
age, which fits very well with a typical demographic in model railroading. I used the title Ferroequinology 101 for my presenta-
tion, which normally took me 7-1/2 minutes to do in practices before the actual presentation. 

I talked about the history of the start of model railroading, typically beginning with a Lionel train set one received at 
Christmas, and went on to discuss the skills developed; the choices of timeframes being modeled; the space requirements; 
creating scenes, structures, bridges; painting and weathering; clubs and historical societies; organizations such as the NMRA; 
and ended by comparing model railroading to a play production. I used lots of pictures of models and prototype railroads to 
help tell the story. This was actually a lot of fun to do. 

On November 10th, I gave another presentation about model railroading at a local public library. This one was entitled 
Recreating and Experiencing the History of the Gallatin Valley Through Ferroequinology. This was a more traditional presentation that 
lasted an hour and a half. It was held in the evening so that people could attend after work. I selected the month of Novem-
ber to celebrate National Model Railroading Month. I was really happy to share our great hobby with the 35+ people who 
attended the event. 

I started by discussing the history of Montana through the old trails that helped establish the mining and agriculture in-
dustries in the state, and which were the backbone of the transportation system. These included Native American trails; river-
boats going up and down the Missouri River between St. Louis and Fort Benton, Montana; and early roads for automobiles. I 
also discussed the importance of the railroads in developing our two national parks, Yellowstone and Glacier. I then dove 
into development of railroads in the Gallatin Valley by using four separate examples of either short branch lines for mining 
and agricultural needs, or the development of a trolley and interurban system in Bozeman that eventually connected with a 
transcontinental railroad, or the addition of an alternate, lower grade routing of the Northern Pacific Railway’s main line to 
make it easier for trains going uphill to make the route faster in the days of steam locomotives. 

These were all presented historically, and then I described how each example could be the basis of a model railroad with 
a little discussion of the size and shape of possible layouts. This presentation included maps, pictures, and stories about histo-
ry and then a discussion of how to recreate that with model railroads. I used 96 slides to do the presentation, most of which 
were on the screen for only a few seconds, but some around a minute. This program was well received and was a lot of fun 
to present as well. It gave me a way to discuss our great hobby with a sense of how it might explain some of the history in the 
state. This is a way to combine history with the purpose of railroads, then explore how it can be recreated through our won-
derful hobby. Give it a try as way to support and promote our hobby while having some fun doing it!! 

The author giving his OLLI presentation at the Belgrade Community Library in Belgrade, Montana. Greg Kujawa 

photo 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osher_Lifelong_Learning_Institutes
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From the Engineer’s Side of the Cab 
Jeff Herrmann, President 

Although I like to think of myself as an outdoors kind of guy (think camping, hiking, fishing, 
kayaking, and canoeing), I must admit that I really enjoy this time of year when the weather outside 
makes me think that being at the workbench or in the train room is a better choice! For the past cou-
ple of months, and, I predict, the next couple of months, I’ve been catching up on needed work to 
get my home layout closer to being “up and running” and working on a few kits I bought years ago to 
“build when I retired.” 

I am also enjoying getting together with friends again and running trains on their home layouts 
and at the club––something that seemed almost unthinkable just a year or two ago. As inconvenient 
as it seemed at the time, along the way (when we couldn’t meet in person) I think we picked up some 
pretty valuable new skills by discovering how to use technology to enhance our modeling, communi-
cation, and fellowship. 

My hope, however, is that this newfound technology in our hobby enhances, not replaces, the benefits and fellowship we 
get from actually being in person with fellow model railroaders! To that end, I do have a few thoughts I would like to share 
with you. 

• By now you have seen the announcement of the NMRA Interchange. The Interchange will provide an online space for 
our members to collaborate, learn, exchange ideas and information, and chat about all things model railroading. The 
NMRA Interchange will connect you with members from across the NMRA using voice and text chat. The 
“Hangout Rooms” are available for video conversations anytime without the need to pre-schedule. The NMRA In-
terchange uses the Discord platform, which is available through a web browser like Microsoft Edge or Google 
Chrome. You can also download the Discord desktop application or the Discord mobile app for your smartphone 
and/or tablet. The software works on iOS, MacOS, Windows, Linux, and Android. You can download the Discord 
application from here: https://discord.com/download. You can register for Discord and the NMRA Interchange at: 
https://www.nmra.org/nmra-interchange 

In the coming months, both PNR and your Division will be learning more about how to use this new service. 

• Also in the coming months, the PNR Education Team will be assisting our divisions in sending out electronic mem-
ber surveys to find out more about what your modeling interests and needs are. We plan to use this information to 
enhance our in-person clinic presentations and layout tours as well as to make you aware of online resources that are 
available in areas of interest to you. 

