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Make... 
So, here we are still in the grip of COVID-19. Rather than hand-

wringing or getting impatient or irritable about the limitations this has im-
posed, adopting a positive attitude may do a world of good for a person’s 
mental, emotional, and physical condition.  

A fairly simple word that generates a sense of energy, activity, optimism, 
and progress (rather than stagnation) is Make—as in Make hay while the sun 
shines, or Make lemonade out of lemons. The focus here is on using an opportuni-
ty to accomplish something, be productive or creative and, in so doing, being 
able to look back that your time and resources were not squandered. Try us-
ing our current situation (opportunity) to make something. If  you are only 
physically able to read, I believe this Make concept can also be extended to 
educating oneself.  

This edition of The Switchlist is again loaded with information you may 
deem important or hopefully at least mildly interesting. The “PNR News and 
Announcements” section includes results of the PNR election. Congratula-
tions go to Jeff Herrmann as our incoming President, and to Bob Parrish, 
MMR, who has been reelected as our VP. Jeff’s self-introduction is on p.4. 

I’d like to extend a big Thanks! to Kurt Laidlaw for serving as our Presi-
dent. Kurt, we are all really appreciative of your and Bob’s service and that of 
our other officers and those candidates who stepped forward to serve. 

A number of national and regional awards were presented to PNR mem-
bers over the past few months. So please check out pp.4-5 to see who has 
been recognized and be sure to congratulate them via a quick email or text 
message or next time you see them. 

Stephen Loop provides an update for Idaho Rails 2021, the PNR con-
vention being planned in Boise next year. Fingers crossed (or, if you’re not 
superstitious, say your prayers) that this event will go forward. I’m not in-
tending to put any pressure on the decision makers. Having to make financial 
commitments like this under unpredictable conditions is really a tough call. 

The Lewis-Clark Model Train Club, a 100% NMRA Club in the 5th Di-
vision, needs our financial support. Bill Fassett’s note on p.8 explains the 
situation and includes a request for help by club vice president Dan Wise and 
a link to the club’s GoFundMe page. Do consider supporting the club. 

The In Memorium section lists those PNR members who have passed 
away over the past year. Please remember them and their families in your 
thoughts. This is followed by 12 NMRA members new to the PNR over the 
past quarter. Please be sure to reach out to them as best you’re able. 

You will find two feature articles n this edition. VP Bob Parrish, MMR, 
continues with Part 4 of his series of articles about electricity. And speaking 
of 100% NMRA Clubs, your Switchlist editor provides some background in-
formation about the 100% NMRA Clubs program. This includes a list of the 
100% NMRA Clubs currently located within the PNR.  

Quarterly reports from the PNR officers, staff, and division superinten-
dents begin on p.16. 

The Timetable continues to be extremely brief and is primarily notifica-
tion of cancelled or tentative events. But be sure to check it out on the PNR 
website (“Upcoming Events”) because things do change. 

I hope you, your family, and friends are all still staying safe and healthy. 
Our sincere thoughts and prayers are extended to all who have been adverse-
ly affected by this disease….whether it’s health, economic, or social, or com-
binations of these. 

Keep safe! And be sure to make something soon! 

Greg Kujawa, Editor 
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PNR 2020 Election Results 
Kurt Laidlaw, President 

A formal election process for election of the PNR President and PNR Vice President was conducted during the period 
May 8 through June 25, 2020. The election was conducted in part by electronic means (Election Buddy) and in part using 
paper ballots and the US and Canadian national mail systems. 

A total of 1,482 current PNR members (as of the April membership list) had voting rights and were included in the bal-
lot distribution. Of these, 1,361 ballots were distributed electronically and 121 paper ballots were sent to members by surface 
mail. Of the paper ballots, 87 went to members in the US and 34 to members in Canada. Address information for all mailed 
ballots was taken from the April 2020 membership list. 

 

Of the 1,361 electronic ballots, 292 (21%) were returned. 

Of the 121 paper ballots, 24 (20%) were returned. 

One paper ballot was returned as undeliverable. 

No ballots were determined to be invalid. 
 

With the 316 ballots tallied, the results are as follows: 
 

PNR President 

 

PNR Vice President 

 

Based on the results of the ballot count, Jeff Herrmann has been elected President and Bob Parrish has been elected Vice 
President. Congratulations to Jeff and Bob! 

 

My personal thanks to Warren Kerr and Richard Sutcliffe, the PNR Balloting Committee, for their assistance in a suc-
cessful election. I’d also like to thank James Ogden for volunteering to run for the VP position. And, no, I did not submit my 
name as a write-in candidate for president! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidate Electronic Ballot Paper Ballot Total Votes Cast 

Jeff Herrmann 290 24 314 

Kurt Laidlaw (write-in) 1  1 

Julian Lengauer (write-in) 1  1 

Total 292 24 316 

Candidate Electronic Ballot Paper Ballot Total Votes Cast 

James Ogden 89 8 97 

Bob Parrish 202 15 217 

Ken King (write-in) 1  1 

Total 292 23 315 

PNR News and Announcements 

Have you changed your address or other membership information? 

Notify NMRA Headquarters 
email: nmrahq@aol.com 

Phone: 423-892-2846 (8 a.m.–4 p.m. ET) 

Mail: P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy TN 37384-1328 

mailto:nmrahq@aol.com
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Meet the New PNR President 
Jeff Herrmann, President Elect 

I am humbled and excited to have been elected to serve as President of the Pacific Northwest 
Region of The National Model Railroad Association! 

I have been an active member of NMRA for nearly 20 years, the last ten in the Pacific South-
west Region. I have a strong appreciation for the positive influence NMRA has brought to our 
hobby; especially in the areas of standards, product conformity, education, and advancing model-
ing techniques. But most importantly, I have come to value the friendships I have made along the 
way…friendships that would not have occurred without NMRA participation. 

Like most men of my generation, I got interested in model railroading at an early age. One 
year for Christmas in the early 1960’s, I received an HO scale Fleishmann train set (my grandpar-
ents were German immigrants). I remember it well; it was a Pennsylvania 0-6-0 switch engine with 
four or five boxcars and a caboose. I still have the loco! Through the years as my interests and skill 
levels have grown, I have come to realize this hobby has something for almost everyone: history 
buffs, model builders, electrical tinkerers, folks who enjoy woodworking, and the comradery of 
people who enjoy recreating scale miniatures of all kinds. I model in HO and HOn3 and have a growing interest in On30. 

Job transfers, because of my work as a professional leader in the Boy Scouts of America for more than 40 years, have 
given me the opportunity to participate in NMRA in a number of different parts of the country. Professionally, I hold CNP 
certification (Certified Nonprofit Professional) and have been a frequent lecturer on third sector management, fundraising, 
and not-for-profit board development. I have also been active in church leadership at the local and denomination levels and 
served on several boards of not-for-profit organizations. I recently retired and my wife Gail and I moved to north Idaho 
(Coeur d’Alene area). 

I am familiar with most aspects of the operation of the NMRA at the Division and Region level and particularly enjoy 
helping to increase program and event quality and participation. I have attended about a dozen NMRA and Narrow Gauge 
Conventions and volunteered at several of them. I have helped organize two PSR Conventions and been in active leadership 
at the Division level for more than a decade. Clearly, with the recent and on-going COVID-19 related cancelations of so 
many of our NMRA meets, conventions, and train shows, we have some interesting challenges ahead of us. If we are going 
to continue to bring value to membership in NMRA and promote our hobby to a wider and younger audience, changes and a 
new focus in how we operate may be necessary. 

I look forward to hearing your suggestions and working through our Division Superintendents and Directors to bring 
added value to your membership in NMRA. 

 I am honored to have been elected as Region President and will bring my passion for scale model railroading and my 
professional experience of leading large not-for-profit organizations to the position. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NMRA President's Award for Service to the Division 
Kurt Laidlaw, President 

Christopher Jones (1st Division) has received the NMRA President’s Award for Service to 
the Division. This special award is given to one individual within each region who is recognized to 
have contributed their time and energy to making their division outstanding for all members. Usu-
ally these awards are announced at the NMRA’s national convention, but since this year’s national 
convention was cancelled, the announcement was made in the June 2020 NMRA Magazine. 

Christopher began his service by helping the 1st Division build a layout in the Museum at the 
Coos County (Oregon) Fairgrounds. He later became museum director and is a charter member 
of the South Coast Train Club, which holds twice-annual train shows that help raise awareness of 
the hobby with the general public. He has served as the 1st Division’s Contest Chair for the past 
seven years and is also the PNR’s Contest Committee Chair. 

 

Congratulations, Christopher! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Other NMRA Awards 
Kurt Laidlaw, President 

NMRA President Pete Magoun, MMR, recently announced two more awards presented to PNR members. 
 

NMRA President’s Award 

A Meritorious Service Award was presented to Ken Liesse, for his many years of service in creating and maintaining the 
NMRA Facebook presence. 

 

NMRA Meritorious Service Award 

A Meritorious Service Award was presented to Jack Hamilton, MMR, for his service in the Achievement Program. 
 

