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Education: Itôs a Good Thing! 
First up: I think we can all celebrate that the US-Canada border is now 

open again (with a few restrictions)! It may not be the optimum time of year 
for long, cross-border trips to train shows and meets, but Iõm sure a few mo-
tivated souls will venture out to take advantage of the border being reopened. 

In this issue, the PNR News and Announcements section includes updated 
information about Make Tracks to Eugene, the PNRõs annual convention to 
be held in 2022 in Eugene, Oregon. If youõve lost track (pun intended), this 
will be the first in-person, regional convention since 2019. The convention 
website is now active, so check it out and begin making your plans to attend. 

Important information about the Regionõs Education Program can be 
found on p.6. The potential to develop educational materials and other re-
sources that benefit us all is just waiting to be picked up and carried down 
the field for a big score. Please, seriously consider volunteering to help all 
members in any way you can. 

Changes are also afoot for the Achievement Program (p.7). Did you 
know the AP is part of the Education Program? Hmm. I sense a theme 
emerging and it supports a key element of the NMRAõs Mission Statement: 

 

We have a belated announcement that Jack Hamilton has received the 
NMRA Presidentõs Award for his service as At-Large Worldwide Director. 
Congratulations, Jack (and sorry we missed sharing this news in August)! We 
sincerely appreciate all youõve done for the NMRA and PNR. 

The In Memoriam section on p.10 lists PNR members who have passed 
away over the past year, including Don Forsyth and John Schlosser of the 
7th Division. Please take a moment to remember them and their families. 

Welcome to our new members who have joined the PNR over the past 
quarter. These folks are listed on p.12. This is a reminder that everyone 
should try to make a concerted effort to contact these new members and 
invite them to participate in your local Division or club activities, or just to 
get together informally at the nearest coffee shop to begin sharing your mod-
eling interests and enthusiasm for this great hobby. 

The end of two great feature articles are approaching. In this issue, Bob 
Parrish continues to educate us about electricity in Part 9 of his 10-part se-
ries. And Tom Waters presents the final installment of his collection of John 
Allenõs Gorre & Daphetid HO Scale commemorative cars. I had no idea 
there were so many G&D models produced. 

Bill Fassett and I share information about valuation maps and Sanborn 
Fire Insurance maps, respectively. (Hmm. More sharing of knowledge, aka 
education.) Also, at the bottom of p.18, please find how you can tap into the 
4th Divisionõs online resources, such as clinics and layout tours posted on the 
Divisionõs YouTube channel. 

The PNR officer, staff, and Division superintendent quarterly reports  
begin on p.19. And donõt forget to check out the classified ads in the PNR 
Interchange. One more thing é you might notice that the Timetable is begin-
ning to fill with events (fingers crossed this trend will continue). 

Hopefully, youõll see in this issue of The Switchlist how Education is an 
integral part of the NMRA. Learning new things is useful, enriching, and 
keeps the brain healthy! 

Greg Kujawa, Editor 

 

 

The Switchlist 

Editor: 
Greg Kujawa 
406.589.6256 

Email: switchlist@pnr.nmra.org.  

The Switchlist is the official publication of the 
Pacific Northwest Region, National Model 
Railroad Association and is published quarterly in 
February, May, August, and November. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The Switchlist is available free of charge online at 
the PNR website, pnr.nmra.org. PNR members 
with current email addresses on file with the 
NMRA will receive an email notice when the latest 
issue is posted. To receive notice when the next 
Switchlist is posted (and other news of interest to 
PNR members), join our email list by sending a 
blank email to: 

PNR-NMRA-subscribe@YahooGroups.com 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Readers of The Switchlist are encouraged to 
submit news, articles, photos, and drawings about 
PNR activities past, present and future. Articles on 
other aspects of model railroading are also appre-
ciated. 

To assist you with article preparation, the PNR 
website has posted a set of guidelines for format-
ting and submitting articles, photos, and other 
material for publication in The Switchlist. This also 
includes a style guide and list of key terms that 
should be helpful. 

The Editor reserves the right to accept, reject, and 
edit contributions as space, time, and suitability of 
material dictate. The Switchlist does not pay for 
articles. 

Please email your contributions to the editor at 
switchlist@pnr.nmra.org. Deadlines for submis-
sions are: 

February 1 

May 1 

August 1 

November 1  

Complete staff and contact information is 
available in this newsletter and on the PNR 
website: pnr.nmra.org. 

ADVERTISING 

Non-commercial classified advertising will be 
accepted from PNR members at no charge as a 
member service. Email submissions to the Editor. 
Hobby stores that support model railroading may 
also include an advertisement. See the section 
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mailto:PNR-NMRA-subscribe@YahooGroups.com
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Make Tracks to Eugene, PNR Regional Convention 

Eugene, Oregon, May 11-14, 2022 
Rich Pitter, Superintendent, 1st Division 

The 1st Division has been working hard to put together a top-notch program for you in 2022. Here is the most current 
information about Make Tracks to Eugene. 

Venue 

The PNR Convention for 2022 will be held May 11-14 at the Valley River Inn, 1000 Valley River Way, Eugene, Oregon 
97401. The convention hotelõs phone number is (541)743-1000. 
It is located across the road from Valley River Center, a large 
shopping mall. 

Registration 

Registration is now open and available at the convention 
website: www.maketrackstoeugene.com. Click on òRegisteró at 
the top, and follow the instructions on the form to register elec-
tronically. 

Travel 

Car: From the north and south, Eugene is on Interstate 5. 
From the east, take U.S. 20, then Oregon 126 from Sisters; or 
U.S. 97 to Oregon 58 from bend or Klamath Falls. From the 
west, take Oregon 126 from Florence, on the coast. Google the 
hotel on your cell phone to get directions. 