• The PNR Board recently kicked off our Pathfinder program that will link every new member in the Division with a 
Pathfinder (mentor or “big brother”) to help establish a welcoming environment that leads to engagement and con-
tinued involvement with the NMRA. We all know that sending emails and generic electronic invitations to events 
and activities is not an effective means of contact; or what I am talking about here. We need to achieve a “personal 
connection” between every member and the NMRA. Our goal is not to contract with individuals for some level of 
service, but rather try to create a personal relationship that has, at its heart, our mutual enjoyment of the great hobby 
of model railroading! Suffice it to say that they won’t care about us unless they know we care about them. Is becom-
ing a Pathfinder something you would be interested in? If so, please contact your Division Superintendent or Mem-
bership Chair. We will give you an orientation and some simple tools to use that will assure success. 

I am looking forward to seeing you and many of our modeling friends at Prairie Line Experience, the PNR Convention 
in Tacoma in May. Please sign up soon if you haven’t already. 

Finally, I want to express my heartfelt thanks on behalf of a grateful Pacific Northwest Region to Ed Liesse who is step-
ping down as our region’s Office Manager after 13 years of remarkable service! Our new Office Manager is James Keena of 
3rd Division, who lives in Nampa, Idaho. 

If you think I can be helpful in getting NMRA members more engaged or expanding our membership in your area, let 
me know. My focus, and that of our PNR Board of Directors, is to find ways to enhance the value of your NMRA member-
ship. 

I wish each and every one of you good health and clear tracks ahead! I am humbled and excited to serve as President of 
Pacific Northwest Region. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Officers’ Reports 

https://discord.com/download
https://www.nmra.org/nmra-interchange
https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
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From the Fireman’s Side of the Cab 
Richard Kürschner, Vice President 

What have you done for your hobby recently?  

No, not what have you done in your hobby, but what have you done for your hobby? Some folks 
can be manufacturers, distributors, and retailers. Some folks can develop new techniques and teach us 
about them. But that isn't most of us. So what can the rest of us do? We can be hobby evangelists! 

I know that sounds scary, but it really isn't. If you're not comfortable with the term evangelist, how 
about champion? Still not comfortable? Then let's just call it what it really is––making hobby friends. 
Make some new friends or convert some old ones. Be open about your habit, er, I mean, your hobby! 
You are a practitioner of an amazing hobby. Be proud of it! Other hobbies are fun, but what other 
hobby combines model making, art, electronics, woodworking, computers, research, and many other 
specializations? You or your new friends might not like one or more of those aspects, but the rest are 
still so much fun. And you know that, so share it. 

Sometimes new friends come to you. For those of you in clubs that have open houses or public displays, you are seen by 
a lot of people. Don't hide behind the layout, go forward and talk to your visitors. Show it off; be excited! If they show inter-
est, invite them to the next club meeting or the next Division meet. Offer to show off your home layout if you have one, or 
make yourself available to answer questions. The goal is to make more friends (and thus more people in the hobby). And 
then invite them to join so they can have more friends too. 

Sometimes you go out and find or convert friends. Most of us have children and grandchildren, nephews, nieces, and 
children of friends. So why not give them trains for presents? My granddaughter had her first train set by the time she was 11 
days old. It was a Brio-type wooden letter name train on a bit of track. It made a nice room decoration at the time. Now at 2, 
she has more and loves pushing them around. She and her mom keep asking me to get her more. Is she working on her 
MMR? Nope, that's not the point. She is just doing essentially what I did with my dad’s Lionel at the same age, getting bitten 
by the bug! 

I don't know about you, but the thing I like best about the NMRA is something that we don't advertise enough: the 
friendships I've made. It is fun to work on the layout, but it is also fun to meet friends at our Division and Regional meets. 
So why not make a few more friends? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Treasurer’s Report 
Rick Martin 

Happy New Year PNR Members. I trust you had delightful celebrations with your family and friends over the holiday 
days. And now we are on to a new year. 

As requested by the Board, the financial institution for all PNR funds was moved to a new place. One reason for the 
move was that the then-existing brick-and-mortar bank was not located in all potential locations for new treasurers going 
forward. After evaluation of several national name banks and other possibilities, the chosen new place for our monies was 
Fidelity Investments. So as of last September, the transition was complete for the bank and the invested funds followed in 
October. All funds are accessible via an internet connection which makes the transition to a new treasurer easy. 

Since last reported, the software program QuickBooks® is no longer being used. The program was over three years old 
with no updates available unless expensive monthly options were selected. It was also evaluated that our organization does 
not need the information that can be provided by a business or other more financial needy organization. Hence, it was decid-
ed that the software data would all be put into a spreadsheet that just told the story more simply. So a spreadsheet was creat-
ed that will show income and expense for the various elements of PNR. 

The monies and investment dollars transferred from the former accounts total around $23,000. It was discussed previ-
ously that PNR did not need to remain in the equities investment business. So we are now holding CDs instead of stocks. We 
have 1-year and 3-year CDs that total $14,000. The remaining funds are in a Money Market Fund that will be used for check-
ing. Besides our expenses, this fund will fluctuate on a monthly basis since the fund pays interest and dividends that fluctuate. 