Congratulations to Ken and Jack for their continuing exceptional service to the NMRA. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pacific Northwest Region President's Award 
Kurt Laidlaw, President 

The Pacific Northwest Region President's Award is presented annually to honor a member of 
the Region who, through signal service to the hobby of model railroading, has made the most sig-
nificant contribution to the benefit and betterment of the Pacific Northwest Region. This is the 
senior award presented by the Region and honors the recipient for their service to their fellow Na-
tional Model Railroad Association members. 

I am pleased to announce that Dan Wise of the 5th Division is this year’s recipient. Dan is 
vice-president of the Lewis-Clark Train Club, Inc., in Lewiston, ID. The L-C club is a long-
standing 100% NMRA club that accounts for a significant amount of membership activity, service 
to the hobby, and public education. It is hosting its 9th Annual Model Train Show this coming 
March, and was the site of the 2018 very successful Division 5 Annual Meeting. Its members were 
key volunteers in the 2017 PNR convention in Spokane, and its modular N-scale layout is taken to 
most of the train shows in the division. Dan is the single most important individual in every one of 
these activities and Superintendent Bill Fassett’s go-to guy in the Lewiston/Clarkston area. Well 
over half of the truly involved members of the division are members of one of the division’s three 100% clubs, and Dan’s 
service as the driving force for one of those clubs is truly a service to the division. 

 

Congratulations, Dan! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Idaho Rails 2021, PNR Convention 
Stephen Loop, General Chairman, 3rd Division 

Despite all the complications involving the Pandemic and local shutdowns, 
the convention committee plods along towards the goal of a great convention 
experience. Individual subcommittee chairs are moving forward with their re-
spective tasks. It is hoped that normality will return and we will be able to meet 
as a group again. The good news is that home layouts and clubs are accomplish-
ing great work during this time of social distancing. Clinics continue to be lined 
up. 

 

Layouts 

Featured in this issue are three new layouts in the Boise and Meridian area. 
The first two will be brand new for this convention. The third was at its infancy stage during the 2013 convention, but has 
seen great expansion since then. 

 

The P&IN. The former proprietor of the Elbow Valley Railroad has moved on to a new house with a new railroad––
out of the basement and into the bonus room. With the move comes more space and a new name. It is now the Pacific and 
Idaho Northern (PIN Route). The PIN was headquartered in Meadows, Idaho, and ran along the Weiser River from Weiser 
to a point two miles east of Meadows (site of the present town of New Meadows). In the real world, the railroad was ac-



The Switchlist — August 2020 
6 

 

quired by the Union Pacific in 1936, but in Tom Waters’ world, the PIN lives on. You will have to ask Tom how he was 
able to find the elusive route over White Bird Hill to reach Lewiston harbor, where the Clearwater River and Salmon River 
join to form the Snake River. They said it couldn't be done. 

This HO scale layout is a double-deck affair with a hidden staging yard below the lower deck. A hidden helix facilitates 
movement between the two main levels. The Lewiston harbor scene was transplanted from the old layout to its new home 
on the upper deck. The layout uses NCE DCC control. Rather than a main control panel, switch controls are located along 
the route for the convenience of the operators. Turnouts are controlled by Tortoise slow action switch machines linked to 
toggle switches. An LED changes from green to red when the turnout is thrown for the siding. 

The GNRR II. Sam Parkins is well under way in constructing his new HO scale layout in what used to be the master 
bedroom. It is based loosely on the Great Northern during the late 1950s to early 60s. The layout is not tied to any particular 
locale. 

The layout is approximately 10 x 18 feet and is supported by an open-grid benchwork system. The backdrop is 1/8” ma-
sonite. The track plan consists of two mainline loops with two crossovers using code 83 Micro Engineering track. The major 
feature of the layout is a large engine terminal featuring a modern coaling tower, nine-stall roundhouse, and operating turnta-
ble. A small 6-track yard features Micro Engineering's ladder system. The minimum turnout is #4. The layout utilizes the 
NCE DCC system. 

The Bellingham and Northern. This layout is based on the railroads of Whatcom County, Washington, as they were in 
1916. It features the operations of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St Paul's Whatcom County branch from the car ferry on Bel-
lingham Bay to Sumas at the Canadian border and the extension to Glacier at the foot of Mount Baker. The layout also fea-
tures the Great Northern, Northern Pacific, Pacific Northwest Traction interurban line, and the Whatcom County Railway 
and Light Company street car system. Stephen Loop is basing the layout’s design on 20+ years of research. Plat maps and 
historic photos will be available for viewing. 
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This HO scale layout is being built in five phases in a 400 square foot loft. Phases 1–3 and 5 involve stud wall bench-
work. Phase 4 will be wall mounted. Phases 1 and 2 are primarily using the Woodland Scenics riser system and plaster cloth. 
Some hardshell is also anticipated. The stud walls are in place for the first two phases and track support and plaster cloth is 
going in on the first phase. Components of the stud wall for Phase 3 are precut. Phases 1 and 2 include a second deck. The 
three railroads will use the NCE DCC system and the traction operations will utilize DC. The three railroads employ continu-
ous loop, point-to-point, and reverse loop operations. 

 

Extra Fare Tours 

Club Layouts—There are three club layouts in the Treasure Valley, one each in Boise, Nampa, and Caldwell. 
 

The Old Boise N-Scale Model Railroad layout is located in the Pioneer Tent Building in Historic Old Boise. It has 
been moved from the mezzanine to the basement and has expanded in size and features many new scenes. There are 
many large industries, including a paper mill complex, lumber yard, gravel pit, cement plant, and grain elevators. Long 
modern trains operate over double main lines. 

The Nampa Model Railroad Club has an HO scale layout measuring 20 x 50 feet with a single track mainline. It serves 
oil, grain, coal, and an assortment of other industries. The scenery represents southwestern Idaho and features a hand-
painted backdrop. The layout is controlled by CVP's Easy DCC. 

The Caldwell Model Railroad Club & Historical Society features a double-deck 40 x 25-foot HO scale layout. Fea-
tures include the Burke Mine, Port of Lewiston, and Union Pacific's Sun Valley Lodge with the first Chairlift. Other fea-
tures include logging and the great wooden trestles of the Camas Prairie Railroad. The layout is controlled by a Digitrax 
DCC system with JMRI supporting WiFi phone throttles. The club has a second 12 x 15-foot N scale layout featuring 
over 75 feet of main line. 

Pleasant Ridge Railroad.  This is southern Idaho's largest 7 1/2 inch gauge railroad. It features nearly a mile of track. 
Rides will be available behind several live-steam locomotives. Other motive power includes a variety of diesel and electric 
locomotives. A tour of the extensive shop facilities will be available. 
 

Prototype Tours—Former Union Pacific depots will be visited in Boise, Nampa, and Caldwell. We are also working on a 
tour of a local industry which operates an industrial switching railroad. 
 

The Boise Depot is an Event Center owned by the City of Boise. It has been beautifully restored and is available for 
private events. The depot's birthday is celebrated annually with a public open house. A key feature in the depot is the 
original 1925 Barkalow Brothers Newsstand. Outside, you will find a restored Union Pacific Mikado on display. 

The Caldwell Depot is also an Event Center owned by the City of Caldwell. It has also been restored and features an 
Interpretive Center. 

The Nampa Depot is home of the Canyon County Historical Museum. In addition to the historical displays in the de-
pot and an adjoining building, there is also a collection of railroad equipment on display adjacent to the depot. Of partic-
ular note is the recently restored Union Pacific caboose. 

Partnership Program 
 

NMRA members can log in at www.nmra.org and click on the Benefits tab 
to view the NMRA Partnership Program. Please patronize all of our 
partners for some fantastic discounts as an NMRA member! 

https://www.nmra.org/
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Lewis-Clark Model Train Club Needs Your Help 
Bill Fassett, Superintendent, 5th Division 

The Lewis-Clark Model Train Club in Lewiston, Idaho, is a 100% NMRA club in the 5th Division. They are a small but 
very active group with fewer than 20 members who already pay $45/month in dues, and depend on an addition $2,500 each 
year from their annual train show to meet the rent on their clubhouse. The 2020 train show was cancelled and they are in 
need of help. They have established a GoFundMe page at: https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-out-the-lewisclark-model-
train-club. On their GoFundMe page Dan Wise makes the following request for your financial assistance. 

 

My name is Dan Wise. I am the vice president of the Lewis-Clark Model Train Club. I am organizing a GoFundMe for 
the club, which was established in 1997. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the club was forced to cancel our 9th annual train show, the proceeds of which would 
have helped to supplement our annual dues. We are a not-for-profit club and all money goes to the club to help pay our 
costs. The club is designated a 100% NMRA club (currently the only one in the state of Idaho) and attempts to promote the 
model railroading hobby whenever possible. The clubhouse is open every Saturday for layout running and giving children 
and teens hands-on experience and to teach them about operating the trains. The members also help other modelers in the 
area with advice on modeling, repairs, electronics, and general information about model railroading. The club’s N-scale layout 
is taken to community events in the surrounding area throughout the year. 

Your donation would be greatly appreciated and, as you know, every little bit helps. A donation today will help keep the 
train club going, the club house open, and layouts running, as well as allowing members of the community to continue enjoy-
ing our model train hobby. 

