
 

 

Doug Wingfield MMR receives the PNR President’s Award 

At the Friday evening Meet and Greet at The Crow 2018 Meet, Superintendent Ed Molenkamp presented the 
PNR  President’s Award to Doug.  More on the award inside.  (photo by Peter Ulvestad) 
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Superintendent’s Report - Ed Molenkamp, Superintendent 6th Division 

Hello everyone.  I start this report by saying what 
a great time we had in the Crowsnest Pass this 
past June. I heard many positive comments from 
those that attended. There were just over 40 
registrants, some from as far away as Winnipeg! 
We had a busy time with clinics and prototype 
tours. Our Canadian District Director, Fred 
Headon even put on a clinic. There was also a 
special presentation on a coal mine being 
developed in the area. It was great to see some 
old friends and make new ones. 

With that being said planning is well underway 
for the Regional Convention - The Kootenay 
Express 2019 in Cranbrook, May 29-June 2, 2019. 
So…start planning your spring vacation around 
those dates. 

As mentioned previously we are getting a great 
amount of help from the 7th Division on this. So 
far we have prototype tours in the works and an 
astounding amount of clinics planned. Brian 
Stokes , the Clinic Coordinator may be contacting 
many of you. There is the possibility of some 
layout tours which we are presently looking into. 
We have booked tours at the Museum in 
Cranbrook which is amazing to see. That alone is 
worth coming out to!  We should have a 
registration form up on the website very soon. 
The website for The Kootenay Express 2019 is up 
and running but the content is minimal as some 

of the committee members are sending in 
information this week to start filling it up. 

If you have questions or queries you will be able 
to find and talk with committee members from 
The Kootenay Express 2019 at all events planned 
in our Division, the 7th Division as well as some of 
the Divisions down south. If you can’t find one of 
us feel free to contact us either personally or via 
the website. You will get regular updates via 
Highball! as well as Constant Contact (email). 

Division membership remains strong and growing 
which is very positive to see. We recently had 
Saskatoon’s Prairie Rail Workshop join as a 100% 
club.  Thanks guys! 

I have heard that a few members made it down 
to Kansas City so I am sure they will have 
something to say about the Convention that was 
held there. 

Lastly, a survey regarding conventions is being 
developed by two 6th Division members. This was 
brought up at the AGM during the Crow 2018. 
This survey will be going out soon. It should be 
interesting. 

Talk to you all soon and I hope to see you in 
Edmonton September 15 and 16th during the 
Great Edmonton Train Show where we will have a 
booth for The Kootenay Express 2019. 

 

From the Editor – Rob Badmington 

While summer has been quiet for some model 
railroaders in the 6th Division, for others, it has 
been anything but. The garden railroaders are 

always busy during the summer months, as are 
the model engineers at Airdrie’s Iron Horse Park. 

mailto:6divsuper@pnr.nmra.org
mailto:ulvestad@telus.net
mailto:djca@accesscomm.ca
mailto:Rick%20Walker%20%3Cwalkr@telusplanet.net%3E
mailto:dwfield@telus.net
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Officially, summer started on June 21, and the 
very next day, 40 modellers gathered in 
Blairmore in the Crowsnest Pass to have a great 
time at The Crow 2018, our division’s annual 
Meet. At the beginning of August, the NMRA 
National Convention was held in Kansas City, and 
several 6th Div. members attended a wonderful 
week of trains of all sizes. In mid-August, the 
Alberta Free-mo event celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with a record setting modular layout 
set up in the hockey arena in Big Valley, AB. 
There is much more coverage of these events in 
this issue. 

There are dozens of events all over the 6th 
Division starting in September and going 
throughout the fall, winter and spring. Make sure 
you plan to attend the PNR Regional Convention, 
the Kootenay Express in Cranbrook, BC on May 
29 – June 2, 2019. This event is hosted by our 
own Division, with some help from our friends in 
the 7th Div. 

At the National Convention, I attended the NMRA 
Canada annual meeting. It was an opportunity to 
learn more about how NMRA Canada is 
structured, and how it relates to the overall 
NMRA organization.  I asked NMRA Canada 
President Steve McMullin if he could put 
together a short article about this for Highball! 
readers, and he readily agreed. You can see what 
Steve has to say in this issue. 

Our Superintendent, Ed Molenkamp works 
tirelessly to sign up new members to the NMRA. 
If you are new to our organization, welcome! 
Please get to know your fellow members by 
attending an event and introducing yourself. 
Sometimes people tend to ignore newcomers, 
but I don’t think that’s the case in our division. At 
The Crow 2018, I met several people I didn’t 
know before, and now I consider them friends. 
It’s the best part of this great hobby! 