Amtrak: Amtrak runs several trains a day to Eugene from 
Portland and Seattle, and a single train (the Coast Starlight) from 
Los Angeles and Sacramento. All trains have free baggage service to Eugene. 

Air: Eugene Airport (EUG) is served by Alaska, Allegiant, American, Avelo, Delta, Southwest, and United airlines. Try 
getting free baggage service on an airline! 

Model Contests 

All entrants in the Model Contests must be NMRA mem-
bers in good standing, with one exception: Non-Rail attendees 
are encouraged to enter the Arts and Crafts Contest. All con-
vention attendees, Rail and Non-Rail, are eligible to enter the 
Arts & Crafts Contest. 

Entries that have previously won first place in an NMRA 
National or Regional contest may be entered as a Display Only. 

We hope all convention attendees will participate in at least 
one contest. Certainly everyone can participate in the Peopleõs 
Choice Contest just by completing and submitting their ballots. 
For those who do not wish to enter the formal contests, we ask 
you to bring and display examples of your craftsmanship for the 
pleasure of all. 

Required Forms 

A completed Contest Entry Form #901 must accompany each entry in the Model, Popular Vote, Photography, Arts & 
Crafts, and Thumbs Contests. No exceptions. 

A completed Model Contest Judgeõs Score Sheet #902 must accompany each entry in the Model Contest. No exceptions. 
An entry in the Popular Vote, Photography, Arts & Craft, and Thumbõs Contest does not require a #902 Judges Score Sheet. 

Both #901 and #902 forms can be found on the NMRA website at: https://www.nmra.org/contests 

Form #901 information will be entered in the contest book in chronological order with an attached claim check. The 
contest chairman will keep the #901 form on file. Entrants will keep the claims check and sign and return the claims check at 

PNR News and Announcements 

http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/Eugene2020/home.htm
https://www.valleyriverinn.com/
http://www.maketrackstoeugene.com/
https://www.amtrak.com/home.html
https://www.eugene-or.gov/4430/Airport
https://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/form_901_rev_j_8-22-20.pdf
http://www.nmra.org/sites/default/files/education/contest/nmra_model_contest_judges_score_sheet.pdf
https://www.nmra.org/contests
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pick up time. 

Form #902 and supplemental information (plans, photographs, documents, etc.) will be displayed with its entry. 

Additional Requirements 

Please notify the Contest Chairman, Christopher Jones, 
prior to the convention about any entries larger than a 2õ x 4õ 
footprint. Electrical connections may not be available, so, plan 
accordingly. No sales of any kind will be allowed in the con-
test room. 

All entries must be retrieved by 4:00 p.m. Friday after-
noon. We will not be liable for any entries remaining in the 
contest room after this time unless prior arrangements are 
made. If a model is the only entry in a contest category, it will 
receive a 1st Place plaque only if the model earns at least 87.5 
points (an AP Merit Award.) Otherwise it will receive a 2nd 
Place award. 

Contest Categories 

 

1. Models 

The categories are: 

ǐ Steam Powered LocoðEntry must be powered. 

ǐ Diesel, Other Powered Loco and TractionðEntry 
must be powered. 

ǐ Passenger Car 

ǐ Freight Car 

ǐ Caboose 

ǐ Non-Revenue (MOW) 

ǐ Structures 

ǐ Dioramas 

ǐ Modules 

2. Photography 

The Photography Contest will be for prints only, no slides. All prints must be mounted and the combined size of the 
mount and photograph must not exceed 12ó x 16ó. Each photograph shall have the entrants name on the back. Only a title 
may be present on the front. No more than three entries in each category. Entries must not be framed. 

The categories are: 

ǐ ModelðColor 

ǐ ModelðBlack and White 

ǐ PrototypeðColor 

ǐ PrototypeðBlack and White 
 

3. Non-Rail / Arts & Crafts 

The categories are: 

ǐ Arts & CraftsðAny non-needle work (e.g., painting, drawing, sculpture, woodcarving, photography) 

ǐ Needle Workð(e.g., quilting, knitting, crochet, needlepoint, weaving embroidery, felting) 

Peopleõs Choice 

All registered convention attendees will receive a ballot in their registration packet and will be eligible to participate in 
this popular-vote contest. 

The categories are: 

ǐ Best Model 

ǐ Best Non-Rail 

ǐ Best Model by an Entrant Under 18 years 

ǐ Best Thumbs 

Valley River Inn. Valley River Inn photos 
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Under 18 

This category is open to any model entered by a person who is under 18 years old at the close of the contest. 

Thumbs 

Thumbs entries display the humorous side of model railroading. The Thumbs contest is based on the old Thumbs cartoon 
that was published in past model railroad magazines. We are looking for model train-related jokes, or which one can make 
the viewer laugh the hardest. 

Awards 

At the banquet Saturday evening a plaque will be presented to the first place winner in each category, except for a trophy 
awarded to the winner of the Thumbs contest. Ribbons will be presented to each 2nd and 3rd place entry in each contest 
category at the close of the contest. Models achieving 87.5 points or better will receive an AP Merit Award. 

NMRA Achievement Program 

Achieving a Merit Award is a stepping-stone to earning an AP certificate. If you have questions regarding this program, 
contact: Jeroen Garritsen, PNR, First Division Achievement Program Chair: jeroeno.gerritsen@gmail.com 

Contest Room Schedule 

ǐ Set up: Wednesday a.m. 

ǐ Check-in: Wednesday p.m. 

ǐ Open and Check-in: Thursday and Friday 

ǐ AP Evaluation: Friday p.m. 

ǐ Contest Evaluation: Saturday a.m. 

ǐ All entries must be picked up by Saturday, 4 p.m. 