NMRA Video Library 
 Did you know … the NMRA Video Library has over 150 videos of clinics that were 

presented at National Conventions from the last 30 years. Virtually every model railroading 
topic you can think of has been covered … from scenery to operations to prototypes to 
electronics. If you missed the last few decades of National Conventions, you can still see 
some of the best clinics around. 

 

Just log into www.nmra.org as a member, click on “Member / Member Home” and click on 
the big red box that says “Watch Clinic Videos” next to the photo. It’s that easy! 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-out-the-lewisclark-model-train-club
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-out-the-lewisclark-model-train-club
http://lewis-clarktrainclub.com/
https://www.nmra.org/
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Passing of Doug Walters 
Kurt Laidlaw, President 

It is with deep regret that 4th Division reports the death of a good friend and long-time active model railroader, Doug 
Walters. Doug passed away on July 18th after a hard fight against glioblastoma. When Doug was diagnosed with glioblasto-
ma, he told doctors not to tell him how long they thought he had, as he preferred to live each day to the fullest. That exem-
plified Doug; always getting the most out of every experience. 

Doug had numerous friends in the model railroad community and participated as an operator and advisor on many lay-
outs throughout the Puget Sound. He was an active member of the Tacoma clinic and the Fircrest N Scale Modelers. His 
passing leaves a hole in the hearts of all who knew and worked with him. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deceased Members of the PNR — July 2019 through July 2020 

July 2019 Div 4 Gage, Ronald H. Bellevue, WA  

  Hayden, Sam Tacoma, WA  

August 2019 Div 4 Morris, Norman M. Anchorage, AK Life Member 

 Div 7 Simmons, David Gibson, BC  

September 2019 Div 4 Bacon, Richard N. Tacoma, WA Life Member 

October 2019 Div 2 Auburg, Tammy Battle Ground, WA  

 Div 4 Swanson, W. Gene Tacoma, WA MMR 

November 2019 Div 2 Gemeinhardt, Richard W. Kalama, WA Life Member 

 Div 4 Aardappel, Gary  Graham, WA  

 Div 7 Epps, James O. West Kelowna, BC  

  Kelleway, Doug S. Chilliwack, BC Life Member 

December 2019 Div 5 Stirling, William Missoula, MT  

January 2020 None    

February 2020 None    

March 2020 Div 6 Johnson, Cindy Regina, SK  

  Sentes, William A Regina, SK Life Member 

 Div 7 Huizing, Harry Mission, BC  

  Porzig, Jack Surrey, BC  

April 2020 Div 4 Bradshaw, Ronald Port Orchard, WA  

  Johnson, Roger Mount Vernon, WA  

 Div 6 Motley, John W Calgary, AB Life Member 

May 2020 02 Emrich, Robert Tigard, OR  

June 2020 02 Schmidt, Stan Dallas, OR Life Member 

July 2020 04 Walters, Douglas P Lakewood, WA  

In Memoriam 

This section is dedicated to the remembrance of those members of the NMRA Pacific Northwest Region whom we have lost over the 
past year. We extend our deepest sympathies, thoughts, and prayers to their families and friends. We will sincerely miss the fellow-
ship of these folks and all their contributions to the NMRA and hobby. 
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We extend a warm welcome to all new members of the Pacific Northwest Region, NMRA. Those listed below have joined the PNR 
over the past quarter. If you do not see your name listed, please be patient. Your membership is likely still being processed.  

 

We are especially happy to welcome our new Rail Pass members (identified in blue text). We recognize that you are with us on a trial 
basis and we will have to work hard to convince you to stay with us. Please make sure to contact your Division Superintendent 
promptly (listing at the end of this newsletter) so you can be included in all Division activities.  

 

Current Members: Please review this list for anyone living near you and consider initiating a connection with them through your Divi-
sion Superintendent. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

New PNR Members 
May–July 2020 

Div Last Name First Name City/Town 
State/ 

Province 

01 Vanorden Ronald Philomath OR 

04 Dembeck Jamie Seattle WA 

04 Dupler Janice Woodinville WA 

04 Fitzgerald Mark Anchorage AK 

04 Glaser Tom Graham WA 

04 Handel Ryan Bellingham WA 

Div Last Name First Name City/Town 
State/ 

Province 

04 Lancaster Bryan Longbranch WA 

04 McCabe James Mount Vernon WA 

04 Olsen Kenneth Seattle WA 

06 Rogers Ken Lethbridge AB 

06 Stokes David Edmonton AB 

06 Trathen Les Calgary AB 

PNR Train Orders 
Any member who has elected to unsubscribe to the Train Orders direct email 
(via Constant Contact) but now wishes to resubscribe needs to contact Jack 
Hamilton, Train Orders editor/dispatcher. 

 

These are the instructions to resubscribe: 

1. Send an email to gradiver@wavecable.com with your name, NMRA #, email address, and 
a request to resubscribe. 

2. When you receive the confirmation message from Constant Contact, promptly complete 
the actions required. 

mailto:gradiver@wavecable.com
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Basic Electricity … no math. I promise (Part 4 of 10) 
Article and photos by Bob Parrish, MMR 

Editor’s Note: This is the fourth installment of a series of 10 articles, with subsequent parts running sequentially in future issues of The Switch-
list. The articles are grouped into two major sections. The first section (parts 1-5) is focused on basic electricity; the second section (parts 5-10) delves 
into electronics, DCC, and relevant "how to" explanations to make stuff run better. We hope you enjoy it and learn something new or refresh your 
memory about electricity and electronics. 

 

Part 4 
 

Types of Circuits 

We have talked about current flow in a circuit, resistance in a circuit, and voltage across a circuit; but what is a circuit? 

A circuit is any path or configuration of paths where electrons can find their way from negative to positive and, while 
along the way, doing something useful, such as run a light or a motor for example. Although a shorted circuit (an uncon-
trolled path) is in fact a path for electrons to travel within, we generally only speak of the portion of that path that is still op-
erating as designed in the circuit. 

There are three types of circuits: series, parallel, and series/parallel. All circuits are some variation of one or more of 
these three simple circuits. When we get to electronics, we will see some very complex circuitry. 

A series circuit is a path where the “consumers” are set in a line, generally along a single wire path. A parallel circuit is one 
where the consumers are set alongside of each other on multiple wires. A series/parallel circuit shares attributes of both of the 
previously named circuits. For the most part, a series/parallel circuit will have the consumers in parallel with each other and a 
controlling device in the series portion, an on-off switch for example. 

 

Here is a list of the rules for the two primary types of circuits: 
 

• In a series circuit, as you add consumers the resistance goes up. 

• In a series circuit, as you add consumers the current goes down. 

• In a series circuit, none of the consumers have a clear path view of both source and/or ground. 

• In a series circuit, if one consumer fails, all are affected. 
 

• In a parallel circuit, as you add consumers, the resistance goes down. 

• In a parallel circuit, as you add consumers, the current flow goes up. 

• In a parallel circuit, all consumers have a clear path view of both source voltage and ground. 

• In a parallel circuit, if one consumer fails, the others are not affected. 
 

Allow me to give you some household or automotive examples of these sorts of circuits. 
 

Series 

The dashboard lights on your car (until very recently) dimmed because there was a rheostat in series with them. The light 
in your closet goes on and off because a switch is in series with the light. Note: A switch or a fuse (circuit breaker) is a com-
ponent but not considered a consumer because during normal operation, when connected they offer no resistance. If you 
have ever put two light bulbs in series with each other you find that they are now both burning rather dimly compared to 
individually. This is because they don’t have a clear view of both source voltage and ground. One side or the other of each 
bulb is obstructed by the other bulb. If you have a light over your sink that dims due to a rheostat (dimmer) on the wall, that 
is a series circuit because the dimmer is obstructing the source voltage to the bulb. In this case, the rheostat is considered a 
consumer because most are designed to convert the current flow through the rheostat to heat which is dissipated through the 
switch cover and a small radiator device behind it. 

If you have multiple lights over your kitchen sink and they illuminate together, they are wired in parallel because all are 
fully bright when lit. The headlights on your car are in a parallel circuit. Walk around your car and count how many lights 
come on when you move your headlight switch to the parking light setting. Most cars now have nearly a dozen lights in par-
allel in this circuit. 

Features 
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For examples of series/parallel, outside of the electronics world, we are usually limited to a controlling device in the 
series portion of the circuit: such as a switch, circuit breaker, or rheostat. An example of this is where, in your house, you 
have a lot of stuff that stops working when a circuit breaker trips. The breaker is in series but after it there is a bunch of cir-
cuits running out of that breaker in parallel. The current flow is calculated and the size of the wire and that of the breaker are 
chosen based on the anticipated current flow. 

Now to our railroads. The circuit breakers are usually built into the power pack and we don’t think much about it. The 
power bus wires are a great example of a parallel circuit where we are bringing both source and ground right out there to the 
consumers. The fact that we are using only 12 volts is why we are preoccupied with high current flow and low resistance. 
Each time you drop a pair of feeder wires from the rails to the power bus you are creating another parallel option for elec-
trons to flow. Each time you add a structure with a light in it and you hook it to a bus wire you are creating another path for 
electrons and the current flow (although minimally with some bulbs) is going up. The more locomotives we put on the rails 
and sound systems we add to those locomotives, each become circuit paths in parallel with the power pack. With that, more 
current supply capability will be needed to supply the added consumers or load. For our purposes, a locomotive becomes a 
moving consumer. 