 

Pacific Northwest Region President's Award - Jack Hamilton MMR, PNR 

President, (reprinted from The Switchlist) 

The Pacific Northwest Region President's Award 
is presented annually to honor a member of the 
Region who, through signal service to the hobby 
of model railroading, has made the most 
significant contribution to the benefit and 
betterment of the Pacific Northwest Region. This 
is the senior award presented by the Region and 
honors the recipient for their service to their 
fellow National Model Railroad Association 
members. There are two honorees for the PNR 
2018 President’s Award: Doug Wingfield of Sixth 
Division and Ed Schaenzer of First Division. Doug 
and Ed were both recognized at the 2018 
Convention Banquet and presented an 
appropriate Letter of Recognition and a 
President’s Award plaque. The letters of 
recognition noted the specific contributions of 
each.  In recognition of their exceptional 
meritorious service to the Pacific Northwest 
Region and the National Model Railroad 
Association, Doug Wingfield, MMR, and Edward 
Schaenzer, MMR, are each presented with the 
Pacific Northwest Region President’s Award for 
2018  

Congratulations and Well Done!  

Doug Wingfield, MMR has been a major player in 
the activities of the Region and his home Division. 
Doug has been an NMRA member since 1986 and 
has been active in all aspects of the hobby over 
the intervening 32 Years. Doug has been an 
active participant and leader in model railroad 
clubs in Calgary and Lethbridge and has held the 
complete list of offices and committee 
assignments within each of the groups. Doug 
represents the modelers of Sixth Division and 
PNR through his attendance and active 
participation in National and Regional 
conventions and activities. Doug has served for 
the past 15 years as the Achievement Program 
Manager for Sixth Division. In that capacity, he 
has traveled throughout the Division bringing the 
program to the members. His service and 
contributions to the Achievement Program have 
enhanced the effectiveness of the program for all 
of NMRA. 

 



NMRA Canada President’s Report Report - Steve McMullin 

I appreciate this opportunity to provide an 
update about the activities of NMRA Canada for 
members in the PNR 6th division.  We have an 
excellent Board of Directors who meet regularly 
online.  The NMRA Canada board consists of:  
President—Steve McMullin (Saint John, NB), 
Vice-President—Ed Molenkamp (Edmonton, AB), 
Treasurer—Frank Gerry (Thunder Bay, ON), 
Secretary—John Bate (Winnipeg, MB), George 
Jarvis (Conception Bay South, NL), Dick Sutcliff 
(Maple Ridge, BC), and Doug Johnson (Regina, 
SK).  The willingness of people to volunteer is a 
real encouragement!  Our Canadian District 
representative on the NMRA Board, Fred Headon 
(Winnipeg, MB), also meets with us and 
contributes a great deal to NMRA Canada.  For 
2018, John Bate volunteered to take over the 
task of conducting NMRA elections in order to 
relieve the registrar of the responsibility.  He did 
a great job in conducting the election. 

Our annual fee for Canadian NMRA members 
continues to be substantially less than for 
members in the United States because all of the 
administration in Canada is done by volunteers.  
We are especially thankful for Stephen Wood in 
Brampton, ON, our volunteer registrar and office 
manager, who does an amazing amount of 
administrative work for us every month.  The 
price of a subscription to Scale Rails, the official 
NMRA magazine, has increased dramatically for 
Canadian subscribers to the point where most 
Canadian NMRA members now choose not to 
receive it.  On behalf of the Canadian board, I 
have expressed to the national NMRA leadership 
our displeasure with the subscription rate for 
Canadian members and have advocated a change 
to an online magazine that all members 
(regardless of where they live) can receive at the 
same cost.  We hope for a change in the near 
future.   

Since last year, the dues for NMRA Canada 
members was increased by the NMRA national 
board but a small surplus and a slight increase in 

the value of the Canadian dollar has allowed the 
dues for NMRA Canada to remain unchanged.   

Our biggest disappointment this past year was 
the decision of the NMRA board to stop 
supporting the RailPass program in Canada.  As 
an NMRA Canada board, we believe that the Rail 
Pass program is an important recruitment tool.  
Faced with the decision of the National Board, we 
have decided to support the Rail Pass program 
with our Canadian funds.  We have increased the 
cost to $19.95 for six months (with the actual 
cost being about $40 because of the magazine 
mailing costs).  We believe the program is 
essential if we are going to continue to recruit 
new members.  We are pleased that NMRA 
membership in Canada has continued to increase 
in each of the past two years.  We are also 
pleased that the amount of liability insurance 
that can be provided by the NMRA has increased, 
which was a requirement for many of our 
Canadian shows.  Ed Molenkamp played an 
important role in that change.   

In cooperation with the NER Board of Directors, 
the inactive Maritime Division was re-activated 
this spring under the more inclusive name of 
Eastern Canada Division.  This is an encouraging 
step.   

In May, we received a bequest of $500 from the 
estate of Robert J.D. (Bob) Gardner, most 
recently of Salmon Arm, BC and previously of 
Lethbridge, AB, a long-time member of the 
NMRA (MMR #103) who requested that the 
money be donated to further the priorities of 
NMRA Canada.   