ǐ Plaques will be awarded at the banquet 

Modeling with the Masters 

We are privileged to have Jack Hamilton, MMR, conduct a two-session clinic that takes participants through the process 
Jack uses when he builds laser-cut structure models. The sessions will be held early Wednesday afternoon and Thursday 
morning, May 11-12. The kit is an HO scale Maintenance-of-Way shed produced by Motrak Models, which fits nicely on a 
model railroad of any era or region. Modelers in all scales can use this clinic to gain hands-on experience with the steps in-
volved in building and painting laser-cut structure models. Capacity is limited, so sign up early. The convention will pro-
vide the Motrak Models HO scale MOW shed kit, spray primer, white and carpenterõs glue, sandpaper, painter's tape, small 
water containers for use with your selection of acrylic paints, and paper towels. 

Participants should bring the following items: 

ǐ small tool kit 

ǐ small cutting board 

ǐ cutting tools 

ǐ glue applicators  

ǐ clamping tools 

ǐ paint brushes 

ǐ acrylic paints 

Photos courtesy of Motrack Models 

mailto:jeroeno.gerritsen@gmail.com
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Train Room 

Volunteers from the Operations Special Interest Group (OPSIG) are setting up operation scenarios on the Roseburg 
Club layout and will lead òBeginning Operations.ó If you have never operated before, here is a chance to get hands-on expe-
rience in this exciting part of the hobby! Details TBA on the website. 

Clinics 

Many well-known modelers from across the West have volunteered 
to share their modeling and railroad expertise at clinics for PNR 2022. In 
addition to Modeling with the Masters, we have more than 30 clinics on 
diverse topics of interest to all of us. 

A feature this year will be an evening of mini-clinics, which will be 
short hands-on demonstrations of techniques, or help sessions, in a mar-
ket-like setting. 

Details of clinics, including presenters and tentative titles, are on the 
convention website. 

Layout Tours 

About a dozen local layouts will be open during the convention for 
registrants to visit.  Driving instructions are included in the convention 
Timetable.  

Non-Rail Activities 

The Non-Rail program has a room at the convention hotel for so-
cializing, arts and crafts, and presentations. Participants are encouraged 
to bring their projects and possibly their sewing machines to share their 
experiences with others and to continue to work on their projects. 

A local merchant will present a programmable, digital fabric cutting 
machine that has tremendous potential for crafters. 

The group also plans to visit the historic Shelton McMurphy John-
son House, a Victorian Mansion in the heart of Eugene. Built in 1888, 
the house is listed in the National Register of Historical Places and is 
owned by the City of Eugene. The property is open to tours and private 
functions. On display are period furniture, glassware, and photos of his-
toric Eugene. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pacific Northwest Region is Forming an Education Team 

Jeff Herrmann, President 

Education is central to NMRAõs mission. No matter where you are on your journey into model railroading, it will take 
some continuing or additional education to get you to the next level. Perhaps you are relatively new to the hobby and feel 
that you donõt have the basic skills necessary to build a home layout you can be proud of. Perhaps you have some basic skills 
but are really intimidated about building a òcraftsmanó kit for the first time. Maybe you consider yourself an experienced 
modeler but have never considered scratchbuilding a boxcar, loco, or building. There are certainly some of us who would like 
more information about a prototype that interests us, but we are not sure where to look. It seems obvious to me that the lo-
cal NMRA Division should be the first and most logical place to look for quality help, coaching, and advice when it comes to 
all things model railroading. 

NMRAõs newly approved Strategic Plan recognizes that Division-level activities represent the fundamental organizational 
unit at which most of NMRAõs core purposes are achieved. The nature of the relationship with NMRA national has evolved 
to allow greater Regional and Division management. NMRA is re-envisioning itself as a bottom-up, not top-down, organiza-
tion and is taking steps to implement this vision. 

The PNR Board wants to take a dramatic step forward by organizing a region-wide education team that will give leader-
ship to enhancing the availability, quality, and variety of educational clinics, coaching, and resource materials available to 
NMRA members in our region. The primary focus will be on the Division level. I think most of us joined or at least stayed 
connected to NMRA because of the quality of our education programs and assistance to modelers of all skill levels. 

The Shelton-McMurphey-Johnson House in Eugene. Kath-

leen Tyler Conklin photo 

https://www.opsig.org/
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The overall charge to the PNR Education Team is to: 

1. Maintain and distribute to divisions a òcatalogueó of quality clinics and educational materials that can be made 
available for on-line and in person meets and activities. 

2. Assist the host committee with clinic support for the PNR Annual Convention. 

3. Develop programs and teaching methods that appeal to new and younger modelers stressing basic skills, innova-
tion, current technology, tools, and procedures. 

4. Facilitate at least one approved òModeling with the Mastersó program in the Region annually. 

5. Provide a natural educational path for members that introduces them to the Achievement Program (AP and 
MMR), contest involvement, and special interest groups (SIGs). 

 

To get the òcreative juicesó flowing, here are just a few examples of activities the PNR Education Team could get in-
volved in to meet these objectives: 

1. Create an òOutcome-Basedó educational continuum for PNR (determine what you want them to know, then 
build curriculum around it). This could be built around the topics related to earning a òGolden Spikeó or AP 
certificates. Consider that most skilled tradesmen started out as apprentices. 

2. Determine what is currently available in quality clinics and educational materials that can be made available for 
on-line and in-person meets and activities. 

3. Archive instructional clinics from a variety of sources and get clearance for distributing the list (check for copy-
rights and intellectual property rights). 

4. Create instructional clinics when needed at the Division level. This may be a mix of introductory òhow toó and 
advanced technique topics. We need to be sure we are providing value to our members whose skills and abilities 
cover a broad spectrum. 

5. Solicit from the clubs and individuals in the various Divisions lists of their book libraries and what may be avail-
able to a modeler for prototype information. 