Understanding these circuits allows you to better understand how to take test readings. Recall that you need to set your 
test instrument for the type of test you are running. If you are testing in a parallel circuit, you can expect to see full working 
voltage; and if you are testing in a series circuit, you can probably expect to see something less than full working voltage. 

 

Polarity 

We have talked about a lot of stuff so far and I need to go back and define another term that is frequently heard in the 
model railroad world—Polarity. This refers to the plus and minus that comes from your power supply, whether DC or DCC. 
And what is important to remember about this? Keep ‘em apart !!  

Often we speak in terms of positive and negative, plus and minus, source and ground, but it is all saying the same thing. 
Ben Franklin gets credit for identifying and naming the notion of positive and negative charge, although he never really got 
anything named after him that has to do with electricity, unlike Volta, Ampère, and Ohm. 

If you are modeling a shelf railroad with a point-to-point track plan, wiring is really simple. Run the bus pairs from one 
end to the other, pull the feeders up, and roll some iron. If you have an around-the-walls pike where the track plan allows for 
a loop to come back around and put the train back on a single piece of track, and now traveling in the other direction, that is 
a little more complicated. These sorts of track configurations have a number of names: reverse loop (the most common), 
reversing loop, or dead short loop. This means that the positive rail is now coming around and rejoining the track plan at a 
negative rail. These loops must have the rails gapped appropriately and there needs to be some sort of mechanism that is able 
to reverse the polarity so the train will flow smoothly back into the now reversed direction. A turntable in a locomotive yard 
must deal with the same issue. A wye is handled the same way electrically as a reverse loop. One leg of the three parts of the 
wye must be isolated and powered as described below. 

These reverse loops must be gapped at both ends and have a dedicated set of feeder wires connected to them from the 
switch or controlling device. In choosing the length of the reverse loop, a number of things must be considered. What are 
you turning around? Is this in a yard? Is this out on a main line? In a yard where you may only need to turn a locomotive 
around, the reversing track only needs to be as long as the longest locomotive in your roster. Out on a main line, you should 
consider a track that is long enough to hold the train length you expect to run, including the locomotive and space at the 
turnouts for the locomotive to pass the caboose. 

The simplest reverse loop controller is a double pole, double throw, (DPDT) switch. It can be placed most anywhere and 
run off of your bus near the reverse loop or put back near a central control panel. If you are planning on operations, I would 
urge you to put it near the track work loop. 

There have been available for many years now electronic reversers that work very well and are quite dependable. I’m ad-
vocating no particular manufacturer or supplier. There are often electron-
ic reverse controls built into DCC power systems and/or on DCC circuit 
breaker boards. These choices must be made by you for your particular 
railroad. There is no cookie cutter solution for some of these decisions. 

These electronic reversers work by monitoring for a short circuit and 
making one attempt to rectify the short by changing the polarity of the 
rails before tripping out the circuit breaker. A freight car falling off the 
rails in a short loop is seen differently by the system than the correct or 
incorrect polarity of the approaching rails. 

There are all sorts of notions about where the gaps need to be and 
that they somehow must be exactly across from each other. I would ar-
gue with this notion as often reverse loops are in a curve and what may 
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be across from each other in one direction may not be coming back in the other but the reverser devices still seem to work 
just fine. These systems see the short and operate so quickly, usually in less than ten milliseconds, and don’t really care where 
the short came from, or which rail; they just attempt to fix it. Further, the space in the gap is often a debate and is rather un-
important as long as the gaps are sealed with an epoxy or styrene to prevent one or another rail pushing together and thus 
closing the gap. Closure of rail gaps is often caused by heat expansion of your railroad room. 

One of the cool things about DCC is that the decoder knows what is forward to the locomotive, so when the reverse 
loop polarity is changed, the locomotive still travels in the original direction. DC requires reversing of the entire system, or 
block, to return the locomotive to a forward direction. There have been many ideas proposed over the years for simple cir-
cuits to solve this in DC operation. I’ve seen some that were very cool and others that were so complicated that I questioned 
whether it was worth the rat’s nest of wires. 

I have run DCC for over twelve years and have a mixture of turnouts. Probably twenty are scratchbuilt and a few of 
those are stub switches. All turnouts are actuated by twin coil machines from various manufacturers: KTM, Gem, and Ted-
sudo-Mokesha (ancient). Of the manufactured turnouts, I have Atlas, Shinohara, and one lone PECO (also ancient). 

The only thing I can find that would make a turnout DCC friendly or not is whether the sliding points make electrical 
contact across both rails during the switching. Shinohara, for its time, was way out in front on good DC operation. PECO 
makes two types of turnouts, one called an Insulfrog and the other is an Electrofrog. I have never gone over one or the other 
with an Ohmmeter to see what they have done that makes them particular for DCC operation. [PECO is beginning to manu-
facture its Unifrog line of turnouts, which will eventually replace its Insulfrog and Electrofrog turnouts. – Ed.] Atlas has a cast 
zinc frog that is not in the circuit unless you power it. Under close examination, you will see a cast tab on their frog between 
two ties that can be threaded to a 2-56 machine screw and a wire attached to power the frog. This is a requirement for me as 
I run very small, light steam locomotives and small trolleys with short wheelbases. 

All of my Shinohara turnouts are older generation and have been “de-horned” for DCC. If you have one of their turn-
outs laying around, look under the sliding points and you will see a copper sliding device that brings current dependably to 
the sliding points. This must be removed because it does not break contact with one rail before connecting to the other when 
the turnout is actuated. Old DC didn’t care as the short circuit detection was so slow that the momentary short went essen-
tially unnoticed. DCC systems are soooooo fast that they will trip out every time. Some twin-coil switch machines have a 
contact set that will reverse the polarity of the frog while operating the turnout. These often will do the same but can be ad-
justed on the bench to not connect both rails during movement. 

To de-horn a Shinohara turnout, hold the sliding point to one side and take a small screwdriver or pick device and pull 
the copper contacter (wiper) around to a position 90 degrees from where it is now assembled. There is a rivet that holds this 
to the throw bar and is a weak spot. The copper wiper will break at the rivet and then both halves can be removed. That 
turnout is now DCC ready. No need to be alarmed when purchasing turnouts on eBay any longer for this reason. 

I would encourage all modelers to power their sliding points and frog from a switch machine because depending on the 
switch point to make a good connection to the stock rail can give you very spotty operation. Tortoise machines are good and 
the relay portion on the edge board connector gets out of one stock rail before going to the other, so they are very DCC 
friendly, although a bit expensive if you need a lot of them. 

Now to ground throws for turnouts. Model Engineering Works, Aristocraft, and Kurtz Kraft made really cool cast metal 
ground throws in the 1950’s that still turn up from time to time. Readily available today is the industrial plastic ground throws 
from Caboose Industries. They make two types, powered and unpowered. The unpowered ground throws have been availa-
ble for a long time and work well if you don’t need or want to power your frog or sliding points. Their powered version is a 
more recent product offering that works really well. Three wire legs extend out of the bottom of the ground throw. The 
stock rails should be connected to the outside wires and the center wire connects to the frog. With some close examination, 
you can determine which stock rail goes to which outside wire so as to have the polarity of the sliding point match the stock 
rail it is mating up to. You have a 50/50 chance of getting this right and, if it short circuits when you first try it in place, re-
verse the outside wires. 

The only down side to ground throws is that they are relatively large and don’t scale out well, but for operations railroads 
they are very fun to operate. Don’t put any fragile structures, figures, or trees near a ground throw that can get beat up by the 
operators. 

As to how to install and operate a decoder for turnout use, you will need to decide what manufacturer you want to use 
and follow their instructions explicitly. 

 

Watch for Part 5in the November Switchlist. 
 

Editor’s note: The NMRA Pacific Northwest Region does not promote nor endorse any specific manufacturer or product. Those identified in this or 
other articles are presented as the author’s preferences or as examples only. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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100% NMRA Clubs 
Greg Kujawa, Switchlist Editor 

Did you know the NMRA supports formation of clubs whose membership is composed solely of NMRA members? 
Have you ever heard of these 100% NMRA Clubs? If you answered “No,” please read on because there are benefits to be-
longing to one. If you answered “Yes,” you too should continue reading because this is an opportunity to learn a bit more 
and dispel some myths you may have heard about this NMRA program. 