Our task as the NMRA Canada Board of Directors 
is to serve all NMRA members living in Canada.  
We are interested in ways to promote the hobby 
and to increase our membership.  We welcome 
your comments and suggestions.  Please feel free 
to contact me at mcmulls@nb.sympatico.ca  
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Area Reports 

Alberta Free-mo – Big Valley – Jim Ironside 

From 15 - 19  Aug 2018, Calgary Free-mo hosted our 

annual Alberta Free-mo setup in Big Valley. This year 

was our fifteenth anniversary for this event, and we 

issued a challenge to Free-mo modellers to make up 

a 1000' layout. Setup would start Wed; running 

would be for three days instead of the normal two. 

In the end, we had almost 60 modellers with 1124 

feet of modules from Washington State, Idaho, 

Montana, BC, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. The total 

length of track was almost 1900 feet. There was a 

full program of regular running, long train running, 

operating session, 1:1 operating on Alberta Prairie, 

and of course lots of food and socializing. 

Much planning was required - not just the setup 

design, but for the publicity, applications, 

registration, setup, operating, catering, and a myriad 

of other details.  The layout was designed to allow 

efficient setup - a core joining two junctions and 

thus four subdivisions. After the core was set up on 

the first day, four independent teams set up the 

subdivisions in parallel. The running and switching 

opportunities were immense. Three hours running 

were almost enough to cover all the modules. At 

night the train lengths were unlimited, and there 

were several 100 car trains. The evening operating 

session allowed running with purpose, as on the real 

railroad. A number of participants took advantage of 

the 1:1 Ops opportunity to switch real railroad cars 

with a real GP38. At 16:00 on Sunday it was time to 

break down. Most layouts were out of the building 

by 19:30, and participants headed back to their 

homes satisfied at having been part of a setup that 

was among the largest, if not the absolute largest, 

HO Free-mo setup in North America. 

Calgary Free-mo is a regular at SUPERTRAIN, and will 

be at GETS and Railway Days in September. We 

meet regularly for business and Fun Runs. Go to our 

website - Calgary Freemo.ca - and come see us 

anytime. 

 

 

The whole layout (1124 feet of modules) and all the participants in Big Valley’s hockey arena. The people 

almost look like HO scale figures themselves. (photos by Twyla Wehnes) 



Coffins (and undertakers) come in all forms . . . Some of our 

US visitors - Frank Wilhelm, Al Cunningham, Dan Figy

 Thar be gremlins here . . . Kevin Rudko of Edmonton makes 

sure all things electronic are working properly. 

Could not get this inside, so we ran it outside 

Cutting the Anniversay cake . . Doug 

Soeder (Layout Designer), Tanya 

(Big Valley Cafe Proprietor), Jim 

Ironside (Run Chief), Mike Walker 

(Assistant Run Chief). 



Edmonton - Mark Johnson

The modelling season is starting again, and the 
MMRF Fall Swap Meet is the perfect place to 
stock up on project materials. It will be held on 
Saturday, October 20 at the usual venue, the 
Central Lion's Senior Citizens Recreation Centre 
11113 113 St. 9AM-Noon, Admission $3. 

There will be lots to choose from - the vendor 
tables have been sold out for some time. 

MMRF is also holding the 2018 Greater 
Edmonton Train Show on September 15 & 16, 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm at Millennium Place, 
Sherwood Park. This is always an opportunity to 

catch up with fellow modellers from across the 
province and beyond. 

The Edmonton Model Railroad Association will be 
closed to public and special events until January, 
as the construction of the building expansion 
continues. 

Don't forget the Pacific Northwest Region 
Calendar of Events across the Region at 
pnr.nmra.org!  If you are planning an event, you 
can contact me to see what other events are 
happening, and be sure to send your dates so I 
can add them to the Calendar. 

 
 

Calgary Model Trainmen – Dale Sproule 

Several CMT members enjoyed the annual   “THE 
CROW”, the 6TH DIVISION SPRING MEET.  Thanks 
go to the planning Committee for hosting 
another successful meet.  

Chinook and Hobby West located at 50 Avenue 
and Macleod Trail S.W. closed in May. Originally 
established by Hans Madsen, Hobby West was 
located for years on 14 Street SW until he joined 
with wife Donna Madsen who ran a craft type 
hobby shop called Chinook Hobbies. The 
combined shop became Chinook and Hobby 
West. The joint hobby store operated for years 

until being sold to Hans’s first employee, Rob 
Gayle. Rob ran the established hobby shop while 
Hans and Donna went on to operate a hobby 
distributor called H&D (Hans and Donna) Hobby 
Warehouse. 

CMT members enjoyed the CMRS trip to 
Lethbridge in the June. In the last few months we 
have welcomed 6 new members, the majority 
being youth. CMT plans at this point to 
participate in Railway Days hosted by Heritage 
Park September 22-23 with our travelling 
modules. 

 

South Saskatchewan - Doug Johnson 

Members of the Echo Valley Railroad Guild in 
Regina have been active this summer. The South 
Park and Western On30 sectional layout, which 
was exhibited for the past 10 years at various 
shows in Saskatchewan, has been laid to rest by 
its creators and a new SP & W will arise from the 
ashes. It will combine with elements of Malcolm 
Anderson’s On30 Big Trees layout which was 
shown all over western Canada. Hopefully the 
new layout will be ready for public display by 
May 2019.  