6. Create minimum standards for clinic presentation methodology and production quality for on-line presentations. 

7. Disseminate information using The Switchlist and Division newsletters for upcoming instructional events. 

8. Create an òIO groupó (groups.io) within the Region that offers a place to go in answering questions and coach-
ing regarding a wide range of topics relevant to modelers. 

 

Our plan is that the PNR Education Team will have members from each of the Regionõs seven Divisions. Division Su-
perintendents will nominate members to the team for a term of two years and ensure that their appointed members are active 
participants. There would be no term limits for team members. The Education Team would nominate from its ranks a chair 
who would report to the PNR board as a non-voting member. Once established, the Education Team may find numerous 
more topics of interest that would offer service to the members within the PNR. This team would gather quarterly via Zoom 
meetings (perhaps more frequently at first) to set goals, objectives, and assignments for completion. Service as an active 
member of the PNR Education Team would qualify as time served for the AP Volunteer Certificate under the existing rules 
for counting time in service. 

Space will be available in The Switchlist for this team as they produce original content material. The various Divisions may 
choose to pick up such content as their newsletters allow for content space. 

Our board sees this group as largely administrativeñyou donõt have to be a great modeler to be of assistance on this 
team. Does getting involved in a project like this seem exciting to you? If it does, please let me or your Division Superinten-
dent know. When you consider the benefits of your NMRA membership, I hope you will consider volunteering to make our 
Association benefit your fellow members. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PNR Realigns Achievement Program: 

Emphasizes Role of Division AP Managers 
Bill Fassett, AP Manager 

In anticipation of Jack Hamiltonõs retirement as PNR AP Manager, PNR leaders, including Jack, the Vice-President, the 
President, and others took the opportunity to assess how the Achievement Program should be organized going forward. A 
key goal for the realignment effort was to mirror NMRAõs national strategic plan which recognizes that Divisions are 
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òprimary service providers and ôvalue addersõ for members.ó The Regionõs realignment plan emphasizes that òNMRA is re-
envisioning itself as a bottom-up, not top-down, organization and is taking steps to implement this vision.ó 

The PNR AP Team has begun regular meetings to implement the realignment described below. At the heart of our ef-
fort is the recognition of the true objectives of the Achievement Program: 

The Achievement Program (AP) is a travel guide designed to help members journey through the world of model rail-
roading. The AP also provides incentive to learn and master the many crafts and skills necessary in the hobby of model 
railroading. With the completion of each category, members will be issued a certificate acknowledging their achievement. 

The AP requirements are a set of standards, but they can also serve as guideposts for those who are new, near-new, and 
not-so-new to the hobby, not because they lead to some sort of official pat-on-the-back, but because they are a source of 
ideas for projects that can help us learn to become better modelers. 

Briefly, the AP is a system of requirements for demonstrating a superior level of skill in various aspects of our hobby. It 
covers not only building various types of models, but also building other things which are important to the hobby, such 
as scenery, structures, track work, and wiring. It also recognizes service to the hobby and the NMRA, which are im-
portant as well. The Achievement Program is also a personal commitment to share one's knowledge with others and to 
encourage them as they also make the AP journey. 

The emphasis for our team is to make òthe AP journeyó widely available to our members, whether they belong to 100% 
NMRA clubs or not. This is not new, but has been a consistent theme for several years under Jack Hamiltonõs leadership. 
The team is also committed to minimize the unnecessary production, collection, and storage of paperwork involved in recog-
nizing membersõ accomplishments. 

DIVISON AP MANAGER . Your journey in the AP program will begin with your Division AP Manager: 

¶ Division 1 ð Jeroen Gerritsen, Springfield, OR (410-303-1547; jingyee.jeroen@gmail.com) 

¶ Division 2 ð Ross Ames, MMR, Troutdale, OR (503-666-0239; ross.ames@frontier.com) 

¶ Division 3 ð Bob Parrish MMR, Boise, ID (208-866-4601; bobparrish770@gmail.com) 

¶ Division 4 ð Dave Yadock, MMR, Renton, WA (425-226-7518; hi61izq@hotmail.com) 

¶ Division 5 ð Bill Fassett, Spokane, WA (509-979-5205; b.fassett@comcast.net) 

¶ Division 6 ð Doug Burton, Camrose, AB (587-322-9780; dwburton1234@gmail.com 

¶ Division 7 ð Mike Chandler, MMR, New Westminster, BC (604-526-5078; mikado1@telus.net) 
 

The Division AP Manager identifies individuals to serve as evaluators on the Divisionõs AP team, making nominations to 
the Division Superintendents who appoint the evaluators. The Division AP Manager is also expected to reach out to identify 
members in the Division that should be involved in the Achievement Program, and works with members in the Division to 
identify Golden Spike awardees. The applications for Gold-
en Spike Awards, Merit Awards, and AP certificates go 
through the Division and are forwarded to the regional sup-
port staff. 

PNR REGIONAL AP SUPPORT for the Divisionsõ 
efforts are provided by several individuals: 

¶ PNR Assistant AP Manager (US) ð Shirley Sample 
(shirley@busnws.com) 

¶ PNR Assistant AP Manager (Canada) ð To be es-
tablished in 2022 

¶ PNR Distance Evaluation Coordinator ð Jack Ham-
ilton 

¶ PNR AP Manager ð Bill Fassett (509-979-5205; 
b.fassett@comcast.net) 

The new positions of Assistant AP Manager at the re-
gional level are intended to help spread the workload and, 
when the Canadian position is established, minimize delays 
and costs associated with cross-border transactions. The 
only reason for delaying the appointment of the Canadian 

mailto:jingyee.jeroen@gmail.com
mailto:ross.ames@frontier.com
mailto:bobparrish770@gmail.com
mailto:hi61izq@hotmail.com
mailto:b.fassett@comcast.net
mailto:dwburton1234@gmail.com
mailto:mikado1@telus.net)
mailto:shirley@busnws.com
mailto:b.fassett@comcast.net
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Assistant AP Manager is to give Shirley and me a chance to work out operational details as the realignment is implemented. 