A new fiscal year budget was developed based on past years’ financial experiences. Budgets are typically based on pro-
jected income/expense figures. The 2023 budget reflects a potential loss much lower than the 2022 budget. As in previous 
years, PNR budgets typically end in the red since income sources are limited to two main sources. Those sources are the 
NMRA Dues Allocation which is currently reallocated to our divisions. The other is our payback for the overall profit from 
our Annual Convention. Since attendance at this event has waned in recent years, the profit sharing has been much lower. 
On the expense side, we have recurring expenses that impact the bottom line severely in most cases. But as a Board, we are 
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always looking for ways to change the pattern. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Office Manager’s Report 
James Keena 

This report to the Members of the Pacific Northwest Region, NMRA, covers the months of January 2022 through Janu-
ary 2023. As you can see in Table 1, the Pacific Northwest Region, which is made up of seven (7) Divisions, currently has a 
total of 1,363 members. 

Remember ––Membership retention is the job of every member!! 

Much of this report (Tables 1 through 4) centers on the relationship when individuals come on board as a new member 
and the time they go on the 30-60-day Past Due Reports. Look at the tables to see how your division is performing. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Table 1. Membership showing Rail Pass (RP) portion by Division  

Div 
Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22 Jul-22 Aug-22 Sep-22 Oct-22 Nov-22 Dec-22 Jan-23 Net +/- over 

year Jan–Jan Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP 

1 83 0 83 1 83 1 83 1 81 1 82 1 82 1 82 1 83 1 79 1 77 1 83 0 80 0 -3 

2 116 2 116 2 116 1 119 1 120 2 118 2 118 2 117 1 119 1 119 1 115 1 128 1 120 0 4 

3 67 1 67 1 65 1 66 1 66 1 65 1 64 1 66 1 67 0 64 0 64 1 65 0 65 0 -2 

4 457 8 456 7 452 7 453 7 449 7 449 10 447 11 443 10 434 11 435 10 430 10 444 2 445 0 -12 

5 207 5 207 5 209 6 207 4 203 4 203 5 200 0 200 6 197 6 200 6 195 4 197 0 193 0 -14 

6 208 0 212 0 208 0 204 0 203 1 202 0 204 1 207 1 203 1 199 1 198 1 194 0 201 1 -7 

7 264 0 267 0 269 0 274 0 268 0 273 0 275 0 274 1 273 1 270 1 266 1 256 0 259 0 -5 

Tot 1402 16 1408 16 1400 17 1402 14 1390 16 1392 19 1390 16 1389 21 1376 21 1366 20 1345 19 1367 3 1363 1 -39 

Table 2. New members showing Rail Pass portion by Division 

Div 
Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22 Jul-22 Aug-22 Sep-22 Oct-22 Nov-22 Dec-22 Jan-23 Total 

Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP 

1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 6 1 

3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 1 

4 4 0 4 0 1 0 4 1 2 1 5 2 2 1 1 0 3 1 2 0 5 4 1 0 5 0 39 10 

5 2 1 1 0 4 2 2 0 0 0 4 1 3 1 2 1 1 0 6 0 1 2 1 0 2 0 29 8 

6 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3 0 8 2 

7 0 0 3 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 13 1 

Tot 9 1 10 1 7 2 11 1 4 3 13 3 6 2 7 1 6 1 9 0 8 7 2 2 12 0 103 24 

Table 3. Members 30-days Past Due showing Rail Pass portion by Division 

Div 
Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22 Jul-22 Aug-22 Sep-22 Oct-22 Nov-22 Dec-22 Jan-23 

Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP 

1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

2 2 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 

3 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

4 6 0 5 0 5 0 4 1 8 0 9 0 4 0 12 0 14 0 16 1 8 2 9 0 7 0 

5 3 0 2 0 5 1 5 1 5 0 3 0 6 0 3 0 4 0 3 0 2 1 2 1 1 0 

6 2 0 11 0 5 0 4 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 4 0 4 0 2 0 4 1 1 0 

7 4 0 3 0 5 0 3 0 2 0 1 0 2 0 3 0 1 0 3 0 5 0 11 1 2 0 

Tot  18 0 23 0 23 1 17 2 23 0 17 0 14 0 21 1 26 0 34 1 18 3 26 3 15 0 

Table 4. Members 60-days Past Due showing Rail Pass portion by Division 

Div 
Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22 Jul-22 Aug-22 Sep-22 Oct-22 Nov-22 Dec-22 Jan-23 

Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP 

1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 

2 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 

3 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 

4 4 2 6 0 3 0 5 0 4 1 5 0 9 0 4 0 12 0 5 0 15 0 7 2 4 1 

5 0 0 2 0 1 0 5 1 3 1 5 0 3 0 5 0 3 0 4 0 2 1 1 1 2 1 

6 5 0 1 0 11 0 5 0 4 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 4 0 4 0 2 0 2 1 

7 12 0 3 0 1 0 3 0 2 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 11 0 

Tot 25 2 15 0 18 0 21 1 14 2 20 0 16 0 12 0 21 1 17 0 29 1 14 3 19 3 
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Achievement Program Report 
Bill Fassett, AP Manager 

The region’s AP Team ended the year with a strong November and 106 AP certificates awarded during 2022, plus two 
MMRs added to the national roster. December and January were slower than a year prior, but we have several modelers on 
the cusp of attaining their MMRs. 