What I present here is a basic introduction to the 100% NMRA Clubs program so that you can be better informed and 
consider joining or forming a 100% NMRA club. First, a disclaimer: I’m not an expert on this subject. The information be-
low and more details are available on the 100% NMRA Clubs webpage. If you do want to contact an expert, questions can be 
sent to the NMRA 100% Clubs program manager, Lee Stoermer, by sending an e-mail to club100@nmra.org 

So, what and why should I know about the 100% NMRA Clubs? In addition to broadly promoting and supporting our 
hobby, 100% NMRA Clubs offer a number of key benefits to members. These benefits include: 

• Strengthening fellowship among members 

 Build stronger bonds among NMRA members in your area 

 Help new or relocating NMRA members more easily find and connect with fellow NMRA members in or near 
their community through the online 100% NMRA Club Directory 

• Providing Inexpensive Insurance Coverage 

100% NMRA Club liability insurance coverage represents a huge savings advantage for our 100% Clubs. It now 
costs a Club an average around $1,500 annually to acquire such coverage on its own, but each Club can be covered 
under the NMRA policy for a $50 annual administrative fee (not a premium). This includes: 

 $1 million/$2 million insurance coverage for your organization (only for Clubs in the USA and Canada). 

 Insurance coverage on all your Club's activities, including meetings, conventions, and train shows (only for 
Clubs in the USA and Canada). 

 The policy also covers “Fire Legal Liability” with a sublimit of $100,000. Club landlords frequently require this 
coverage. There is not a separate premium charge for each individual 100% Club, but rather a group rate fig-
ured in as part of the overall NMRA liability premium on an annual basis.  

 Receive reduced rates on special insurance coverage for your Club layout or collection from losses besides lia-
bility (only for Clubs in the USA and Canada). 

Listed below are a few facts to help bust myths you may have heard. Also, the Qualifications and Rules for the 100% 
NMRA Clubs program are on the 100% Clubs webpage and I’ve also listed them on the next page. 

 

Facts about 100% NMRA Clubs: 

• A 100% NMRA Club is based on NMRA membership and not physical assets. That is, there is no requirement that a 
100% NMRA Club have a layout or modules. 

• If a 100% Club does have a layout, there is no requirement that the Club needs to allow viewing of their layout by 
the public. 

• There are no requirements to have club bylaws or other organizing documents. 

• Being a 100% Club does not have any cost to it. 

• Purchase of insurance for a 100% Club is not a requirement, but it is recommended and is inexpensive when ob-
tained through the NMRA. NMRA insurance coverage is a benefit of being 100%. See the NMRA website for more 
information.  

• 100% NMRA clubs operating large-scale live-steam or ride-on model railroads cannot be covered under the NMRA 
liability policy. 

 

Scenario: Do you and at least three of your NMRA friends currently get together and meet informally, such as for round
-robin operating sessions or just to share your hobby interests and knowledge? Are you interested in expanding the group? 
Think Outreach/Inspiration/Recruitment. Would you want other NMRA members in your area to know that your group 
exists and you are interested in inviting them to join your group? These could be members unknown to you or model rail-
roaders who are potentially new NMRA members. Or, do you want to have additional insurance coverage beyond your per-
sonal homeowner’s policy? If so, you may want to establish your group as a 100% NMRA Club to get listed in the national 
directory and be protected under the NMRA insurance policy.  

 

Think about it! Online notice of your club’s existence. The club can be informal … no bylaws required. No cost, but if 
you want liability insurance, it is only $50 per year for the whole club. 

https://www.nmra.org/100-clubs
mailto:club100@nmra.org%20%3cclub100@nmra.org%3e;
https://www.nmra.org/clubs
https://www.nmra.org/100-clubs
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The table below lists current 100% NMRA Clubs located within the Pacific Northwest Region. Club representatives 
should send any changed information to Lee Stoermer so that he can keep the 100% NMRA Club Directory up-to-date. We 
will occasionally update this table based upon the 100% NMRA Club Directory or when we are directly informed of changes 
in club status and related information. 

100% NMRA Clubs — Qualifications and Rules 

1. Minimum club membership is four (4) members. 

2. To maintain the 100% status and insurance coverage, all members must maintain their NMRA membership during 
the coverage period. 

3. NMRA 100% Club status is valid during one calendar year. 

4. 100% Club status must be renewed annually, beginning in early November for the following calendar year (see 
application and instructions section). 

5. The NMRA Magazine Editor will be updated by the 100% NMRA Club Program Manager so that recognition can 
be made in the next available issue of the NMRA Magazine. The NMRA 100% Clubs web page will be updated as 
well. 

6. Each approved 100% Club is also eligible to participate in the NMRA Liability/Fire Insurance program for the same 
year (Only applies to 100% Clubs in the USA and Canada). To apply for this, each club must also submit a com-
pleted NMRA insurance application with their NMRA 100% application. This is available on the NMRA 100% 
Clubs web page (see Applications section). Once a Club is approved, the insurance application is submitted to the 
insurance carrier and a certificate of insurance is mailed to the applying club's primary contact person's mailing 
address. 

7. NMRA 100% Club insurance is only valid when all club members are current NMRA members and is only availa-
ble in the USA and Canada. As such, it is the responsibility of each club to ensure all participants' NMRA member-
ship is maintained at all times throughout the year. Keep in mind that expiration dates for individual members may 
vary within your organization throughout the year and it is the individual organization's responsibility to keep it 
maintained. If desired and with all the affected members permission, we can make adjustments to the member-
ship dates to get all to coincide to one date. 

8. The annual administrative fee for insurance coverage in the USA and Canada is $50 USD and shall be submitted 
at the time of application. Insurance runs concurrent with NMRA 100% status for the calendar year. There is no 
prorating. 

9. Clubs are cautioned to not maintain duplicate membership lists. Misrepresentation of club membership rolls can 
result in cancellation of insurance, possible prosecution for fraud, and individual personal liability for all club mem-
bers and officers. 

State/Province 100% NMRA Club City Club Website or Contact Information 

United States    

Alaska Tanana Valley Model Railroad Club, Inc Fairbanks http://www.tvmrr.org/ 

Idaho Lewis-Clark Train Club Lewiston http://lewis-clarktrainclub.com/ 

Oregon South Coast Train Club Coos Bay 
https://www.facebook.com/South-Coast-Train-Club-
1766690003619700/ 

 Portland Area N-Trak Portland http://myplace.frontier.com/~g_reeder/Pant/ 

 Crooked River Model Railroad Club Prineville Contact: Jim Van Voorhees: ochocosam@hotmail.com 

Washington Bremerton Northern Model Railroad Club Bremerton http://www.bnmrr.org 

 Tri-City Model Railroaders Richland http://www.owt.com/tcmr/ 

 River City Modelers Spokane http://www.rivercitymodelers.org/ 

Canada    

Alberta Calgary Free-mo Calgary http://www.calgaryfreemo.ca/ 

British Columbia Coldslap Free-mo Chilliwack http://coldslapfreemo.org/welcome.htm 

 Salmon Arm Model Railroad Association Salmon Arm Contact: Gary Hazell: comhaven@shaw.ca 

 Golden City Railway Modellers Trail 
Contact: John Ruder (President): frjohnwr@gmail.com 
or Don Young (Treasurer, Webmaster): fdyoung@telus.net 

https://www.nmra.org/clubs
http://www.tvmrr.org/
http://www.tvmrr.org/
http://lewis-clarktrainclub.com/
http://lewis-clarktrainclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/South-Coast-Train-Club-1766690003619700/
https://www.facebook.com/South-Coast-Train-Club-1766690003619700/
https://www.facebook.com/South-Coast-Train-Club-1766690003619700/
http://myplace.frontier.com/~g_reeder/Pant/
http://myplace.frontier.com/~g_reeder/Pant/
mailto:ochocosam@hotmail.com
http://www.bnmrr.org
http://www.bnmrr.org/
http://www.owt.com/tcmr/
http://www.owt.com/tcmr/
http://www.rivercitymodelers.org/
http://www.rivercitymodelers.org/
http://www.calgaryfreemo.ca/
http://www.calgaryfreemo.ca/
http://coldslapfreemo.org/welcome.htm
http://coldslapfreemo.org/welcome.htm
mailto:comhaven@shaw.ca
mailto:frjohnwr@gmail.com
mailto:fdyoung@telus.net
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From the Engineer’s Side of the Cab 
Kurt Laidlaw, President 

All good things must come to an end. For me, that means my term as President of the Pacific Northwest Region has 
come to an end. You have elected a new president. Jeff Herrmann is going to do a great job in this position. He and I have 
had an opportunity to talk, and our desires and hopes for the future of the region are completely in sync. I’m sure you will all 
give him the support you have given me over the last two years. I will keep my fingers crossed that I can talk with some of 
you face to face in Boise next year. In the meantime, I’m going to continue working on my new model railroad empire. I des-
perately need some hands-on help from people who know what they are doing, but so long as the pandemic continues, I will 
muddle along, and hopefully learn from my mistakes. My next project is to get out the Dremel and start cutting gaps in the 
rail for all my PECO Electrofrog turnouts. Arrgh! 