In addition to processing various awards submitted by the Divisions, the PNR AP staff supports the Divisions through 
training and ensuring communication throughout the PNR. We will be working to provide additional educational resources 
over the next few months for PNR members. Watch the AP reports in future editions of The Switchlist for updates and an-
nouncements of resources. 

DISTANT EVALUATION FOR CARS, MOTIVE POWER, STRUCTURES, CIVIL, AND PROTOTYPE 
MODELS will be coordinated by Jack Hamilton for the foreseeable future. This process has been well-developed in the 
PNR to provide access to the Achievement Program to remotely-located members, and in limited cases during the pandemic. 
It will continue to be limited to those situations. Division AP Managers will start the process by providing information con-
cerning any proposed Distant Evaluation to Bill Fassett, who will then coordinate with Jack Hamilton. 

ZOOM OR VIDEO -BASED EVALUATION FOR ELECTRICAL AND SCENERY may be provided by your 
Division upon approval by the PNR AP Manager of the Divisionõs process. This is intended to continue to deal with both 
remote membersõ layouts and for circumstances arising due to the pandemic. Contact your Division AP Manager for more 
information. 

I do want to say that, although you should depend foremost on your Division AP Manager and Superintendent for help 
in your AP journey, do feel free to contact me (Bill Fassett) with any questions or suggestions as to how I may better serve 
the membership of the PNR. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jack Hamilton, MMR, Receives NMRA 2021 President's Award 
Jeff Herrmann, President 

A President's Award was presented to Jack Hamilton, MMR, for his service as At-Large 
Worldwide Director. Prior to serving in this capacity, Jack served six years as PNR President and 
six years as NMRA Western District Director. Throughout his service to our Association, Jack has 
shown exemplary leadership, particularly in the areas of recruiting, membership retention, strategic 
planning, and the Achievement Program. Jackõs tireless service and action-oriented leadership has 
been a major contributor to the success of the NMRA over several decades. PNR is proud of our 
native son! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

hAPpy modeling! 

PNR Train Orders 
Any member who has elected to unsubscribe to the Train Orders direct email 
(via Constant Contact) but now wishes to resubscribe needs to contact Jack 
Hamilton, Train Orders editor/dispatcher. 

 

These are the instructions to resubscribe: 

1. Send an email to gradiver@wavecable.com with your name, NMRA #, email address, and 
a request to resubscribe. 

2. When you receive the confirmation message from Constant Contact, promptly complete 
the actions required. 

mailto:gradiver@wavecable.com
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Deceased Members of the PNR ð October 2020 through October 2021 

Month Reported Div Last Name First Name City/Town State/Province 
Special  

Recognition 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнл лр IŀǊǘǳƴƎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ w bƛƴŜ aƛƭŜ Cŀƭƭǎ ²!  

November 2020 07 Flegel, Robert (Bob) Rossland BC  

 07 Hole, Douglas Sorrento BC MMR 

December 2020 02 Hudson John Portland OR Life Member 

 04 Cole Ernest L Roy WA Life Member 

 04 Sjolin Robert L Port Townsend WA Life Member 

January 2021 04 Mathews J. Woodrow Seattle WA Life Member 

 05 Burkey Steele Missoula MT  

February 2021 лп CŜǊǊƛǎ wƻƎŜǊ I {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ²! [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊ 

 лр CƛŎƪŜǊ WƛƳ [Ŝǿƛǎǘƻƴ L5  

 лс [ŀƴŜ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ ! /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ !. [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊ 

 лс ²ƘƛǘŜ DŜǊŀƭŘ .ŀǊǊƘŜŀŘ !. [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊ 

March 2021 лр /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳ !ƭƭŀƴ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ²!  

 лр 9ōǊƛƎƘǘ IǳƎƘ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ²!  

 лр CƻǎǘŜǊ wƻōŜǊǘ [ tƻǎǘ Cŀƭƭǎ L5  

 лр IŜƛƳŜǊŘƛƴƎŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ D ±ŜǊŀŘŀƭŜ ²!  

 лр YǊŀǳǎŜ DƭŜƴ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ²!  

 лр [Ŝƛǎǎ IƛƭŀǊȅ I 5ŜŜǊ tŀǊƪ ²!  

 лр [ŜƴƻǳŜ .Ŝƴ W {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ²!  

 лр aŀǘȊƛƴƎŜǊ Dǳȅ ! /ƘŜƴŜȅ ²! [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊ 

 лр {ŜƳǇƭŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ D {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ²!  

 лр {ƭƻŎǳƳ tƘƛƭƛǇ w /ƻŜǳǊ 5 !ƭŜƴŜ L5  

 лр ²Ŝǎƻƭƻǿǎƪƛ {ǘŜǾŜ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ²!  

 лр ²ƘƛǘƴŜȅ .ǳǊǘ IŀȅŘŜƴ L5  

April 2021 bƻƴŜ      

May 2021 лр WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ a ²ƘƛǘŜŬǎƘ a¢ [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊ 

June 2021 лм DŀƳōƭŜ IŀǊǊȅ ό²ƻƻŘȅύ { YƭŀƳŀǘƘ Cŀƭƭǎ hw  

 лп {ŀǳƴŘŜǊǎ wŀȅƳƻƴ . tǳȅŀƭƭǳǇ ²! [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊ 

 лп ¸Ŝƻ 5ƻƴƴ wŜŘƳƻƴŘ ²!  