Featured Category: AP Certificate for Chief Dispatcher 

Recent Changes 

The 2020 Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) for 
Chief Dispatcher has eliminated the separate Record 
and Validation Form and incorporated the Operating 
Log into the SOQ form. 

However, you may submit the operating log on a 
separate form, such as an Excel spreadsheet. 

Key Elements 

Part 1. Operating experience 

The Chief Dispatcher award recognizes the ability to 
PARTICIPATE IN OPERATING SESSIONS of a 
model railroad or railroads, requiring a minimum of 
50 hours of experience in at least 3 of 5 categories, 
each of which has one or more roles: 

A. Engineer: 

1. Engineer, Mainline Passenger or Freight – Running mainline freight or passenger trains; 

2. Engineer, Wayfreight – Running wayfreights with the required switching 

B. Yardmaster: 

1. Yardmaster – Runs a freight yard, makes up trains, and directs arrivals and departures from the yard; 

2. Stationmaster – Runs a passenger station and related switching, making up consists as required 

C. Hostler: 

1. Hostler – Runs engine facilities, sets out engines assigned to the trains; 

2. Power Desk – Decides correct motive power for each train and assigns throttles; 

D. Towerman: 

1. Towerman – Operates one or more towers (control panels) on a layout; 

2. Traffic Manager – Specifies the route(s), determines which cars go and come from each industry, and the 
amount and location of traffic; optionally using a computer to carry out these functions; 

3. Road Master – Serves as operating session trouble-shooter and makes repairs. 

E. Dispatcher: Coordinates all train movements. 

Not all of these roles are available at any given layout, particularly smaller layouts or those with centralized control. Use of 
JMRI OperationsPro, PanelPro, or other software is definitely allowed. The member of the Op Sessions team that runs 
the back end of OperationsPro would be counted as the traffic manager in most settings. 

Also note that a member may accumulate hours at more than one layout. If you attend an operations session at the re-
gional convention in Tacoma, for example, be sure to take your Operating Log sheet with you to have your activity docu-
mented. 

A minimum of 10 hours must be spent in each of two categories from A, B, C, or D, and 10 hours must be spent as Dis-
patcher (category E). 

Part 2. Knowledge of how to set up operations on a model railroad 

• Prepare a diagram of a layout capable of having at least two mainline trains plus yard switching in simultaneous 
operation. The diagram should indicate pertinent simulated distances for the purpose of the associated timetable. 

• Develop a timetable for this railroad, simulating at least eight hours of prototypical operation, during which at 
least three scheduled mainline trains move in each direction. Not sure what it should look like? One example is 
available from the NMRA website: https://www.nmra.org/chief-dispatcher  

A portion of the dispatcher’s panel from Daryl Kruse’s UP Railroad Evans-

ton Subdivision. Screenshot from Daryl‘s YouTube video S2022E44: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixMA1KkPU4g 

https://www.nmra.org/chief-dispatcher
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixMA1KkPU4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixMA1KkPU4g
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• Develop a train chart (graph), with at least one train meet, along with time and movement data. You don’t know 
what this should look like? NMRA’s website provides the answer at: https://www.nmra.org/chief-dispatcher. 

• Develop or adapt a system for one layout along with necessary forms, such as manifests and yard lists. 

You can use a computer system to do this, such as JMRI OperationsPro. You can copy and submit records from your 
club’s system. It is permissible to copy a packet prepared by a club or group of individuals to meet the paperwork require-
ments. The region has encouraged division AP managers to maintain an example package to share with modelers in their 
divisions. 

Relationship to Other Award Categories 

The layout diagram prepared for Electrical or Civil awards can be modified to meet the requirements for Dispatcher. 

Paperwork Reduction 

The paperwork from Part 2 must be reviewed at the Division level, but is not forwarded to National. An on-site evalua-
tion team can verify the existence of the required paperwork. 

Do Your Own Pre-Evaluation 

The 2020 SOQ form is available at https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/achievement/pdf/2020-soq-
dispat.pdf  

For more examples, Google “NMRA CHIEF DISPATCHER PAPERWORK” 

__________________________________________________________ 

Awards Earned Since the Last Switchlist 

Golden Spikes—The following members have earned a Golden Spike Award: 

Greg King 

Doug MacDonald 

Jim McKay 

Achievement Program Certificates—The following members have earned AP Certificates: 

Evan Comben––Association Volunteer 

Dennis Dreher – Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical 

The AP Team congratulates these superior model railroaders! 