Rupert James and Ron Coburn participated in the 
Big Valley Free-mo meet in August and 
contributed to creating over 1100 linear feet of 

modelling – a new record. The Regina Free-mo 
group will be going to the Winnipeg show in late 
September. 

Regina Railfest will be in a new location in 2019. 
Held for the past two years in the Tartan Curling 
Club facility, it has been forced to relocate 
because of the closure of the Tartan this fall. The 
new location will be in the Caledonian Curling 
Club and the dates have been confirmed for May 
4 and 5, 2019. The Caledonian is somewhat larger 
than the Tartan, at 22,000 square feet. So there 
will be lots of room for layouts, displays and 
vendors. 

http://pnr.nmra.org/


Moose Jaw - Thunder Creek Model Railroad Club - Greg King

The TCMRC held a season wind up BBQ in June 
and was mostly inactive over the summer, 
however regular meetings resumed in August. 
We would like to assist the Western 
Development Museum in Moose Jaw regarding a 
recent theft. In mid-August someone got into a 
locked compound at the Museum and stole the 
brass bell from the 101 steam engine. Included is 
a photo of the bell. Thieves took the bell and 
frame as well as the lid for the boiler of the only 
operating steam loco in the province. 

Links to the story: 

https://discovermoosejaw.com/local/devastation
-rings-through-wdm-after-bell-is-stolen-from-
train 

https://regina.ctvnews.ca/brass-bell-stolen-from-
locomotive-train-housed-at-western-
development-museum-1.4052800 

 

The TCMRC is planning to attend the Greater 
Edmonton Train Show Sept. 15/16 2018.    

Plans are being finalized for our March 23 – 24, 
2019 Model Railroad show at the WDM in Moose 
Jaw.  Watch for updates on our web site 
(tcmrc.org) 

 

Lethbridge - Paul Smith

It's been a quiet summer for the Southern 
Alberta Model Railway Club in Lethbridge, but 
there's still been activity. We had two days of 
tours on the two club layouts as well the home 
layouts of some of our members. June 2nd saw a 
full day of visitation from Calgary modelers. 
Several of our neighbours in Gyro Park 
commented favorably on the Aspen Crossing tour 
bus graphics. We had another slate of visitors on 
June 24 as a part of The Crow meet. 

We've been working on the club layouts. The HO 
layout has seen progress on fascia and some 
trackage. Our industrial selections and operating 
scheme are under review. The roadbed is nearly 
complete on our N scale expansion, following 
which our construction crew will tackle 
tracklaying. 

We meet Tuesday nights in Gyro Park. Visitors 
are welcome to join us. Our next Open House is 
scheduled for October 20 and 21, 1000 to 1600 
both days. 

 

Olds - Didsbury - Carstairs - Rick Astle

The season for the Mountain View Model 
Railroad Club concluded with a Model Railroad 
and Hobby Extravaganza the last weekend of 
May at the Carstairs Curling Rink.  The show is 
now booked for the last weekend of May 2019 
and with some early planning there is sufficient 
room for more exhibitors. 

We are rapidly approaching the start of a new 
season and the club will host its first session 
Saturday September 8, 2018 as part of the 
Mountain View Arts Festival.  This session will 
focus on running trains and some hands on for 

https://discovermoosejaw.com/local/devastation-rings-through-wdm-after-bell-is-stolen-from-train
https://discovermoosejaw.com/local/devastation-rings-through-wdm-after-bell-is-stolen-from-train
https://discovermoosejaw.com/local/devastation-rings-through-wdm-after-bell-is-stolen-from-train
https://regina.ctvnews.ca/brass-bell-stolen-from-locomotive-train-housed-at-western-development-museum-1.4052800
https://regina.ctvnews.ca/brass-bell-stolen-from-locomotive-train-housed-at-western-development-museum-1.4052800
https://regina.ctvnews.ca/brass-bell-stolen-from-locomotive-train-housed-at-western-development-museum-1.4052800
tcmrc.org
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our visitors.  The club hopes to focus one meeting 
each month to running trains and one to 
construction.  A number of ideas have been 
proposed and some discussion will take place to 
create a plan to move our layout forward. 

I encourage anyone travelling near Didsbury to 
check out the layout at the museum.  The 

museum hours are Tuesday through Friday 
9:00am to 4:30pm and 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Saturday.  Other viewings can be arranged by 
contacting Rick Astle at 403 556-8121 or 403 507-
3314. Check out our web site for meeting 
schedule and current information at 
www.mvmrc.ca. 

 

Airdrie / Iron Horse Park - Greg Orme

Other than the recent smoke drifting into the 
cities of Airdrie and Calgary from the forest fires 
in BC we have had a pretty good year so far here 
at Iron Horse Park.  Ridership is remaining 
constant and we have had only one rainy and 
cool Sunday so far this season.  