 лт CƻǊǎȅǘƘ 5ƻƴ /ƻǳǊǘŜƴŀȅ ./  

 лт {ŎƘƭƻǎǎŜǊ WƻƘƴ a YŜƭƻǿƴŀ ./  

July 2021 лр 9ǾŜǊǎ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ ² /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tƭŀŎŜ ²!  

 лр IŀƭŜȅ WŀƳŜǎ C {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ²!  

August 2021 bƻƴŜ      

September 2021 лт CƭŜƳƛƴƎ IŜƴǊȅ ² /ŀǎǘƭŜƎŀǊ ./  

 лт CǊŀƴƪƻ wƻōŜǊǘ aƻƴǘǊƻǎŜ ./  

October 2021 лп WŀƳŜǎ DŀǊȅ tƻǳƭǎōƻ ²!  

 лс wƛƎǎōȅ /ƭȅŘŜ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴ !.  

In Memoriam 

This section is dedicated to the remembrance of those members of the NMRA Pacific Northwest Region whom we have lost over the 
past year. We extend our deepest sympathies, thoughts, and prayers to their families and friends. We will sincerely miss the fellow-
ship of these folks and all their contributions to the NMRA and hobby. 



The Switchlist ð November 2021 
11 

 

Passing of Don Forsyth 
John Martin, Superintendent, 7th Division 

Donald Alexander Forsyth 

September 2, 1940 ~ June 7, 2021 (age 80) 
 

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of 7th Division stalwart Don For-
syth. He took his last train ride here on earth on June 6, 2021. He will be greatly missed 
by Karen (Stuart) Lavoie, Kim Forsyth, Kevin (Kari) Forsyth, and Grandson Cody 
(Mother Diane). 

Don joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in September 1958. He met his wife Joyce 
while on a flight and they were married in July 1962. They raised four children together. 

He enjoyed model trains from a young age and anyone who knew him can attest to 
his love of reading about trains, creating working layouts, and even watching current TV 
shows about trains. He would spend hours running equipment on his layouts. 

Don was the 7th Divisionõs Representative for the Vancouver Island North area for 
many years, and he worked hard to advance the hobby. He supported existing members 
and introduced others to model railroading for the first time. Participation and assisting 
in the Nanaimo, Victoria, and Vancouver train shows were always high on his list and he 
served as an Achievement Programme evaluator for a number of years. 

Don was also a problem solver, as his children can attest. If there was a situation that needed some creative and out-of-
the-box thought on how to build or create something, he was the go-to guy. Many neighborhood kids can also say Mr. For-
syth taught them how to parallel parkñthere were many times you could look out and see the garbage cans lined up on the 
roadside to represent parked cars. We donõt know how many of the cans were permanently dented, but both the learners and 
those who owned real cars along the street were grateful for Donõs help. 

He will be missed. 
 

Here is a link to Donõs obituary. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Passing of John Schlosser 
John Martin, Superintendent, 7th Division 

John Matthew Schlosser  

May 14, 1940 - May 16, 2021  
 

We sincerely regret to report that long-time 7th Division member John Schlosser 
passed away on May 16, 2021 at the age of 81. 

John spent most of his life in the Okanagan and founded Canwest Design Group, a 
building design firm that is still in operation today. 

He was an avid model railroader and railfan, and his personal layout was high quality 
and greatly admired by his fellow modellers. His family fondly remembers being taken on 
numerous "train chases" while they were on trips together. 

 John was kind, humorous and an intellect, and will be deeply mourned by his com-
munity. Rest in peace. 

 

Here is a link to Johnõs obituary. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.telfordtoneffboyd.ca/obituary/Donald-Forsyth
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/okanaganvalley/obituary.aspx?n=john-matthew-schlosser&pid=198751014&fhid=30976&__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=pmd_XXcMuegzzRU2WqxxDE8PhrAL55qr73MOKHuWCJIu.s8-1629467811-0-gqNtZGzNA2WjcnBszQg9
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Have you changed your address or other membership information? 

Notify NMRA Headquarters 
email: hq@nmra.org 

Phone: 423-892-2846 (8 a.m.ï4 p.m. ET) 

Mail: P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 

New PNR Members 
AugustïOctober 2021 

We extend a warm welcome to all new members of the Pacific Northwest Region, NMRA. Those listed below have joined the PNR 
over the past quarter. If you do not see your name listed, please be patient. Your membership is likely still being processed.  

 

We are especially happy to welcome our new Rail Pass members (identified in blue text). We recognize that you are with us on a trial 
basis and we will have to work hard to convince you to stay with us. Please make sure to contact your Division Superintendent 
promptly (listing at the end of this newsletter) so you can be included in all Division activities. 

Current Members: Please review this list for anyone living near you and consider initiating a connection with them through your Divi-
sion Superintendent. 

Div Last Name First Name City/Town 
State/ 

Province 

лн .ǳǊŘƛŎƪ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ [ŀƪŜ hǎǿŜƎƻ hw 

лн wŜƛƴƘƻƭŘǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ hw 

лп !ƪŀƪŀ Wǳǎǝƴ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜ !Y 

лп 5ŀǾŜƴǇƻǊǘ WŀƳŜǎ ² {ŀƳƳŀƳƛǎƘ ²! 

лп 5ŀǾƛǎ WƻǎŜǇƘ tŀƭƳŜǊ !Y 

лп hǎǘƭŜǊ /ƭƛƴǘ bƻǊǘƘ .ŜƴŘ ²! 

лп ²ŜƛǎŜƴōŀŎƘ WƛƳ aŀǊȅǎǾƛƭƭŜ ²! 

Div Last Name First Name City/Town 
State/ 

Province 

лр Iƛƭƭ 9ǊƛŎ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ²! 

лр aŀƴƴ [ŀǊǊȅ {ǇƻƪŀƴŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ²! 