Selected Pictures 

For this report, I’ve selected two pictures from the Inland NW Rail Museum––in case you’re wondering whether there 
will be a next generation of model railroad enthusiasts. Remember, if you are participating in the creation or maintenance of a 
layout at a public facility like a museum or library, you are eligible to serve on the PNR Public Services Committee and re-
ceive credit towards the Association Volunteer AP Certificate. Let your Division AP manager know about your activity. 

https://www.nmra.org/chief-dispatcher
https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/achievement/pdf/2020-soq-dispat.pdf
https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/achievement/pdf/2020-soq-dispat.pdf
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1st Division 
Rich Pitter, Superintendent 

First Division is organizing a mini-meet. The date, location, and other information will be posted on the Division's web-
site and contained in its February newsletter, Brakeman’s Rag. The Division website is: http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Division 
Jeff Shultz, Superintendent 

Second Division held its first meet of 2023 on January 21st at the Wilsonville Public Library in Wilsonville, Oregon. It 
was a successful meet with 16 in attendance and one other member attending via Zoom. Video of the meet is on YouTube at 
https://youtu.be/_sob3Aovj3I. Clinicians were Robert Leatha with a presentation on his under-construction Great Northern 
layout, concentrating on how he engineered and built his six-level helix, and Phil Selinger, who spoke on the Maryland & 
Pennsylvania Railroad and his Ma & Pa layout. 

Second Division's next meet will again be at the Wilsonville Public Library on Saturday, February 18 at 1:30 p.m. Geoff 
Bunza will be presenting the Three Amigos’ Steam ProtoThrottle and Craig Larsen will be presenting on his Cascade and 
Deschutes layout, with the layout open for tours after the meet. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3rd Division 
Shelley Shelstad, Superintendent 

The 3rd Division continues to wake from our long pandemic slumber with plans for a number of upcoming events. We 
hold two in-person meetings each month (one evening meeting with a business meeting and video clinics; and one Saturday 
meeting where we meet for lunch and then tour a local layout) and a Zoom meeting where we discuss all things trains. 

In March, we will hold our annual spring meet––a one-day event that will include clinics, AP judging, popular model dis-
plays, a silent auction, layout tours, and general good times. 

In April, we are planning a road trip to Twin Falls where we will visit two club layouts (one HO, the other with multiple 
scales) and the local hobby shop. 

Finally, in July we are planning a road trip to Fruitland to see an amazing collection of all things model or toy vehicle––
trains from the 1920s through the 2000s in every scale from N to 1 Gauge; metal cars; planes; and ships. It is one man’s life-
time collection that is housed in a private family-owned museum. After visiting the collection, we are planning a BBQ in the 
local park for members and their families. 

And of course, come May, we hope to see everyone in Tacoma for the PNR Regional Convention. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4th Division 
Bill Messecar, MMR, Superintendent 

The end of 2022 has been a very busy time for the 4th Division members supporting a two-week Christmas Show at the 
Washington State History Museum from December 16 to January 1, 2023. Both the HO and NTRAK modular groups had 
their members and modules on display with over 8,000 visitors to the museum during the show. We’ll also be running our 
modules at the Monroe, Washington, train show at the end of February 2023. 

Division Reports 

2nd Division Meets Online 
2nd Division has scheduled Meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month. 
For more info, see: https://2dpnr.org/html/events.html. Recorded Zoom 
Meets are at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMrJ-
wg0pHqoke3px4F66g 

http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/
https://youtu.be/_sob3Aovj3I
https://2dpnr.org/html/events.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMrJ-wg0pHqoke3px4F66g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWMrJ-wg0pHqoke3px4F66g
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Of course, Kurt Laidlaw and his team have been very busy completing arrangements for the May 2023 PNR convention 
Prairie Line Experience in Tacoma, Washington, May 10-14, 2023. Hope you are all planning to attend a great menu of clin-
ics, layout tours, operating sessions, and model displays, plus an excellent banquet and speaker. 

During 2022, we continued to host monthly on-line clinics in various parts of Puget Sound as well as a monthly layout 
tour led by Burr Stewart and Lee Marsh (Lee’s layout was featured on the Model Railroader cover two months in a row). This 
program has been running since May of 2020 and, along with our local clinics, we have recorded and posted 160 programs to 
our 4D YouTube channel. We now have 2,000 subscribers and over 275,000 views. If you haven’t checked out these clinics 
and tours, they are easy to find on YouTube by typing in “4DPNR” or visit https://www.youtube.com/c/4DPNRMovies. 
You can also check for future programs and their meeting dates and times by visiting our online newsletter, the 4D Grab 
Iron. There’s a lot to see from N scale, HOn3, HO, S, and O scale layouts. Check it out! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5th Division 
Peter Armstrong, Superintendent 

We have a few upcoming events within the 5th Division: 

March 5, Sunday – Spring 2023 Model Train Show, Spokane County Fairgrounds, Spokane, WA 

April 15, Saturday-- 5th Division Annual Business Meeting, Inland NW Rail Museum, Reardan, WA 

April 22, Saturday – Livingston Railroad Swap Meet, The Livingston Depot Center, Livingston, MT 

April 23, Sunday -- Helena Train Show, Helena, MT 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6th Division 
Ed Molenkamp, Superintendent 

Greetings from the 6th Division. As I say every spring, I am looking forward to the upcoming “Show Season.” There is a 
full slate of shows/conventions all the way to June. For further details, keep an eye on the “Upcoming Events” list on the 
PNR website. 

Dennis Dreher has been appointed as AP vice-chairman. Congratulations Dennis! 

