February 2017

Inspired by the upcoming Olds Model Train Hobby & Craft Show sponsored by the Mountain View Model

Railroad Club, this photo was taken on September 17, 2016 on CP’s Shantz Sub west of Didsbury. A unit
train of 11,200 tonnes of sulphur pellets makes its way across the roller coaster landscape at 30 mph from
the Shell Shantz Gas Plant.
(photo by Rob Badmington)
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Superintendent’s Report - Ed Molenkamp, Superintendent 6th Division
Hello Everyone

updates will be posted weekly. Also, look for
emails in the coming weeks. A registration form
will be attached to the Highball.

It appears that we are almost finished with winter
because the Spring Shows are just around the
corner. Peter Ulvestad and I are looking forward
to attending as many Shows/Meets as our work
and lives will allow. Keep up to date by checking
the Calendar of Events online as well as in the
Highball.

The accounting books for the Muskeg Mixed 2016
are nearly complete and the committee is pleased
to pass on all profits to the Division. Close to $400
will be sent to the treasurer.

Speaking of Meets, the 6th Division Meet will be
held in Red Deer this coming May long weekend.
The website:
www.calgaryedmontonexpress2017.ca

If you have not heard yet, we have another MMR
in our Division. Dale Sproule attained this award
in December. Congratulations again Dale! Perhaps
we can ask him to write an article about his
journey to receiving this award.

is up and running. It looks like it will be a great
time. The site is preliminary at this point but

I hope to see/meet many of you in the next
couple of months! Take care!

From the Editor – Rob Badmington
I enjoy being the Editor of Highball! because it
gives me a chance to communicate with fellow
model railroaders, many of whom are personal
friends. However, it is mostly a one-way
communication because I only receive articles,
photos, and area reports from about 8 to 10
people every issue. According to the PNR, the 6th
Division has over 200 members in Alberta and
Saskatchewan. What are the rest of you doing?
What are your thoughts about how things are
going? Do you like what you see in Highball! Do
you even read it? What can we do to improve it
for you?

activities and events we can attend locally, and
frankly, none of them are in any way organized
by the NMRA. Many are put on by the CMRS, but
others are run by clubs and individuals. Edmonton
has a few annual events, again run by other
groups, and most other cities and towns in the
Division have maybe one or two.
When we have only 30 members attending our
Annual Division Meet (Spring or Fall), clearly we
are not reaching the majority of our members. So
what can the 6th Division do to get more of you
involved locally? Our budget every year has an
item for $500 for Special Events, intended to help
fund an activity in your area. I can’t remember if
it has ever been requested, certainly not in recent
years.

I would love to receive a bunch of emails in my
inbox (highball@pnr.nmra.org) with your ideas.
I live in Calgary, which is probably one of the
most active model railroad cities in Canada.
Throughout the year we have over a dozen

The event doesn’t have to cost that much and it
doesn’t have to be extravagant. It could a clinic
night in a local community hall, a railfan slide
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night, or a tour of some layouts in your area. I’ll
bet if you asked, you could get someone from out
of town to come in and give a talk on something

Achievement Program Report

interesting. If it is organized as an NMRA event,
then you have liability insurance coverage.
All it takes is one or two people to say, I can do
that. Why not give it a try?

– Doug Wingfield, MMR #484, 6th Division, PNR

AP Chair
Congratulations to Dale Sproule of Calgary on his
Master Model Railroader #583 award!! I know he
will put it to good use encouraging others to
participate in the NMRA Achievement Program.
We are now in the middle of winter so most of
our projects should be well underway. Personally,
I have just finished a Northeastern Scale Models
Pennsylvania outside braced wood reefer from the
1912 era. One of the more interesting cars you
will ever see. See photo.
Each car side has 25 separate applications of
decals to get around the vertical and horizontal
ribs. I am not sure when this kit was produced
but I am pleased with the result.
We are still doing our remote assessment for the
AP program. So if you have a layout, structure or
project you want assessed, then let me know and
I will make the arrangements to get it done.