Sunday Aug.12 was the first of two fundraiser run 
days in support of the Airdrie Food Bank and the 
Airdrie Ability Center Society. Free rides we given 
for every food donation for the food bank and 
the revenue from our ticket sales went to the 
Airdrie Ability Center Society.  

Our next and second Fund-Raising event will take 
place during our third annual Halloween Run on 
Oct 28th.  Food to Airdrie Food Bank, cash/ride 
revenue to Lioness Club's Christmas Hamper 
program. 

Trackage is now going into our new locomotive 
storage shed in hopes to be ready in time to store 
some equipment over this upcoming winter. Oh 
why did I bring up winter already???? 

Once we get the tracks laid into the loco shed 
work will start on adding additional tracks into 
the freed up space in our current Car Barn. 

There is never an end to the work required to 
keep things interesting and the trains running 
throughout the summer months at the park so if 
you find yourself with some extra time on your 
hands we are always looking for new members or 
volunteers to help out at the park. If you would 
like to get involved we would be happy if you 
would consider joining us. Information is 
available on our Web site. 

If you have ever wanted to get into live steam 
there is a great 7-1/2" Steam Loco, Cars and 
Cargo Trailer setup available from Surrey, B.C. 
Send me your e-mail to gorme@telus.net and I'll 
send you the info. 

Hope to see you at Iron Horse Park. 

 

Convention Reports – Rob Badmington 

 

Over 40 modellers gathered in Crowsnest Pass 
over the weekend of June 22-24, 2018 for a very 
enjoyable meet. We began with an informal get-
together Friday evening in the Gazebo Park 
adjacent to CP’s Crowsnest Sub in downtown 
Blairmore. We had great pizza and refreshments, 
but no trains. 

Saturday morning we gathered at the Frank Slide 
Interpretive Centre for a presentation on the 
railways of the Crowsnest Pass, followed by a short 
hike along the abandoned grade of the Frank and 

Grassy Mountain Railway. A bit of drizzle didn’t 
deter our group from observing signs of the old 
railway which was cut off from the CPR by the 
Frank Slide. After lunch, we reconvened at the 
Bellevue Coal Mine for an underground tour. We 
learned to appreciate the complete darkness, chilly 
air, and danger that the miners faced a century 
ago. 

At the Kanata Inn convention hotel, we enjoyed 
three clinics in the afternoon, followed after dinner 
by our feature presentation. Keith Bott, former 
Community Relations Advisor with Riversdale 
Resources shared information on a new coal mine 
being developed at Grassy Mountain from a 
former coal mine closed some 75 years ago. He 

http://www.mvmrc.ca/
mailto:gorme@telus.net
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showed drawings of a new railway loadout loop to 
be built on four holes of the Crowsnest Golf Course 
which have been moved further up the mountain. 
The mine will send the coal some 10km down a 
conveyor system from the mountain right over top 
of the golf course in a new "dustless system". The 
animation of how coal trains will move around the 
loop was most fascinating 

The Annual General Meeting of the 6th Division 
followed (see draft minutes following), then we 
adjourned for the evening, although many enjoyed 
more camaraderie in Jason The Pie Man’s pub in 
the hotel. 

On Sunday, two more clinics were presented, 
including Jim Little’s clinic on CPR steam engines 
and the HO models that have been produced over 
the years. Jim’s chart is included in this Highball!  

A catered lunch was provided for us at the 
Crowsnest Museum in Coleman. Some draw prizes 
were won by lucky participants, then model and 
photo contest winners were announced. The 6th 
Division’s Silver Spike Award was presented to 
your editor, Rob Badmington. 

Finally, many people took advantage of the 
opportunity to visit several layouts in Lethbridge 
on the way home. Five home layouts and two club 
layouts were open for visits.  

Throughout the weekend there were many 
opportunities to shoot some interesting photos of 
CP in the pass. 

 

 

The whole group after emerging safely from the Bellevue Underground Mine. (photo by Greg Cave) 

 

A westbound CP merchandise train 

climbs the steepest grade on the line 

as it passes over the Frank Slide.  

(photo by Rob Badmington) 
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Sunday lunch at the Coleman Museum   (photo by Doug Burton)  

 
John Wrinch presents the  6th Division 2018 Silver Spike Award to Rob Badmington  (photo by Greg Cave) 

 

Some fine models were on display at the 

meet. 
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Friday evening Meet & Greet in Blairmore. New and old friends, pizza, but no trains. (photo by Rob Badmington) 

Chart developed by Jim Little, MMR 

Wheel 

Arrangement
Generic Name(s) CPR Classes Engine Numbers (Series III)

Years in 

Service

Model 

Produced
4-4-0 American A1e-B9b 17-199,   7001-7157 (gaps) 1874-1963*

4-4-2 Atlantic F1a,F1b (Disp 6-17) 2150-2152 1899-1917

4-4-4 Jubilee, Reading F1a,F1b 2910-2929,  3000-3004 1937-1963* Yes

4-6-0 Ten-Wheeler C1b-C1h, D1a-D10h 203-1111,   7220-7342(gaps),  1996-2120 1891-1963* Yes