Membership in the Division is doing well with renewals being quite steady. The Division will be having a booth at all of 
the upcoming shows to accentuate the benefits of joining.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7th Division 
Victor Gilbert, Superintendent 

The usual 7th Division events (RMMBC and VTEx) are in the planning stages for the upcoming year. 

The Railway Modelers Meet of British Columbia (RMMBC) is scheduled for May 2023. The RMMBC Committee is 
planning an In-Person meet. A “Virtual prologue” will be held on May 4th and 18th, with the In-Person meet the weekend 
of May 26th. Check out the RMMBC website ( http://railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca ) for details. 

The Vancouver Train Expo (VTEx) has been idle for the past three years but is again in the planning stages for VTEx 
2023. It is currently scheduled for November 4th and 5th. Check the VTEx website ( https://www.vancouvertrainexpo.ca ) 
for updates. 

The 7th is thankful for our committee members who continue delivering an exceptional experience to the Model Rail-
road community, whether Virtual or In-Person. 

4th Division Online Resources Open to All 

The 4th Division has a lot of resources available on its Grab Iron webpage: 
http://4dpnr.com/grab-iron-posts/ 

These include announcements of upcoming online clinics and layout tours plus a YouTube 
Channel that includes recordings of past clinics and layout tours and other presentations. 
Here is the link: https://www.youtube.com/c/4DPNRMovies 

https://pnrtacoma2023.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/4DPNRMovies
https://4dpnr.com/grab-iron-posts/
https://4dpnr.com/grab-iron-posts/
http://pnr.nmra.org/
http://railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca
https://www.vancouvertrainexpo.ca
http://4dpnr.com/grab-iron-posts/
https://www.youtube.com/c/4DPNRMovies
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PNR Interchange 
The PNR Interchange is a free service for PNR members wishing to buy, sell, donate, or exchange model or prototype railroad relat-

ed items. Commercial enterprise transactions and advertisements are not allowed except as provided for hobby stores below. Mem-

bers may also use this service to request or solicit hobby or railroad related information, research results, and other resources or ma-

terials from other members. Members’ classified ads and notices are restricted to text format only (no graphics) and length should be 

no longer than 120 words. Sequential ads of the same nature or having the same or nearly same content are not permitted. The suita-

bility of submitted classified ads for publication is determined at the sole discretion of the Switchlist Editor. Email your submission 

along with your NMRA membership number to the Editor at switchlist@pnr.nmra.org  

Hobby stores that support model railroading may include an advertisement in PNR Switchlist. The ad is limited in size to a business 

card size and should be provided in ready to copy and print format as determined by the Switchlist Editor. Advertisements for hobby 

stores that provide a discount for NMRA members shall be so identified with the advertisement. Hobby store ads may be run sequen-

tially issue to issue.  

Do you have “excess” model railroad equipment, kits, or supplies? 

Searching for that “special run” or hard-to-find locomotive?  

Looking for prototype or historical photos, track diagrams, or other information?  

 

Place your classified ad here in the PNR Interchange and  

connect with fellow PNR members! 

FOR SALE: Brass Tenshodo GN passenger set. F9A/B, 
both powered, 7 cars with lighting, all factory painted, near 
mint condition. All with boxes. Can ship or pick up in 
Courtenay BC. Contact Dwight Kayto at dkay-
to_itil@sasktel.net or call 306-537-7881. 

 

 

YOUR PERSONAL AD OR REQUEST FOR  

INFORMATION EXCHANGE COULD BE HERE! 

811B 16th St. W, Billings, MT 59102  

(406) 259-5354 

mailto:gmkujawa@gmail.com
https://www.pwrs.ca/
https://mrhmag.com/
mailto:dkayto_itil@sasktel.net
mailto:dkayto_itil@sasktel.net
https://www.rimrockhobbies.com/
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MOW Shed Kits Are Still Available! 
Jeff Herrmann, President 

PNR has about 25 Maintenance-of-Way shed kits still available for sale at $30 each. These kits were the ones used for the 
Modeling-With-the-Masters clinic at the 2022 PNR Convention in Eugene. The kit was originally produced by Motrack Mod-
els and the instructions have been updated and improved by Jack Hamilton, MMR. It is appropriate for nearly any road and 
era and will make a nice addition to your layout! 

 

Send a check for $30 per kit to: 

Pacific Northwest Region–NMRA 

PO Box 1012 

Rathdrum, ID 83858 

 

Make checks payable to: Pacific Northwest Region–NMRA 

 

Be sure to give us your contact info and let us know where to send your 
kit! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We were asked by MCR Cincinnati Division 7 to make the PNR membership aware of the following opportunity. –Editor 

 

Limited-Edition, HO Scale Freight Car Available for Sale/Purchase 

Through Cincinnati Division 7 
 

Cincinnati Division 7 is now offering a new, Limited-Edition, HO scale freight car for sale/purchase: a N&W 
HC-46 ACF 2-Bay Covered Hopper in a unique repaint scheme with patched-out data. 
 
The following link provides details about the car as well as pricing, shipping, and ordering information:  
https://www.cincy-div7.org/projects.html 
 
We thank you in advance for your support! 
 