Area Reports
Banff
Trains Trains Trains, at Siding 29

Cave and Basin National Historic Site
May 20 to October, 2017

Pull into the Cave and Basin in Banff (Siding 29) for a season of celebrating trains. Journey back to the
1880s to a rough-and-tumble railway labour camp. Discover how the hot springs put Banff on the map for
train passengers from across the country and around the world. Ride the rails on a hand car, test your
strength and skill at spike driving, sing along with hobos around a campfire, view historic photo exhibitions,
and so much more.
We are planning a full summer of events and programs, some of which we hope will be of interest to railway
enthusiasts like you.
On May 27 and 28, we are planning a weekend of Model Trains at the Cave where we will showcase a
half dozen or so model railway exhibitors, with a special focus on the steam era. On the Saturday, we hope
to also have the ¼ scale CP train, the Puffer Belly Express join us at the site. On July 7 and 8 we will be
joined by special guests from Iron Horse Park (Airdrie) with their 1/8th scale steam locomotive on 100
feet of portable track.
Hope to see you in Banff!
For more information, please contact Heather Walter, Parks Canada: heather.walter@pc.gc.ca
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Edmonton

– Peter Ulvestad

The 2017 MMRF Spring Swap Meet is scheduled
to take place Saturday April 1 from 9am-noon. For
more
information
contact
Ric
at
swapmeet@mmrf.ab.ca Vendor tables go fast so
don't delay in booking yours.

January at the EMRA is maintenance month. We
use this time for doing “deferred” maintenance.
The list this year was pretty slim due to the
amount of work done during last year’s
maintenance month as well as continued work
throughout the year. Other stuff that is happening
include an update to the current Vernon engine
facility and the continued work of painting and
decaling our passenger car fleet. Our resident
electronic technician is updating some of our
electronics to improve light intensity of some of
the signals as well as upgrading our turnout
control system.

I've heard that two of Edmonton's modular
groups (The Yellowhead Rail Club and LaBaJa)
are planning on taking their layouts to the
Saskatoon Train Show at the end of February.
These two groups along with the Edmonton NScalers lost their space at the Sherwood Park Mall
late last year due to major utility repairs and
updates. Hopefully they can get back in when
these are complete.

The February OOpS is full and planning is
underway for an all-day May operating session.

Calgary Model Trainmen – Dale Sproule
To facilitate our October 29th Open House, we
temporarily moved extra modules and boxes from
our layout room to a utility trailer owned by
member Ron Sauer. Since we can’t tie up Ron’s
trailer we went ahead and purchased our own
2016 model utility trailer.
Over the Christmas break Garth Praestagaard and
Charles Gilbarth have been busy expanding the
upcoming new CMT layout space another 300
square feet. Garth has always intended to run his
G-scale layout at a 7 foot elevation around the
inside perimeter of our layout space but our
landlord, the Rehabilitation Society of Calgary
asked Garth to expand the scope of his operation
around the walls of the Society area and back into
CMT for an additional 240 feet run.

A view of the recently constructed walls expanding CMT’s
layout space.
(Photo by Dale Sproule)

CMT members will be busy with activities starting
with February 11-12 for The Calgary Model
Railway Society (CMRS) Layout Tours. On the
weekend of March 3-5, there are three events. It
starts with the Friday-Saturday Railroad Prototype
Modelers Meet. Then on Sunday the Annual CMT
Fleamarket runs from 8:30 to 10:30, followed by
the CMRS Spring Mini-meet at the Glenmore Inn.
Everyone is welcome at all these events. In April,
SUPERTRAIN 2017, Canada’s Largest Model Train
Show pulls into town, again hosted by CMRS. Club
members are being encouraged to get their
model/photo entries ready for the announced 6th
Division Spring Meet to be hosted by a group in
Red Deer during the long weekend in May.
Hopefully this issue of Highball! will provide the
much anticipated details. Red Deer has been the
site of 2 previous 6th Division meets: 1965 with
the formation of the 6th Division and again in
1967.