4-6-2 Pacific G1a-G4b 1200-1301,  2200-2717 1889-1966* Yes

4-6-4 Hudson H1a-H1e 2800-2864 1929-1966* Yes

4-8-2 Mountain, Mohawk I1a 2900-2901 1914-1945 Yes

4-8-4 Northern, Niagara K1a 3100-3101 1928-1966* Yes

2-6-0 Mogul J1b-J4a 3000-3092   (3000-3004 Disp by 1-26) 1912-1952

2-8-0 Consolidation L1a-L5a, M1a-M4H, N2a-N4d 3100-3960  (3100 Disp by 1922) 1886-1961* Yes

2-8-2 Mikado,  K-36 P1a-P1n, P2a-P2k 5000-5473 1912-1964* Yes

2-10-0 Decapod,  Russian R2a-R3d 5750-5790 (5750-5755 ex0-6-6-0 R1class) 1911-1965 Yes

2-10-2 Sanata Fe S2a 5800-5814 1919-1959 Yes

2-10-4 Selkirk,  Texas T1a-T1c, T4a 5900-5935, 8000 1929-1963* Yes

4-6-4T Baltic T1a-T2a 5990-5993  (Disp of by 1935,T1a  5990 in 1924) 1893-1935

0-6-4T Forney T3a 5996, 5997 1912-1951

0-4-0 Four-Wheel Switcher U9a 6799 1885-1915

0-6-0 Six-Wheel Switcher U1a-U3e 6007-6304 1882-1963* Yes

0-8-0 Eight-Wheel Switcher V1a-V5a 6600-6609, 6800-6968  (except 6950-6959) 1898-1964 Yes

0-10-0 Ten-Wheel Switcher W1a 6950-6952 1914-1957

ODDBALLS

0-6-6-0 Articulated, Erie R1a-R1c 5750-5755 (Converted to 2-10-0 R2's) 1909-1917

0-4-4-4-0 Shay (Geared) S1a, S1c 5901, 5903 1900-1914

Whyte Classification of Steam Locomotives
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The NMRA National Convention – Kansas City 

I had the pleasure of spending a whole week, totally immersed in trains, both model and 

prototype. Between clinics, operating sessions, layout and prototype tours, the National Train 

Show, and railfanning, there was barely time to eat and sleep. 

By my count, there were seven members of the 6th Division at the convention, and everyone 

seemed to follow their own interests. The four guys from Edmonton lined up several operating 

sessions, including one on a 7-1/2 gauge outdoor layout with a timetable and switching 

assignments. Cal from Saskatoon was busy with OpSig and LDSig duties. Rick Walker and I attended several clinics, 

did a tour of BNSF’s huge Argentine Yard and KC Logistics Park and a guided layout tour of three fantastic  home 

layouts (one was in a 4000 square foot basement), and spent a fair bit of time shooting pictures of trains passing 

Union Station.  

The beautifully restored station was right across from the convention hotel and even from our room we could see 

the constant parade of trains.  Mike Haverty, the former president of the Santa Fe and CEO of Kansas City Southern, 

was instrumental in getting an old truss bridge repurposed as a pedestrian overpass behind the station. The bridge 

now serves as the perfect railfan perch and we spent many hours there. At one point I shot pictures of 14 different 

trains in 98 minutes, an average of a train every 7 minutes. We also spent time at Santa Fe Junction and “The 

Gooseneck”, two other well-known train hotspots. 

At the National Train Show, I was able to buy a few items on my must-have list, as well as to check out some well-

done modular layouts. And yes, there were a couple of opportunities to relax with a beer and get reacquainted with 

old friends from across the continent. I highly recommend going to a National if you have the chance. Next year it is 

in Salt Lake City. 

  

The view from our room. Amtrak #4, the 

Southwest Chief departs for Chicago. 

 

 

 

A westbound BNSF train approaches the Mike 

Haverty Bridge behind Kansas City Union 

Station. 
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Santa Fe Junction in Kansas City is a very busy place 

and popular with railfans. A westbound BNSF 

double-stack train uses the new flyover towards 

Argentine Yard, while railfans await the next train on 

the lower and middle levels.  

 

 

A UP coal train is about to cross the Kansas River on a double deck, double track bridge. (four photos by Rob 

Badmington) 

 

Fred Headon of Winnipeg 

gives some sense of the size 

of Rick McClellan’s massive 

HO scale Frisco layout. This is 

only one of five parallel aisles. 

(photo by Rick Walker) 
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6
th

 Division PNR Annual General Meeting 
(draft minutes) 

Blairmore, Alberta – June 24, 2018 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Superintendent Ed Molenkamp at 9:05 p.m. 

 

2. Ed Molenkamp introduced the executive members present at the meeting, including Convention Co-

ordinator, Doug Burton. 