Paul Maciulewicz 
NMRA; MCR; Cincinnati Division 7 
Car Projects Chairman 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cincy-div7.org%2Fprojects.html&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8d280fea75f5461895c808da9e442932%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637996312882350842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDA
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2023 

Feb 25–26, Monroe, WA 
30th Annual Washington State Model Railroad Show and Marketplace. Evergreen State Fairgrounds, 14405 179th Ave SE, Monroe, WA 
98272. Info: www.facebook.com/unwclub 

Feb 25-26, Saskatoon, SK 
Prairie Rail Workshop Model Railroad Club is holding its 38th Annual All Aboard Train Show at the Western Development Museum. 
For additional information, please check our Facebook page or our website: www.prairierailworkshop.com 

Mar 4 (Sat), Elsie, OR  
Pacific Model Loggers’ Congress. Camp 18 Restaurant and Logging Museum, Milepost 18, 42362 Highway 26. Info: pacificmodellogger-
scongress.org/ 

Mar 4 (Sat), Spokane, WA 
River City Modelers, 1130 E. Sprague Ave. Open house from 4 to 8 p.m. Stop by to see the River City Western in operation. This is a 41 
x 48 ft. two-level HO scale layout representing operations from the Cascade Mountains through Central and Eastern Washington into the 
Idaho Panhandle. Info: 509-535-3462 or email rcminfonow@gmail.com 

Mar 5 (Sun), Spokane, WA 
Spring Model Train Show, sponsored by River City Modelers, Spokane County Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana, Bldg. A, B and C. 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Admission $6 for adults, 12 and under free. Over 200 tables of all things model train and railroad related. Free-mo layouts in 
HO and N, Wtrak for kids to play with, Operation Lifesaver and other layouts too. For more information or table reservations, please 
contact: Shirley Sample, P.O. Box 3065, Spokane, WA 99220-3065 or 509-991-2317 or via email: shirley@busnws.com 

Mar 11 (Sat), Portland, OR 
Willamette Model RR Club Annual Swap Meet. Kliever Armory, 10000 NE 33rd Drive. Info: wmrrc.com 

Mar 12 (Sun), Calgary, AB 
CMRS Spring Mini Meet and CMT Flea Market, Glenmore Inn. Clinics, Show & Tell 

Mar 12 (Sun), Saskatoon, SK 
Spring Swap Meet at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 63. If you would like to participate and book a table for the meet, send an email 
to prwswapmeet@gmail.com 

Mar 18–19, Moose Jaw, SK 
Moose Jaw Model Train Show. Check www.tcmrc.org/ for updated information. 

Apr 1 (Sat), Edmonton, AB 
MMRF Spring Swap Meet: Central Lion's Senior Citizens Recreation Centre. 11113 113 St. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Admission $3. Info: Ric Fran-
coeur, swapmeet@mmrf.ca Ph. 780-458-1032 www.mmrf.ab.ca 

Apr 15–16, Calgary, AB 
SUPERTRAIN 2023, Canada’s Largest Model Train Show. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days. Genesis Centre, 7555 Falconridge Blvd. NE, Cal-
gary. Adult - $15, under 16 - free. Over 40,000 sq. ft. of operating layouts, exhibits and displays, railroad artists, hobby shops, model man-
ufacturers, demonstrations, museums and railroad historical associations, Lego and Thomas Play Area, garden railways, ride-on trains, and 
much more. Info: www.supertrain.ca or email to info@supertrain.ca 

Apr 30 (Sun), Helena, MT 
Annual Helena Railroad Fair, Helena Civic Center, Info: rrfair@mt.net 

May 10–14, Tacoma, WA 
2023 Pacific Northwest Region Convention "The Prairie Line Experience" including multiple 
tracks of clinics, layout tours spanning the region, contests, AP evaluations, train spotting op-
portunities, tours, and non-rail events. At the Comfort Inn and Suites. Info: 
www.pnrtacoma2023.org 

May 19–23, Regina, AB 
Queen City Express 6th Division, Pacific Northwest Region, National Model Railroad Associa-
tion, Spring Meet. Info: www.queencityexpress.ca. 

Timetable 
To add your events or activities to the Switchlist Timetable, PNR web page, and PNR Train Orders, contact the Timetable Editor, Mark 

Johnson at timetable@pnr.nmra.org 

Also, if you want to add your events or activities to the NMRA.org Calendar, please send the event information via email to calen-

dar@nmra.org 

http://www.facebook.com/unwclub
http://www.prairierailworkshop.com
https://pacificmodelloggerscongress.org/
https://pacificmodelloggerscongress.org/
mailto:rcminfonow@gmail.com
mailto:shirley@busnws.com
http://wmrrc.com
mailto:prwswapmeet@gmail.com
http://www.tcmrc.org/
mailto:swapmeet@mmrf.ca
http://www.mmrf.ab.ca
http://www.supertrain.ca
mailto:info@supertrain.ca
mailto:rrfair@mt.net
http://www.pnrtacoma2023.org
http://www.queencityexpress.ca
mailto:timetable@pnr.nmra.org
https://www.nmra.org/calendar
mailto:calendar@nmra.org
mailto:calendar@nmra.org
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May 26–28, Burnaby, BC 
Railway Modelers Meet of British Columbia (RMMBC) Virtual (May 4 and 18), and live at Simon Fraser University. The emphasis is pri-
marily on "modelling," as the name implies, with many interesting clinics, layout tours, and operating sessions. Latest information at: 
www.railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca/ 