Our annual post-Christmas brunch is upcoming in
mid-January at the Strathmore Station Restaurant
which houses a great collection of CPR photos
from the local area and they provide a great
brunch too. At the club, we have our annual
Model participation “show and tell” session after
our March Business Meeting. This idea is meant to
promote actual model building. This year,
members are encouraged to add a load onto a
flatcar. While the flatcar may be commercial, the
load should be hand-made. After a brief
discussion of each model, participants will receive
a $10 gift card to Trains and Such - just for
participating. CMT has had a website running for
some time but member Shaun Reilly has renewed
its look. Check it out at:
(www.calgarymodeltrainmen.ca).
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Calgary – Rob Badmington
between builders and modelers who would like to
learn from the models being shown. In other
words, it is an exchange of ideas. Admission for
the Saturday meet is $10.00, under 12 Free. FREE
DRAW PRIZE TICKETS (LIMIT OF 10) FOR
BRINGING YOUR MODELS FOR DISPLAY

Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet
We in Calgary are very fortunate to have so many
model railroading activities to attend. Many are
hosted by the CMRS, but others are organized by
other groups or individuals. Such is the case with
the Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet. A group of
modelers who are interested in creating models
as accurately as possible is hosting a meet on the
same weekend as the CMRS Spring Mini-meet. All
modelers are invited to attend.

In addition, four clinics will be presented on
Saturday, to learn more about prototype
equipment and operations. These are:
09:30 - "Layout Design" by Cal Sexsmith. After
Cal’s clinic, we will set up 1/2 hour sessions for
those wanting Cal’s assistance with personal
layout plans.

The meet begins on Friday evening from 19:00 21:00 with a hands-on clinic on decoder
installation. Each participant will bring a decoder
ready engine, a decoder ( or sound decoder with
speaker ) and tools i.e. screwdriver, cutters etc.
The participants will install the decoder, after a
roughly 1/2 hour clinic on decoder installation.
Soldering stations will be provided for that aspect.
There will be a computer with both DecoderPro
and LokSound programming capabilities. There is
a limit of 12 participants for this presentation.
Pre-registration is required and cost for this
session is $15.00.

10:45 - “Mail Extra 19 South” by Mike Westren. A
brief history of CPR Mail Express Car No.3622, its
career in preservation and its return to active
service on the Champion Park Railway.
13:00 - "Canadian Northern Introduction of
Passenger Service Edmonton to Vancouver" by
Colin Hatcher.
14:30 - “Heritage Park’s Colonist Car Restoration
Project” by Doug Phillips.

On Saturday, the general session takes place,
beginning at 09:00. In their own words, the goal
is to “provide a venue to exhibit how models are
built to accurately reflect their real world
counterparts past or present. Emphasis is placed
on sharing information, modeling techniques and
most importantly, displaying one’s own models.”
This is basically a “Show and Tell” meet where
modelers can bring engines, rolling stock,
structures, etc. to show and share techniques and
to get inspired to finish their projects. There is no
model judging. These items need not be in the
finished state. This is a chance for interaction

There will be a Lunch Break from 12:00 - 13:00.
Coffee, soft drinks and chips will available on site.
Pizza will be brought in at $5.00 per person for
those who wish to sign up.
All this takes place on Friday and Saturday, March
3 & 4, 2017 at ST. ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, 703 HERITAGE DRIVE SW, CALGARY.
For further information, updates, and Friday Clinic
pre-registration, please contact:
Dave Audley, 403-275-1869

(daudley@telusplanet.net)