This has been a very difficult time for all of us, whether we are model railroaders or spouses or friends. One of the joys 
of model railroading is joining with others who have similar interests in the hobby. With lockdowns, social distancing, and 
rising infection numbers, it sometimes feels like we are suddenly on our own. That is not true. There are still opportunities to 
get together with other modelers. That may not mean face-to-face monthly clinics or operating sessions, but it does mean 
virtual meetings, layout tours, clinics, etc. In fact, there are more opportunities to meet with fellow members now than there 
were at the beginning of the pandemic. Virtual meetings using Zoom or Google or any other web meeting software packages 
are taking place every day. Case in point, I have bee actively participating in the NMRA Gateway Convention—GatewayX—
most of this week. I have seen clinics from modelers around the world. I have been able to ask questions and get answers to 
my questions. I have seen layout tours from Europe, Canada, the US, and Australia. By the time you read this, the convention 
will be over, but all the clinics have been recorded and are available on the NMRA YouTube channel. You owe it to your-
selves to take advantage of this fantastic opportunity, and it’s free. To actually go to the convention in St. Louis would have 
likely cost in excess of $1,000, but the virtual convention is totally free (unless you want to buy the shirt). 

Additionally, regions across the NMRA are having virtual clinics and meets. I have watched clinics from Southern Cali-
fornia, Texas, and our own Pacific Northwest Region. In some cases, I needed to send an email to the superintendent of a 
division and ask to get on the meeting reminder list, but nobody has said no. In a scenario close to home, the 4th Division 
runs along the coast in Washington. It also includes all of Alaska. In the past, it was difficult for members in the southern or 
western parts of the division to get to clinics in the Seattle area. Now we have people from Alaska joining local Seattle area 
clinics and taking virtual layout tours. This has never been possible before. If your division is not using virtual meetings, you 
are missing out on a huge chance to see members who can’t get to local clinics because of distance, health, or other issues. If 
you need help figuring out how to set up meetings, ask. There are plenty of Zoom experts around now. Jeff and I have talked 
about making a Zoom account available for each of the seven divisions so you can schedule Zoom meetings. If you do, try to 
share the dates and times with all the divisions so we can continue to share the wealth of knowledge that is spread across the 
region. 

There is another way I hope you will consider talking to fellow modelers. Pick up the telephone and call. So many of us 
are older. If we are in lockdown and don’t have spouses or children nearby, we can become withdrawn, especially if we don’t 
have Internet service. Think of the modelers you know. Is there somebody who could use some modeling companionship? 
In a time like this, we could lose a member and not know it for months. Volunteer to set up a phone tree within your divi-
sion. Your superintendent has a list of every member and can see at a glance who doesn’t have access to the Internet. You 
don’t have to wait for somebody else to do it. Nobody in this region should fall through the cracks. 

 

Stay safe and stay active. 

Kurt 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From the Fireman’s Side of the Cab 
Bob Parrish, MMR, Vice President 

The results of the PNR elections are out and you are all stuck with me for another two years. I’m still enjoying the role of 
vice president and we will soon welcome Jeff Herrmann as our new president. He has a huge body of experience and will be a 
great asset to our region. See Jeff’s self-introduction on p. 4. Kurt Laidlaw is trying to do a swan song out the side door but 
I’m not letting him off the hook that easily. 

Officers’ Reports 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHw-7-1FWB5zQgTM0ZVY-Yw
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Since the last issue of The Switchlist, things have only gotten crazier. I spoke last time about ways in which you might stay 
connected to other modelers during our times of being shut down. Since then, I have discovered an Internet conferencing 
method called “Zoom.” It may not be all that new but it certainly is new to me. 

In a visit with Russell Segner, 4th Division Superintendent, the 4th Division is using electronic formats to conduct clinics 
and other presentations that we routinely do when we gather monthly or semi-annually. Much of this is done through Zoom. 
Although I have been part of a Zoom gathering, I am in no way ready to host such a gathering. What appears to be particu-
larly cool about it is that there is no limit to the size of the group that may log in. Further, they have a sidebar chat system 
that allows you to ask questions in a real-time format. 

Most modern smart phones and equivalent that might have a 
camera are capable of getting you in. I have a “steam powered” 
Windows 7 PC with a remote microphone and camera that actually 
works pretty well. It requires a download of a small secure program 
(app) for Zoom. 

Continuing with keeping up connections, I have been meeting 
semi-regularly with my Monday night boys here in Boise. We have 
been hanging around together for a very long time and that discon-
nect is the toughest part. 

I noted a new (at that time) forum: http://groups.io/g/
PNWRRModelers that is still out there and has a growing member-
ship. 

All of this sequestered time has allowed me a lot of bench time 
and here are some photos of those efforts. 

First is a scrap yard named after Bruce McCosh, Mac’s Scrap. 
Try and say that fast!!! I built the original on his railroad without 
telling him what I was up to until it was named. He like it. 

Below is a structure of a small machine shop in Nampa called Wood’s Re-
babbiting. It is named after C. A. (Carmen Alexander) Wood. The company 
takes its name from the process of repairing the bearings in automobile engines. 
The material is known as babbit and was handled in a molten state and poured 
into engine blocks and connecting rods. The company is still operating by the 
third generation of the family. 

For a closing pitch, stay safe and keep connected. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Treasurer’s Report 
Aaron Gibbens 

The PNR’s annual budget and financial reports are included in the Treasurer’s Report for 2020. These are posted on the 
PNR website at: http://pnr.nmra.org/policies/minutes/2020reports/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://groups.io/g/PNWRRModelers
https://groups.io/g/PNWRRModelers
http://pnr.nmra.org/policies/minutes/2020reports/
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Office Manager’s Report 
Ed Liesse 

This report to the Members of the Pacific Northwest Region, NMRA, covers the months from July 2019 to July 2020. 

You can see by looking at the figures below what's happening with the membership of the Region. Our membership 
continued with its roller coaster effect during this last year with a net loss of 49 members. We did, however, bring in 136 new 
members during this period, of which 34 were Rail Passes and several were Family members and Student members. Unfortu-
nately, we did lose 22 active members to death during this period. Please refer to the list of deceased members on p.7. 

We also have a large number of Inactive members within the Region. We need to look through these lists of Inactive 
members and see what we can do to re-energize them to return to the hobby and re-activate their membership. Admittedly, 
there might be a number of these members who have passed away and we never received notification of their death. Howev-
er, there are many who could be potential "Re-rails" if we would take the time to contact them and maybe find out why they 
didn't renew their membership. We might learn some new things we could be doing that would help in retaining new (and 
old) members.  

I keep mentioning the "large number" of Inactive members but never show it, so here are some numbers. July 2018 had 
3817 names, July 2019 had 3951 names, and July 2020 had 4097 names! Compare those numbers to our active membership 
numbers like July 2020 with 1539 members! Surely some of those on the Inactive List are recent members who went on the 
30-day and 60-day Past Due lists before giving up on staying members. Do we have anyone in our Divisions doing any fol-
low-up with the 30-day and 60-day Past Due members to see why they are not renewing? Might be something to consider. 

Remember, Membership retention is the job of every member! 

Much of this report (Tables 1 through 4) centers on the relationship when individuals come on board as a new member 
and the time they go on the 30-60-day Past Due Reports. Look at the tables to see how your division is performing. 

Table 1. Membership showing Rail Pass (RP) portion by Division  

Div 
Jul-19 Aug-19 Sep-19 Oct-19 Nov-19 Dec-19 Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20 Jul-20 Net +/-  over 

year July–
July Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP 

1 105 4 105 4 101 4 106 4 106 4 105 3 107 3 106 3 100 3 100 3 99 3 98 3 97 3 -8 

2 147 2 145 1 145 1 142 0 141 0 144 0 147 0 145 0 142 1 142 1 136 1 136 1 132 1 -15 

3 83 5 83 5 85 6 83 6 82 5 82 5 86 6 87 7 89 7 88 6 86 6 83 4 81 3 -2 

4 473 9 471 9 473 9 476 10 479 10 477 9 486 10 490 9 485 11 484 10 483 10 485 10 483 10 10 

5 199 8 199 8 199 8 193 8 198 8 196 6 198 5 205 5 205 5 205 4 206 3 203 2 202 2 3 

6 246 8 247 5 251 4 239 4 236 3 231 2 256 2 251 2 252 0 252 2 254 2 247 4 243 4 -3 

7 335 18 333 16 333 16 335 14 334 14 309 4 311 3 321 4 320 0 313 4 304 2 303 1 301 1 -34 

Tot 1588 52 1583 48 1587 48 1574 46 1576 44 1544 29 1591 29 1605 30 1593 27 1584 30 1568 27 1555 25 1539 24 -49 

Table 2. New members showing Rail Pass portion by Division 

Div 

Jul-19 Aug-19 Sep-19 Oct-19 Nov-19 Dec-19 Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20 Jul-20 Total 

Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP 

1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 7 3 

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 

3 3 3 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 7 

4 2 0 2 0 4 1 7 1 6 2 1 0 11 3 5 0 5 2 2 1 4 0 4 0 0 0 53 10 

5 3 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 5 1 5 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 3 

6 4 2 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 3 2 1 0 4 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 27 6 

7 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 3 2 3 0 2 0 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 4 

Tot 13 7 2 0 10 2 10 2 14 5 6 0 32 6 18 5 11 3 8 2 6 0 6 2 0 0 136 34 

Table 3. Members 30-days Past Due showing Rail Pass portion by Division 

Div 
Jul-19 Aug-19 Sep-19 Oct-19 Nov-19 Dec-19 Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20 Jul-20 

Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP 

1 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 1 0 2 1 1 1 1 0 4 0 2 1 2 0 2 0 1 0 

2 0 0 3 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 3 0 2 0 5 0 2 0 3 0 

3 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 2 2 0 
4 4 0 6 0 5 0 7 0 5 0 5 0 7 2 6 0 9 0 8 1 9 1 5 0 5 0 

5 1 0 1 0 1 0 7 0 0 0 2 1 2 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 1 0 5 1 3 0 

6 9 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 6 0 6 1 0 0 8 0 1 0 5 0 2 0 7 0 4 0 
7 7 2 5 2 2 0 15 0 5 0 28 10 5 1 2 0 3 0 7 0 10 1 4 1 2 0 

Tot  21 2 17 3 15 0 33 0 18 0 45 13 18 5 20 0 24 0 25 2 30 2 28 4 20 0 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Achievement Program Report 
Jack Hamilton, MMR, AP Chair 

Distant Evaluation Opportunity 

The reactions of the governors of our individual states and provinces have certainly curtailed our ability to mingle. That 
has had direct impact on the opportunity for onsite AP evaluation or evaluations at meets and other activities. The oppor-
tunity for Distant Evaluation remains and if you have a structure, car, or civil item ready for evaluation, please contact me. 