 

3. Doug Johnson distributed the draft minutes from the 2017 Annual Meeting in Red Deer, Alberta.  

Moved by Doug Wilson, seconded by Rick Astle, that the minutes be adopted as distributed.  CARRIED 

 

4. Reports 

 

1. Superintendent’s Report – Ed Molenkamp 

Ed reported that he and Assistant Superintendent Peter Ulvestad had attended several events during 

the year throughout the division, including shows at Moose Jaw, Regina, Saskatoon, Calgary and 

Edmonton.  The division membership is now at 227, which is an all time high.  He reported that the 

Yellowhead Edmonton group has become a 100% NMRA membership club, and discussions were 

underway with Prairie Rail in Saskatoon about being a 100% club.  Ed reported that one of the 

factors in becoming a 100% club is the ability to obtain liability insurance through the NMRA.  

After discussions at the national level, the amount for organizations in Canada has now been 

increased to $2,000,000.   

 

Ed reported that PNR Regional convention will be held in Cranbrook, British Columbia, in 2019.  

The 6
th
 Division will be hosting the meeting, with the assistance from the 7

th
 Division.  Ed will be 

the Convention Chair.  He reported that there is a possibility that there could be a public show held 

in conjunction with the convention. 

 

2. Achievement Program – Doug Wingfield 

Doug was not able to be present at the meeting, but his report indicated that 11 Golden Spike 

certificates had been awarded to 6
th
 Division members and Doug Johnson and Jeff Betcher had 

received merit awards for structures.  This was Doug’s last report, since he has resigned after many 

years as the Co-ordinator of the Achievement Program.  Ed Molenkamp reported that Doug had 

recently received the President’s Award from PNR and congratulated him on this achievement.  Ed 

reported that the 6
th
 Division is looking for a new AP Co-ordinator.  Doug has agreed to handle the 

position on an interim basis for the time being. 

 

3. Financial Report – Rick Walker 

Rick presented a Balance Sheet as at June 19, 2018, which indicated that the Division has a bank 

balance of $8,652.97.  The Statement of Income and Expenses for the year ended August 31, 2017, 

was presented.  It showed income of $388.36 and expenses of $714.05, to leave an excess of 

expenses over revenue for the year in the amount of $325.69.  This was somewhat less than the 

budgeted loss of $650.  Discussion took place on the budget for the year ended August 31, 2019.  

Changes to the amounts of the PNR Membership Rebate and the expenses for the production of 

Highball! were reviewed and it was agreed that the budgeted loss for the year would be $500.  It was 

moved by Rick Astle and seconded by Greg Cave that the financial report be approved.  CARRIED 

 

In order to facilitate the timely budgeting and reporting of financial information, it was moved by 

Rupert James that the financial year end of the Division be changed to December 31.  This motion 

was seconded by Rick Astle.  CARRIED 

 

Rick Walker indicated that he would prepare budgets for the period September 1, 2018 to December 

31, 2018, and the year from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019. 
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4. Convention Co-ordinator – Doug Burton  

Doug reported that Camrose is interested in hosting the 2020 6
th
 Division convention.  He moved 

that the bid by Camrose be accepted.  This was seconded by Norm Prestage.  CARRIED 

 

5. Highball! – Rob Badmington 

 As Editor of Highball!, Rob thanked all of the individuals who have made contributions to the 

newsletter for the last year.  He encouraged more submissions to be sent to him.  He indicated that 

the cost of distributing the newsletter had decreased since most of the members receive their copy by 

email.  He indicated that only approximately 20 copies are being mailed out to members. 

 

5. Old Business 

 Dale Sproule commented on the perceived lack of communication regarding details on the convention.  

He suggested that in the future, notices regarding the convention could be put on Facebook.  He moved 

that this take place.  Rick Astle seconded.  CARRIED 

 

 Dale also proposed a motion to send surveys to the 6
th
 Division members regarding the convention, both 

to individuals who had attended and those who had not.  This was seconded by Al Matchett.  Dale and 

Al agreed to handle these surveys.  CARRIED 

 

6. Adjournment 

 Moved by Rick Astle, seconded by Rob Badmington.  CARRIED 

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:14 p.m. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  

 
There are a couple of items of note.  There has not been a membership rebate for a couple of years 

although this is in the process of being resolved.  Also, there has been a reduction in Highball expenses due 

to more members taking the publication by email thereby saving postage.  Overall the division remains in 

good shape for the coming year.  

Here is the financial report for the fiscal year September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018.  The bank balance 

currently stands at $8,656.57. 