Airdrie / Iron Horse Park - Greg Orme
Our normal operating days are Sundays between
the Victoria Day/May Long weekend and
Thanksgiving weekend. The park is now closed.
But we do plan to host our usual "Frostbite Run"
on Family Day, Monday February 20, 2017,

weather permitting of course. Always consult our
Facebook page for the latest information.:

www.facebook.com/IRONHORSEPARK/
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Regina - Doug Johnson
Members of the Echo Valley Railroad Guild
continue to make progress on building HO scale
Free-Mo modules. The word on the street is that
they hope to have about 60 linear feet up and
running for the Moose Jaw Thunder Creek show
on March 25 and 26. Information on that show
can be found on the club’s website at
www.tcmrc.org.

mainline on all club-owned modules. The RRMA
has so far built a total of 24 modules including
four L-shaped corners (four feet by four feet
overall) and 20 rectangular modules in three
sizes.
The first display of the group's modular layout
took place at the Thunder Creek Model Railroad
show held in Moose Jaw in March 2015. A 32 foot
by eight foot layout was displayed at this popular
show. The modules are all wired for DCC
operation using Digitrax. Rail is Code 100 track
with Peco switches.
The group meets weekly during most of the year
and is on the lookout for a more permanent
home. (The RRMA currently meets at members'
homes, making good use of at least one garage
during the summer and one basement over the
winter.) Approximately ten members are active in
the RRMA at present.
The group has also been working with Redline
Hobby in Regina on building a shelf layout in the
store that runs over 25 linear feet.

Planning continues for the Echo Valley’s inaugural
Regina Railfest show on May 6 and 7. Further
information is available from Tyler Smith at
smithtyler@sasktel.net. See also the registration
form for the show for anyone wishing to bring a
display.

Visitors and new members are always welcome.
For more information, contact the RRMA by e-mail
at info@reginarailwaymodellers.org.

The Regina Railway Modellers Association (RRMA)
is a relatively new group, formed in October 2013.
The objectives of the group are two-fold – one to
encourage anyone to participate in the model
railroading hobby in any scale; and two, to
construct and operate a modular HO scale layout
based on contemporary southern Saskatchewan
rail operations.
The RRMA designed a module system based on
NMRA standards. It includes double-track

Olds - Didsbury – Rick Astle
The Mountain View Model Railroad Club is busy
sprucing up its N-scale demonstration layout for
the Olds show February 4th and 5th and I am
scurrying about getting the final touches on the
show. My own modelling is taking a bit of a back
seat to the show right now. I think the show will
have a little something for everyone this year. I
hope to be able to report on the show next time.
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Lethbridge – Bill Smienk
The addition to the club building is virtually
complete and we celebrated the opening of the
new facility by hosting a Christmas dinner there
on January 13th. We had about 26 members in

attendance and it was a great time for fellowship.
We’re looking forward to showing off the addition
at our open house that we are hosting on the 3rd
weekend in March.

Railway Modellers’ Meet of BC - Burnaby BC
What’s that, “May, you say?”
Yes, as we
mentioned last year, the Modellers’ Meet is
moving to May to better complement the
Vancouver Train Expo in November.

strations. We have set up a strong lineup of
clinicians from across Canada and the US. We’re
looking forward to a lively and engaging
modelling track at this year’s meet.

Following the November meet we issued a survey
of all participants. We take this very seriously
and listen closely to what our attendees tell us.
The feedback was uniformly positive giving us
comfort that we are doing most things pretty well.
We also had some excellent suggestions for
improvement, and as a result, we have an even
more exciting and valuable program coming
together for you!

The Ops sessions have proven extremely popular
over the years, and as in November, we will be
running two sessions. One of the layouts will be
hosting a session specifically for teaching
Timetable and Train Order operations. We have
several new layouts coming online this year,
giving more capacity than in previous years. Even
so, we expect these sessions to fill up early another reason not to delay.

First off, we have found an improved venue at
Simon Fraser University. The timing of our meet
puts us between school terms, making the
classrooms and dorms available. Not only does
this choice result in a nearly endless supply of
rooms designed for giving clinics, but also,
remarkably inexpensive accommodations.