One positive element of the COVID–19 shutdown has been the creative ability of our member to conduct on-line clinics 
and layout tours. The tours, in turn, have provided one more opportunity to discover layouts that for some reason have not 
been brought to the attention of the AP team. In 4D, as a direct result of virtual layout tours, we have identified several mod-
elers who have met the requirements for AP certificates. We have also completed evaluation and submitted several structures 
and cars for merit awards through Distant Evaluation. 

 

Awards Earned 

Since the last report we have had a number of earned awards. 

 Lee Marsh has earned a Golden Spike 

 Ray Wheeler has earned a Golden Spike 
 

The following members have earned Merit Awards for their work: 

 Bill Sornsin earned Merit Awards for Civil (4) 

 Doug Burton earned a Merit Award for Cars (2) 

 Ray Wheeler earned Merit Awards for Scenery and Civil (3) 

 Lee Marsh earned a Merit Award for Scenery  
 

The following members have earned Achievement Program Certificates: 

 Robert Martin—Model Railroad Engineer – Electrical 

 Richard Kurschner—Association Volunteer 

 Kurt Laidlaw—Association Official, Association Volunteer 

 Doug Burton—Association Volunteer 

 Bill Sornsin—Chief Dispatcher; Model Railroad Engineer – Civil, Electrical 

 Lee Marsh—Model Railroad Author 

 

Congratulations to all. Well Done! 
 

If  you ain’t havin’ fun, you ain’t doin’ it right! 

 

 

Table 4. Members 60-days Past Due showing Rail Pass portion by Division 

Div 
Jul-19 Aug-19 Sep-19 Oct-19 Nov-19 Dec-19 Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20 Jul-20 

Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP Mem RP 

1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 4 0 2 1 1 0 2 0 

2 4 0 0 0 3 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 4 0 2 0 

3 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 2 
4 5 0 2 0 6 0 3 0 5 0 5 0 4 0 4 2 6 0 6 0 7 1 8 1 5 0 

5 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 5 0 0 0 2 1 2 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 1 0 4 1 

6 4 0 7 0 0 0 2 0 14 0 6 0 4 1 0 0 7 2 1 0 2 0 2 0 7 0 

7 7 2 5 2 5 2 2 0 0 0 3 0 23 9 3 1 1 0 3 0 6 0 8 1 4 1 

Tot 24 2 15 2 16 3 12 0 28 0 16 0 35 12 13 5 17 2 20 0 20 2 25 2 27 4 
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1st Division 
Rich Pitter, Superintendent 

I have a virtual goose-egg to offer for First Division activities. However, if you want to do a deeper dive, you can follow 
our “limited” activities through the 1st Division website: http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/ or by reading the latest (August 2020) 
issue of our newsletter Brakeman’s Rag. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Division 
Jeff Shultz, Superintendent 

There is no news to report for the 2nd Division. We're currently on-hold for any in-person events due to COVID-19, 
and while I'm hoping to pull off a Zoom meet later this month, it's still in the dream stage. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3rd Division 
Jerry R. Thomas, Superintendent 

It has been a tough and uncertain time for the railroaders of our division and that is probably true for you the reader 
where you live as well. The situation hasn’t shown any improvement in recent weeks as cancellations become the norm. We 
had to cancel the Spring Meet and the Fall Meet will not be held either. 
As may be the case in your group, many of our most active railroaders 
are of advanced age and/or have underlining health conditions. Members 
cannot be expected to open homes for visits in this situation. We have 
done some sharing via our publication, The Purple Sage, and are explor-
ing Zoom and virtual events. 

Stephen Loop has done a wonderful job with the support of his con-
vention planning committee. The plan and accommodations are great for 
an outstanding Idaho convention. Please see Stephen’s convention up-
date on p.5. We need a quick miracle to make region members feel safe 
to make the trip. Unfortunately, time is short. We only have about two 
months before the hotel cancellation costs become prohibitive. An alternative virtual plan is also being thought through as an 
alternative. Therefore, Idaho Rails 2021 must be seen as tentative at this time. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4th Division 
Russ Segner, Superintendent 

Our 4th Division has been producing online layout tours of local layouts since the lock down began. They are edited and 
available in the 4DPNR Movies YouTube Channel we created. All of our local clinics are being conducted online by means 
of three Zoom hosts who have Pro accounts. We have been able actually to serve our members better in many ways, includ-
ing our members in Alaska. 

No local train shows and/or swap meets will be held in the foreseeable future, so we have severely trimmed our budget. 
We have funded work with a new HO Free-mo modular club. So work within our several modular groups continues antici-
pating some shows next year. 

 

We look forward to better days. Stay safe all. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Division Reports 

http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/
http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/BrakemansRag/BrakemansRagAug2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-pc9_xA-w2t3RdhLZ7BNOA/
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5th Division 
Bill Fassett, Superintendent 

I hope this report finds all of our 5th Division members safe, well, and, unlike many others in our communities, NOT 
bored! Most of us have many things to accomplish with our hobby that are often put off during the summer. 

One major opportunity for Division 5 members to get out of the house is to visit our Sustaining Member, the Inland 
NW Rail Museum in Reardan, WA. Because Lincoln County is in Phase 3, the museum has been allowed to open with appro-
priate safety precautions. The museum is celebrating its 4th Anniversary at Reardan on August 22. Some NMRA members 
have been active in the move of the Dr. John Wamba O-gauge collection to the museum (Bill Voogd, Tim Bristow), and 
NMRA member Nate McKorkle is incredibly involved in the restoration of the Mount St. Helens car (SP&S 601). The muse-
um welcomes additional volunteers. 

The COVID-19 train show cancellations have hit one of our 100% NMRA clubs particularly hard. The Lewis-Clark 
Model Train Club in Lewiston, Idaho, depends on income from its annual train show to help pay the rent on its clubhouse. 
They have established a GoFundMe page with a goal of $2,500 (https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-out-the-lewisclark-
model-train-club). The Division 5 officers have voted to make a contribution to this fund and encourage others to join in. 

Just as the PNR Board has been holding its meetings via Zoom, so have some of the organizations in Division 5, includ-
ing River City Modelers and the Inland NW Rail Museum. There is no cost to individuals to either sign in by computer or by 
telephone, and Division 5 has access to a Zoom account that can handle larger meetings that last more than 40 minutes. Con-
tact the Superintendent for more information. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6th Division 
Ed Molenkamp, Superintendent 

Greetings to you all from the 6th Division. 

There’s not a whole lot to report on these days. We are all hoping that this pandemic will be over soon so plans for up-
coming conventions can still continue. Watch out for one in Camrose in 2021 and one in Regina in 2022. At this point these 
are tentative dates. 

Membership in the Division remains steady. The virtual conventions and clinics have been an enjoyable substitute. Hope-
fully they will continue until we can return to “normal”. 

Stay safe, happy modeling, and hope to see you in Boise!! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7th Division 
John Martin, Superintendent 

Our major activity over the past few months has been the extraordinarily successful Virtual Railway Modelers Meet of 
British Columbia (VRMMBC).   

Zoom sessions were held on four successive Thursdays, beginning May 21st and close to 400 people preregistered.  Most 
evenings saw actual participation of slightly under 200 viewers, including a few from such far-flung locations as the UK and 
Australia. Our own Division was heavily represented, as were many friends in Alberta and the USA. 

Frankly, some folks were skeptical about the need for more model railroading videos. (There are enough YouTube and 
similar productions to last a lifetime.) Recognizing that fact, the Committee decided to replicate an in-person meet as closely 
as possible, with real time interaction and participation. They also devoted one very entertaining evening to a “Meet the Mod-
eler” virtual display room. Reception was universally positive and enthusiastic, and viewers were definitely delighted. 

The program exceeded our expectations and every member of the Division is proud of the high-quality event that the 
organizers orchestrated. The organization and technical details were exceptional. We are particularly grateful to Rene Gourley 
(Chairman), John Geddes, Victor Gilbert, Rob Kirkham, Marc Simpson, Brian Clogg, and John Green for their superb work. 