Jun 2–4, TBD, OR 
Save the dates for WOOPS (Western Oregon Ops): https://woopsonline.org/ 

Aug 13 (Sun), Parksville, BC 
Parksville Museum Railway Day: Sunday August 13th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Layouts, swap tables, concessions, and music. Entry and 
swap table cost by donation. Further details forthcoming by the end of March. Contact Colin Frame at frameasc@gmail.com 

Oct 14 (Sat), Calgary, AB 
42nd Annual Boomer Auction. Sponsored by South Bank Short Lines (www.sbsltrains.ca). St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 703 Herit-
age Dr. SW. Setup and viewing 8:30 a.m., dining car opens 9:30 a.m. Auction starts at 10:00 a.m. 

 

NOTE: Because COVID-19 restrictions may change rapidly, be sure to double-check the status of specific 
events by visiting the PNR website’s list of Upcoming Events, the website of individual events, or contact the 
person in the specific event’s listing. 

NMRA Calendar Online 
Are you interested in knowing what NMRA-sponsored events, other model railroading events, and 

train shows are scheduled beyond the PNR boundaries?  

Then check out the online NMRA Calendar. 

The calendar is available at: https://www.nmra.org/calendar 

If you want your upcoming event posted on the NMRA calendar, send the event information to cal-
endar@nmra.org. 

http://www.railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca/
https://woopsonline.org/
mailto:frameasc@gmail.com
http://www.sbsltrains.ca
https://www.nmra.org/calendar
mailto:calendar@nmra.org?subject=NMRA%20Calendar%20Submission
mailto:calendar@nmra.org?subject=NMRA%20Calendar%20Submission
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Pacific Northwest Region Staff 

President: Jeff Herrmann, 714-651-3903, esjeff73@gmail.com 

Vice-President: Richard Kürschner, 503-901-3464 
rckurschner@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Stirling Millar, 306-519-1369, admin@stirlingmillar.space 

Treasurer: Rick Martin, 208-665-5748, cbcapt@gmail.com 

Asst. Treasurer (Canada): Larry Sebelley, 604-858-5717, 
sebelley@shaw.ca 

Office Manager: James Keena, 562-696-9928, 
keenajames1@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President: Kurt Laidlaw, 253-495-8351, 
ananas99@klaidlaw.net 

Officers 

Achievement: Bill Fassett, 509-468-4900, b.fassett@comcast.net 

Assistant AP Manager (Canada): John Martin, 604-594-9719, 
jamartin@jdmartin.ca 

Assistant AP Manager (US): Shirley Sample, 509-292-8332, 
shirley@busnws.com 

Ballot, USA: Position vacant; please volunteer! 

Ballot, Canada: Richard Sutcliffe, 604-467-4301, 
ras1@uniserve.com 

Contest: Christopher Jones, 541-824-0154, lllandcij@aol.com 

Convention: Larry Sebelley, 604-858-5717, sebelley@shaw.ca 

Education: Jim Rice, (250)213-6968, jimricebc@gmail.com 

Membership: Richard Kürschner, 503-901-3464 
rckurschner@yahoo.com 

Nominations: Shirley Sample, 509-292-8332, shirley@busnws.com 

President’s Award: Dave Liesse, 253-343-3445, 
nmradave@liessefamily.net 

PNR Registered Agent: Dave Liesse, 253-343-3445, 
nmradave@liessefamily.net 

Switchlist Editor: Greg Kujawa, 406-589-6256, 
switchlist@pnr.nmra.org 

Webmaster: Mark Johnson, webmaster@pnr.nmra.org 

Committee Chairs 

Division Superintendents 

1st Division: Rich Pitter, 541-636-3833, richpitter@aol.com 

2nd Division: Jeff Shultz, 503-769-1414, 
jeff@shultzinfosystems.com 

3rd Division: Shelley Shelstad, 208-484-1666, 
sshelsta@mindspring.com 

4th Division: Bill Messecar, 206-719-6869,  
santafe-mail@comcast.net 

5th Division: Peter Armstrong, 208-413-1869, 
parms1210@gmail.com 

6th Division: Ed Molenkamp, 780-455-1479, 
6divsuper@pnr.nmra.org 

7th Division: Victor Gilbert, 604-644-7870, 
victor@sugarwood.info 

 Pacific Northwest Region 
National Model Railroad Association  

Division 1: Southwestern Oregon 

Division 2: Northwestern Oregon, Southwestern Washington 

Division 3: Southern Idaho, Eastern Oregon 

Division 4: Western Washington, Alaska 

Division 5: Eastern Washington, Northeastern Oregon, Northern 
Idaho, Montana 

Division 6: Alberta, Saskatchewan, Northwest Territories 

Division 7: British Columbia, Yukon 
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