For those who prefer to focus on their modelling,
we are arranging a Make and Take modelling
event opposite one of the Ops sessions. We’re
hoping to see these finished models alongside the
rest of your models in the display room in May
2017.

Dorm rooms start at $39, and there are a small
number of hotel-style rooms for $95 and $120.
Don’t delay; SFU will hold these prices only until
March 1st. Book your room through our website.
At this price, even local attendees may consider
staying onsite to take advantage of more
networking with fellow modellers.
The committee cast a wide net and developed an
expanded program of what we believe will be
very high quality clinics that directly address what
attendees said they were interested in learning
about. In addition to informative clinics on a
range of prototype and modelling subjects,
including a special CPR SIG set of clinics, there
will be clinics on techniques like scenery making,
weathering, and backdrops with live demon-

To give us more evening time for our modeling
events, we are planning a networking luncheon
and no-host dinners prior to evening events.
Because the evenings are bright in May, one of
those evenings will be a tour of the layouts in
Vancouver.
Details of all of this will be available on our
website by the time you read this. The meet is
Friday to Sunday, May 5-7, and the registration
form and accommodations are on our website,
http://railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca/.
We hope you will join us in Burnaby for three
days of camaraderie, education and great model
railroading!
Sincerely, the RMMBC Committee

Regina Railfest 2017
Registration Form
Regina, Saskatchewan

May 6 & 7, 2017

Tartan Curling Club 1464 Broadway Ave

Club/Group name: ______________________________________________
Contact person: ________________________________________________
Telephone Number: _____________________________________________
Mailing address: ________________________________________________
City: _______________________________ Province: __________________
Postal Code: ___________________________________________________
Email address: __________________________________________________
Number of layout tables needed: __________________________________
Number of vendor tables needed ($25 per table): _____________________
Number of chairs needed: ________________________________________
Size of layout (including barriers): __________________________________
Layout Scale: ___________________________________________________
Layout Power Source: ____________________________________________
Electrical outlets needed (yes or no): _______________________________
Number of exhibitor passes needed: _______________________________

Cheques to be made out to: Echo Valley Railroad Guild
Please mail or EMAIL your completed registration form, with cheque if applicable, to:
Mr. Tyler Smith 5192 Aviator Cres.

Regina, SK
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(306)351-2040
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Upcoming Events in the 6th and 7th Divisions (and the Regional Convention)
See all the PNR events and our most recent additions at pnr.nmra.org
February 4-5, (Sat-Sun) Olds, AB
2017 Olds Model Train Hobby & Craft Show Train Show at Olds College FGH Gymnasium, 4500-50th Street, Olds, AB.
(Look for signs) Saturday 10am-5pm & Sunday 10am-4pm. Admission $5.00, Kids 5 & under Free. For more
information see www.mvmrc.ca/page3.html , email Rick 1mvmrc@gmail.com, or phone (403) 556-8121 home or
(403) 507-3314 cell.

February 25-26, (Sat-Sun) Saskatoon, SK
All Aboard 2017 Train Show at Saskatoon Western Development Museum. http://prairierailworkshop.com/trainshow/

March 3-4, (Fri-Sat) Calgary, AB
Railroad Prototype Modellers Meet, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 703 Heritage Drive SW. Friday 7pm – 9 pm –
Hands-on Decoder Installation Clinic, pre-registration required, $15. Saturday 9am – 4pm – Show and Tell to share
modelling ideas, four clinics, draw prize tickets for displaying your models. For further information, updates, and
Friday Clinic pre-registration, please contact: Dave Audley, 403-275-1869 (daudley@telusplanet.net)