Rick Walker, Treasurer 

 

Sep '17 - Aug 18 Budget $ Over Budget

Income

6th Division PNR AGM-Meet Rev 430.88 400.00 30.88

Interest 9.03 1.00 8.03

PNR Membership Rebate 0.00 700.00 -700.00

Total Income 439.91 1,101.00 -661.09

Expense

6th Division PNR AGM-Meet Exp 0.00 500.00 -500.00

Bank Charges 7.00 20.00 -13.00

General Expenses

6th Division Expenses 0.00 50.00 -50.00

Total General Expenses 0.00 50.00 -50.00

Highball! 302.59 600.00 -297.41

Special Events 0.00 500.00 -500.00

Total Expense 309.59 1,670.00 -1,360.41

Net Income 130.32 -569.00 699.32
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Upcoming Events in the 6th Division 

See all the PNR events and our most recent additions at www.pnr.nmra.org 

Sep 15-16, (Sat-Sun), Sherwood Park, AB  
 2018 Great Edmonton Model Train Show, 10 AM - 5 PM, Millennium Place, 2000 Premier Way in Sherwood 

Park. Admission $10, $5 for youth 16 and under - children 4 and under FREE Layouts, displays, clinics, dealers 

and LEGO! Info:- www.mmrf.ab.ca. email: trainshow@mmrf.ab.ca  

Sep 22-23, (Sat-Sun), Calgary, AB  
 Railway Days at Heritage Park.10:00am-5:00pm. Double-heading of Heritage Park's two steam locomotives. 

Info:- www.heritagepark.ca/plan-your-visit/event-calendar/railway-days.html  

Oct 13 (Sat), Calgary, AB 
39th Annual Boomer Auction, Sponsored by South Bank Short Lines, (www.sbsltrains.ca)  St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, 703 Heritage Dr. SW. Setup and viewing 08:30am, dining car opens 09:30 am, auction starts at 10:00am.   
Info: - John Wrinch, (403) 281-5745, jawrinch@shaw.ca  

Oct 14 (Sun), Calgary, AB 
CMRS Fall Mini Meet and Annual General Meeting, Glenmore Inn. www.calgarymodelrailway.ca/mini-meets.html  

Oct 20 (Sat), Edmonton, AB  
 MMRF Fall Swap Meet: Central Lion's Senior Citizens Recreation Centre 11113 113 St. 9AM-Noon, Admission $3, 
vendor tables $25 Info:- Ric Francoeur, swapmeet@mmrf.ab.ca, www.mmrf.ab.ca  

Oct 28 (Sun), Airdrie, AB 
Iron Horse Park Halloween Fund Raiser for the Airdrie Food Bank. 11:00AM to 4:00PM.  820 Railway Gate SW 

2019 

Mar 23-24, (Sat-Sun) Moose Jaw, SK  
Model Train Show. Sponsored by the Thunder Creek Model Railroad Club. Western Development Museum, 50 

Diefenbaker Drive. The museum is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $10.00 for adults which then 

provides full access to the show and all museum exhibits. There is no charge for show participants or vendors 

who may rent tables for a small fee. Info:- www.tcmrc.org 

Apr 13-14, (Sat-Sun), Calgary, AB 
SUPERTRAIN 2019, Canada’s Largest Model Train Show. 9 AM to 5 PM both days. Genesis Centre, 7555 

Falconridge Blvd. NE, Calgary. FREE PARKING at McKnight-Westwinds C-Train Station with free shuttle. Adult - 

$15, under 16 - free. Over 70,000 sq. ft. of operating layouts, exhibits and displays, railroad artists, hobby 

shops, model manufacturers, demonstrations, clinics, museums and railroad historical associations, Lego and 

Thomas Play Area, garden railways, ride-on trains, and much more. Info:- www.supertrain.ca or email 

to info@supertrain.ca 

May 4-5, (Sat-Sun) Regina, SK 

Regina Railfest 2019, Over 20,000 sq. ft. of model railroad layouts, displays, exhibits, and vendors. Caledonia Curling 
Club, 2225 Sandra Schmirler Way, 

May 25-26 (Sat-Sun), Carstairs, AB  
Model Railroad and Hobby Extravaganza, Carstairs Curling Club, 350 11 Ave. Saturday 10:00am to 5:00pm and 
Sunday 10:00am to 4:00pm.  $5.00 per person with 5 and under free. 

http://pnr.nmra.org/
http://www.mmrf.ab.ca/
mailto:trainshow@mmrf.ab.ca
http://www.heritagepark.ca/plan-your-visit/event-calendar/railway-days.html
http://www.sbsltrains.ca/
mailto:jawrinch@shaw.ca
http://www.calgarymodelrailway.ca/mini-meets.html
http://www.mmrf.ab.ca/
http://www.tcmrc.org/
http://www.supertrain.ca/
mailto:info@supertrain.ca
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More Upcoming Events in the 6th Division 

May 29-June 2 (Wed-Sun), Cranbrook, BC  
The Kootenay Express 2019 Pacific Northwest Region Convention at the Prestige Inn. Clinics, model contest, AP 
evaluations, prototype and layout tours and much more. For updates see: www.kootenayexpress2019.ca 

 

  

One of the modular layouts at the National Train 
Show.  

Who knew the World’s Most Interesting 
Man was a model railroader?

An interesting scene on Bill Smienk’s highly detailed CPR layout in Lethbridge. 

 

http://www.kootenayexpress2019.ca/