лр aƻǊƎŀƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ IŜǊƳƛǎǘƻƴ hw 

лс .ŜŘǿŜƭƭ wƻƎŜǊ hȅŜƴ !. 

лт aŀŎ[ŀǘŎƘȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tƻǊǘ aƻƻŘȅ ./ 

лт tǊŜŘŘȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 5Ŝƭǘŀ ./ 

лт {ǳƴŘǎǘǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎ bŀƴŀƛƳƻ ./ 

Not getting the bi-monthly  

NMRA eBULLETIN? 

The new NMRA eBulletin cones out every other month near the 1st of the month. Either your 
SPAM filter is blocking it, or you need to update your email address with us. Have HQ update your 

address at: http://www.nmra.org/customer-service-request 

mailto:nmrahq@nmra.org
https://www.nmra.org/customer-service-request
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Basic Electricity é No Math. I Promise (Part 9 of 10) 
Article and photos by Bob Parrish, MMR, 3rd Division 

Editorõs Note: This is the ninth installment of a series of ten articles, with subsequent parts running sequentially in future issues of The Switch-
list. The articles are grouped into two major sections. The first section (Parts 1-5) focused on basic electricity; the second section (Parts 6-10) delves 
into electronics, DCC, and relevant "how to" explanations to make stuff run better. We hope you enjoy it and learn something new or refresh your 
memory about electricity and electronics. 

Part 9 

Additional can motor stuff 

Several items back, I spoke about using the bottom plate of the old open frame motor as the mounting for the new can 
motor. It works well as it is designed for the locomotive you are working with. I use black RTV to glue the motor to the base 
plate and then wait about a week to continue further. RTV goes through a cured state in a short time but it takes longer to 
really become rigid enough if you are going to put the worm gear on the motor shaft and run it directly to the spur gear on 
the drive wheel axle. 

I use NorthWest Short Line (NWSL) universal joints for couplings and they work well and are very smooth in operation. 
Some locomotives really should have a replacement gear case put in also as most were of very poor quality. This change is 
not for the faint of heart as it requires the loco to come a long way apart and you will need to be able to re-quarter the drive 
wheels. Not everyone is able to do this. There is no marking fine enough to put on the wheel and axle that will dependably 
return the wheel to its original location. If you are not sure of this process, donõt go there. Just replace the motor and drive 
line and hope for decent operation. Most will be acceptable after some working-in time. 

Track work and maintenance 

We have talked extensively about circuits and lowering resistance but a part that most people seem to forget is that your 
track is part of the circuit. The operational circuit of a locomotive starts at the power pack and ends in the motor of the loco.  
We can do all sorts of elaborate things about wire size for bus wires and argue about wire gauge and frequency of risers 
(feeders) from bus to track, but if the track is dirty, all that other stuff is not very important any longer. 

Prior to WWII, a lot of track was formed or rolled steel rail and after the war, brass became popular. Steel rusted and 
brass did not. The problem was that brass oxide was pretty insulative. That is, it did not move electrons through the oxide 
very well and in some cases was as good as a layer of paint on the rails. We spent all sorts of time with bright boy cleaner 
erasers and devices that we fastened to the underside of over-weighted boxcars to drag around and keep things clean. 

Also at this time, we moved a lot of current that allowed the motor to see through some of this oxide with relatively high 
current flows. In fact, often a solution to a finicky loco was to turn the throttle up a bit to get it moving by pushing through 
the oxide. Those days are over. Adjusting the throttle of a DCC system only changes the speed signal, not the current flow 
available to the loco. By the 1960s and 70s, nickel silver rail had replaced brass in popularity as the oxide was much more 
conductive. This worked because we were still moving a lot of current and could blast through the little remaining insulation 
of the oxide. Things worked much better. 

Along came DCC and everything changed again. We use much lower current-draw can motors and send different sorts 
of current through the rails along with pulse width signals telling the loco what we want it to do. Insulation of any sort now 
becomes a problem. We need to address oxide much differently today than ever before. The indicator of dirty track is flicker-
ing headlights and missed-command, run away locomotives. This is all very frustrating to an operator on your railroad when 
a locomotive continues to not listen to instructions. 

What to do about it boils down to a very few things that can make operation much better and more pleasurable. Again, 
we donõt think of dirty track as resistance but it is and needs to be addressed. 

First, if you have any locomotives that still have brass wheels, change them out. NWSL and Bowser make replacements 
for most everything diesel or trolley out there. Steam is another story. If you have old, large production steam (Mantua, Bow-
ser, Kemtron, Varney, Roundhouse), you have a problem. Some of the early Roundhouse locos are currently under produc-
tion from Horizon and may be ordered as parts, although they are not very friendly about it. Later Mantua locos had plated 
wheels that turn up as parts on eBay and can be fought over on that website and can be installed in place of the early brass 
tire drive wheels. There is not much hope for old Bowser steamers. There were a lot of them out there and they are still very 
good operators but there are no drive wheel replacements in steel or nickel silver that I have found. 

Next, if you have ANY plastic wheels change ôem. Not negotiable! Change them with whatever wheelsets you prefer: 

Features 
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Kadee, Proto 2000 or Intermountain. All are good but all should be checked for gauge before installation and Proto 2000 
must be inspected for plating blisters on the flange ways. Although they can be filed off, it is frustrating to need to do this for 
what they think they are worth. 

The reason for recommending metal wheels is because the plastic used is an industrial plastic that exudes oil for its entire 
life and parks that oil on the rails and that translates into series resistance. 