March 5, (Sun) Calgary, AB
CMRS Spring Mini-meet and CMT Annual Flea Market, Glenmore Inn, 2720 Glenmore Trail SE (corner of Glenmore
Trail & Ogden Road, SE). The Flea Market runs from 8:30 to 10:30. Time to start putting aside those items you no
longer need so that you can buy more stuff that you do need! Tables are $20 each, half tables can be booked for
$10. To book a table contact Brookes Harrow at bharrow@nucleus.com or 403-201-4937. The Mini-meet follows at
11:00 with several clinics lined up, along with Show and Tell. http://www.calgarymodelrailway.ca/mini-meets.html

March 18-19, (Sat-Sun) Lethbridge, AB
Southern Alberta Model Railway Club Open House at the expanded club building in Gyro Park, 15th Street and 10th
Avenue A South. 10:00 am to 4:00 pm both days. Information at http://www3.telus.net/samrc/ or contact Bill
Smienk at (403) 328-4244 or bsmienk@telus.net.

March 25-26, (Sat-Sun) Moose Jaw, SK
Model Train Show. Sponsored by the Thunder Creek Model Railroad Club. Western Development Museum, 50
Diefenbaker Drive. The museum is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $10.00 for adults which then provides full
access to the show and all museum exhibits. There is no charge for show participants or vendors who may rent
tables for a small fee. Info:- www.tcmrc.org

April 1 (Sat), Edmonton, AB
MMRF Spring Swap Meet: Central Lion's Senior Citizens Recreation Centre 11113 113 St. 9 a.m.–Noon.
Admission $3. Info: Ric Francoeur, Ph. 780-458-1032 swapmeet@mmrf.ab.ca
Apr 1-2 (Sat-Sun), Prince Albert, SK
Prince Albert Model Train & Hobby Show at the Prince Albert Golf & Curling Club. info:
http://riverxingnorth.webs.com/

April 22 – 23 (Sat-Sun), Calgary, AB
SUPERTRAIN 2017 - Canada's Biggest and Best Annual Model Train Show; 9 AM to 5 PM both days. Genesis Centre,
7555 Falconridge Blvd. NE, Calgary. FREE PARKING at Genesis Centre and McKnight-Westwinds C-Train Station with
free shuttle. Adult - $15, under 16 - free. Over 70,000 sq. ft. of operating layouts, exhibits and displays, railroad
artists, hobby shops, model manufacturers, demonstrations, clinics, museums and railroad historical associations,
Lego and Thomas Play Area, garden railways, ride-on trains, and much more. Info: www.supertrain.ca or email to
info@supertrain.ca

May 5-7 (Fri-Sun), Burnaby, BC
The Railway Modellers Meet of British Columbia (RMMBC) is taking place at Simon Fraser University. The emphasis is
primarily on modelling, as the name implies, with many interesting clinics, layout tours, and operating sessions. Full
information and registration is at: http://railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca/

May 6-7 (Sat-Sun), Regina, SK
Regina Railfest, the largest model railroad show ever held in Regina. At the Tartan Curling Club, it will have 20,000
square feet of layouts, displays, exhibits and vendors. Further information can be obtained from Tyler Smith at
smithtyler@sasktel.net. Or at 306-351-2040.

May 19-21 (Fri-Sun), Red Deer, AB
C&E Express, the 6th Division’s Spring Meet at the Black Knight Inn. Details as they are confirmed will be posted on
our website: www.calgaryedmontonexpress2017.ca

Jun 7-10, Spokane, WA
SPOKANE FALLS EXPRESS 2017 Pacific Northwest Region Convention. Hotel information is now posted; phone
reservations are now being accepted at 1-800-RED-LION; use "Spokane Falls Express" as the Group Code. The
registration process for the 2017 PNR Convention is now open on the SFX 2017 website.
Info: http://www.pnr5d.org/index_spokanefallsexpress2017.htm

May 20 to October, 2017, Banff, AB
Trains Trains Trains, at Siding 29 Cave and Basin National Historic Site

No trains in the picture but that sure looks like downtown Anyplace, Saskatchewan on the modular layout of the
Regina Railway Modellers Association. .
(photo by David Onodera)
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