As Summer ends and the coronavirus continues, we are making plans for a virtual Annual General Meeting and trying to 
provide more online content to our widely dispersed membership. Meanwhile, we hope every one of you stays as safe and 
healthy as possible. Better days ahead. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-out-the-lewisclark-model-train-club
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-out-the-lewisclark-model-train-club
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PNR Interchange 
The PNR Interchange is a free service for PNR members wishing to buy, sell, donate, or exchange model or prototype railroad relat-

ed items. Commercial enterprise transactions and advertisements are not allowed except as provided for hobby stores below. Mem-

bers may also use this service to request or solicit hobby or railroad related information, research results, and other resources or ma-

terials from other members. Members’ classified ads and notices are restricted to text format only (no graphics) and length should be 

no longer than 120 words. Sequential ads of the same nature or having the same or nearly same content are not permitted. The suita-

bility of submitted classified ads for publication is determined at the sole discretion of the Switchlist Editor. Email your submission 

along with your NMRA membership number to the Editor at switchlist@pnr.nmra.org  

Hobby stores that support model railroading may include an advertisement in PNR Switchlist. The ad is limited in size to a business 

card size and should be provided in ready to copy and print format as determined by the Switchlist Editor. Advertisements for hobby 

stores that provide a discount for NMRA members shall be so identified with the advertisement. Hobby store ads may be run sequen-

tial issue to issue.  

WANTED: 12” to 36” piece of Micro Engineering O scale 
code 100 track. Needed for dual-gauge interchange on my 
40” x 60” Dayton, Sheridan & Grande Ronde On30 layout. 
Email radioprof@comcast.net if you have something availa-
ble. 

FOR SALE: 3-rail O-gauge locomotives, rolling stock, 
track, and structures. E-mail to rrbill10@comcast.net for a 
pdf or send an SASE to Bill Pyper, 4406 21st Court SE, 
Olympia, WA 98503 for list with pictures. 

 

Do you have “excess” model railroad equipment, kits, or supplies? 

Searching for that “special run” or hard-to-find locomotive?  

Looking for prototype or historical photos, track diagrams, or other information?  

 

Place your classified ad here in the PNR Interchange and  

connect with fellow PNR members! 

YOUR PERSONAL AD OR REQUEST FOR 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE COULD BE HERE! 

mailto:switchlist@pnr.nmra.org
mailto:radioprof@comcast.net
mailto:rrbill10@comcast.net
https://www.pwrs.ca/
https://mrhmag.com/
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2020 

Sep 12–13, Sherwood Park, AB 
CANCELLED: 2020 Greater Edmonton Model Train Show, 10 a.m.–5 p.m., Millennium Place, 2000 Premier Way in Sherwood Park. 
Admission $10, $5 for youth 16 and under, children 4 and under FREE. Layouts, displays, clinics, dealers and LEGO! Info: 
www.mmrf.ab.ca, email: trainshow@mmrf.ab.ca 

Sep 15–19, Missoula, MT 
POSTPONED to 2021: Northern Pacific Railway Historical Association Annual Convention. Info: store.nprha.org/2020-convention 

Sep 18–23, Nelson, BC 
CANCELLED. Joint CPHA-GNRHS convention, and the first-ever national CPHA convention. Watch for more information in future 
issues of CP TRACKS and on the CPHA website (www.cptracks.ca). Please remember that you must be a member of either CPHA or 
GNRHS to attend this event. For more information, contact Scott Calvert, Co-Chair, Nelson 2020. 

Oct 11 (Sun), Spokane, WA 
CANCELLED: Spokane Train Show sponsored by the River City Modelers. Next show will be March 7, 2020 at the Spokane Interstate 
Fair & Expo Center, more information will be out by December. Contact: Shirley Sample, 509-991-2317 or shirley@busnws.com for any 
questions. 

Oct 17 (Sat), Edmonton, AB  
CANCELLED: MMRF Fall Swap Meet: Central Lion's Senior Citizens Recreation Centre, 11113 113 St. 9 a.m.–Noon. Admission $3, 
vendor tables $25. Info: Ric Francoeur, swapmeet@mmrf.ab.ca, www.mmrf.ab.ca 

Nov 6–8, Vancouver, BC 
CANCELLED: Vancouver Train Expo 2020 Info: www.vancouvertrainexpo.ca 

Nov 14 (Sat), Calgary, AB 
TENTATIVE: Calgary Model Trainmen Open House. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Come and check out our space in the Calgary Rehabilitation Cen-
tre, #7, 11 Street NE. www.calgarymodeltrainmen.com 

Dec 5 (Sat), Rickreall, OR  
WVMRC annual Railroad Show and Swap Meet: Polk County Fairgrounds, 520 S. Pacific Hwy. West (Hwy 22 and Hwy 99W 10 miles 
west of Salem).9:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. Over 100 tables, all scales of trains. Admission: Adults $5, children 12 and under free, 8 ft. tables $30 
each. We try to have a large variety of trains and railroad items available to purchase, over 100 tables, (all scales of trains). The parking is 
free and the site is handicapped accessible. This is our 22nd show at this site and everyone has been pleased with the selection and prices. 
Info: Judy MacInnes, 503-581-6071, macinnej@msn.com, www.wvmrm.webs.com 

 

NOTE: Because conditions may change rapidly, be sure to double-check the status of specific events by visiting 
the PNR website’s list of Upcoming Events. 

Timetable 
To add your events or activities to the Timetable, PNR Train Orders (regular member email), or to the PNR’s Upcoming Events 

webpage, contact the Timetable Editor, Mark Johnson at (780) 436-2480, timetable@pnr.nmra.org 

http://www.mmrf.ab.ca
mailto:trainshow@mmrf.ab.ca
http://store.nprha.org/2020-convention
http://www.cptracks.ca
mailto:shirley@busnws.com
https://www.mmrf.ab.ca/fall_swap_meet
https://www.mmrf.ab.ca/
http://www.vancouvertrainexpo.ca/
http://www.calgarymodeltrainmen.com/
mailto:macinnej@msn.com
http://www.wvmrm.webs.com
mailto:timetable@pnr.nmra.org
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Pacific Northwest Region Staff 

President: Kurt Laidlaw, 253-495-8351, ananas99@klaidlaw.net 

Vice-President: Bob Parrish, MMR, 208-866-4601, 
bobparrish770@gmail.com 

Secretary: Jerry Enders, 360-830-0560, jerend2916@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Aaron Gibbens, 541-501-4401, 
PNR-Treas@outlook.com 

Asst. Treasurer (Canada): Larry Sebelley, 604-858-5717, 
sebelley@shaw.ca 

Asst. Treasurer (US): Position vacant; please volunteer! 

Office Manager: Ed Liesse, 253-529-7405, EEliesse@aol.com 

Immediate Past President: Jack Hamilton MMR, 360-308-9845, 
gradiver@wavecable.com 

Officers 

Achievement: Jack Hamilton MMR, 360-308-9845, 
gradiver@wavecable.com 

Ballot, USA: Position vacant; please volunteer! 

Ballot, Canada: Richard Sutcliffe, 604-467-4301, 
ras1@uniserve.com 

Contest: Christopher Jones, 541-824-0154, lllandcij@aol.com 

Convention: Larry Sebelley, 604-858-5717, sebelley@shaw.ca 

Education: Position vacant; please volunteer! 

Membership: Bob Parrish, MMR, 208-866-4601, 
bobparrish770@gmail.com 

Nominations: Shirley Sample, 509-292-8332, shirley@busnws.com 

President’s Award: Dave Liesse, 253-343-3445, 
nmradave@liessefamily.net 

PNR Registered Agent: Elaine Crueger, 541-847-5779, 
elainecrueger@gmail.com 

Switchlist Editor: Greg Kujawa, 406-589-6256, 
switchlist@pnr.nmra.org 

Webmaster: Mark Johnson, 780-436-2480, 
webmaster@pnr.nmra.org 

Committee Chairs 

Division Superintendents 

1st Division: Rich Pitter, 541-636-3833, richpitter@aol.com 

2nd Division: Jeff Shultz, 503-769-1414, 
jeff@shultzinfosystems.com 

3rd Division: Jerry Thomas, 208-830-6364, 
jerryrthomas.jt@gmail.com 

4th Division: Russ Segner, 425-228-7327, russseg@gmail.com 

5th Division: Bill Fassett, 509-468-4900, b.fassett@comcast.net 

6th Division: Ed Molenkamp, 780-455-1479, 
6divsuper@pnr.nmra.org 

7th Division: John Martin, 604-594-9719, jamartin@jdmartin.ca 

 Pacific Northwest Region 
National Model Railroad Association  

 

Division 1: Southwestern Oregon 

Division 2: Northwestern Oregon, Southwestern Washington 

Division 3: Southern Idaho, Eastern Oregon 

Division 4: Western Washington, Alaska 

Division 5: Eastern Washington, Northeastern Oregon, Northern 
Idaho, Montana 

Division 6: Alberta, Saskatchewan, Northwest Territories 

Division 7: British Columbia, Yukon 
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mailto:elainecrueger@gmail.com
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