After that, scrupulously clean track is an imperative. For those of you who still think a bright boy is a friend, go out in 
the alley behind your house and throw that thing as faaarrrrr as you can and then donõt go looking for it. They are way too 
coarse and rough up the rail causing more surface for the growth of oxidation. A good example of this is a simple experi-
ment. Dump a bunch of sugar into a glass of water. Most of the sugar will go to the bottom and sit there. When you stir it up 
the sugar dissolves as you have shown more water surface to the sugar. Bright boy cleaners leave a very rough scratched up 
surface that just increases oxidation surface. The less oxidized surface we can show to the locomotive wheels, the longer and 
better operation we can obtain. 

There are those who advocate a cleaning process called Gleam. It is clickable on the Internet and I am an advocate of 
this to a point. Most flex track rail is rolled from bar stock and part of the rolling process requires one or more of the shaping 
wheels to have a texture that prevents the nickel silver rod from slipping during rolling. Unfortunately, Atlas and a few others 
use the top òcrownó of the rail for the traction roller, which leaves a rough surface. Under magnification, this can be easily 
seen. 

Allow me to tell you what I have done that has allowed me to not have a serious track cleaning session in nearly four 
years. There are a lot of recipes for this, but Iõll share mine. I use 400 grit emery paper to knock off the rolling marks from 
the manufacturer. I then go to 800 or 1000 grit emery paper and polish it up. After that, I use 10,000 grit polishing paper that 
glass fiber welders use. The rail will be pretty shiny now and it will need to be for the best conduction to the wheels of your 
locomotives. I was once a part of a conversation where a gent, whoõs name is now lost to me, argued that using alcohol or 
lacquer thinner on the rails after that leaves the rail too òdryó. It took me a while to understand this but I do now. He was 
absolutely correct. The rails need something to inhibit oxidation of the nickel silver. Recall that NS oxidation is not a conduc-
tor, it is just less of an insulator than brass oxide. I have been a part of conversations advocating all manner of chemicals and 
I would defer to whatever you might be using that works for you but you should use something. I have heard of Wahl clipper 
oil, automatic transmission fluid, Stabilant 22, and some stuff called Rail Zip. I personally have tried ôem all and have run 
home to Rail Zip. This stuff has been out there for years and I found it in the early 90õs. It was developed by an electronics 
industry supplier for edge board connectors. Although it smells to me just like automatic transmission fluid, which is mostly 
kerosene and liquid dish soap, there is something else to it that makes it work very well. 

Some will argue that it is slippery and lowers rail adhesion. It will, if instructions are not carefully followed. First, it re-
quires that the rails are clean as described in the above paragraph. Then, donõt try to operate your trains immediately after 
application. The stuff needs time to work and then the manufacturer calls for surplus to be removed with a rag and water if 
too much had been applied. I do try to roll a loco around in it with a few cars only to òtrackó it around (pardon the pun).   
Then wait at least 24 hours and then dry the rails with a rag. 

It is alright to let some of this get up onto the drive wheels of the locomotive but not so much that this loco is sliding 
around. Some would argue that all of this cleaning and polishing causes lowered tractive effort but I would submit that im-
proved conductivity is far more important than slipping. Months or years later, I only need to touch up the rail with a felt pad 
on a block of wood and moistened with a bit of Rail Zip. If you need to find a felt block, look up a local piano tuner or ser-
vice technician and ask for a scrap of wool felt. Pianos use some Ĳ to 3/8ó felt that work very well for this. 

If you donõt think this stuff works, put some on a short piece of rail that you know is causing flickering headlights. Wipe 
down with Rail Zip and then drive the loco through it. If operation is improved, that is your answer. 

When cleaning locomotive wheels, use only a felt pad with Rail Zip or whatever cleaning chemical of your choice. Do 
not use a coarse cleaning eraser for the same reasons noted above regarding the rail. After applying the chemical, take a rag 
and wipe off most of what is there if you are going to put it back on the rails for immediate operation. 

The things to watch for that would indicate good connection to the rails: is the headlight on and not flickering, does the 
loco have good low speed operation without needing to be physically nudged, does the locomotive respond instantly and 
correctly to changes of speed commands? If you answer yes to all of these, you are there. 

 

Editorõs note: The NMRA Pacific Northwest Region does not promote nor endorse any specific manufacturer or product. Those identified in this or 
other articles are presented as the authorõs preferences or as examples only. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Gorre & Daphetid HO Scale Commemorative Cars 

Article and Photos By Tom Waters, 3rd Division 

Editorõs Note: This is the third installment of a three-part series of  pictorial articles.  

Part 3 
 

I hope you read my last two articles about my Gorre and Daphetid HO scale car collection issued by Model Die Casting 
Inc. in the 1980s and 90s. To refresh, these were issued in sets of three and four cars over a period of months. This article 
finishes up the collection and includes additional issues from the NMRA and Accurail. To close out my story, I need to say 
that I initially purchased only one car in the #7751 and #7752 series as I couldnõt see having six cars all the same. But, my 
being a completist, required that, thru the Internet over a period of at least ten years, I finally acquired the final 10 cars. 

 

September 1995 

 

#7759 36ô Old Time Box Car #7760 36ô Old Time Box Car 

#7761 Overton Baggage #7762 Overton Combine 

#7763 Overton Coach #7764 Overton Business 
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October 1995 

 

Additionally the NMRA released a 40ô Box Car as part of their Heritage Collection 

#318 0-6-0 Switcher 

Accurail issued two identical 40ô Double Sheath Wood Boxcars, 

#5516 and #5573 

NMRA Video Library 
 Did you know the NMRA Video Library has over 150 videos of clinics that were presented 
at National Conventions from the last 30 years. Virtually every model railroading topic you 
can think of has been covered é from scenery to operations to prototypes to electronics. If 
you missed the last few decades of National Conventions, you can still see some of the 
best clinics around. 

 

Just log into www.nmra.org as a member, click on ñMember / Member Homeò and click on 
the big red box that says ñWatch Clinic Videosò next to the photo. Itôs that easy! 


