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From the Van

Ron Gillies
in Sacramento with their now
National prize winning layout
and a very special run by Rapido
Trains new Canadian on the LaBaJa layout.

Summer has moved along even
more quickly than usual with an
extended rail trip from Edmonton to the NMRA National in
Sacramento by rail (VIA and
Amtrak) providing a major dose
of the hobby for me.
This issue highlights a lot of the
talent that is seen in our Division
with front cover pictures that
include some of the LaBaJa crew

6th Division Highball!
Editor

Ron Gillies

In an article based on clinic presented at the Moose Jaw meet
earlier this year we feature
Doug Wingfield who has buried
a rather large and special announcement in the last paragraph of his report on page 5.
Congratulations Doug, hopefully
more of us will take up the challenge in Superintendent Mike’s
column and work towards joining you!

Cal Sexsmith starts the first of
several articles on operating using a small layout. He starts
with a revision of the Buckley
and Onarca original track plan
by Bill Baron published Model
Railroader December , 1966 and
makes some great suggestions
on how to make the layout run
better from the operating perspective.
Regular area reporters Rob Badmington and Mark Johnson have
been joined by Norm Prestage
of Camrose and Wayne Wessner
of Regina.
(Continued on page 12)
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Superintendent’s Report
Where did the summer go? If
you live in Calgary I think it was
July 26th.
It has been a quiet time since
the last Highball except a few of
us did attend x2011 in Sacramento California. Some interesting conversations came up during the week, including another
discussion around Calgary still
being a place the National Committee would like to see in the
future. They have come to realize that the destination is probably more important than the
overall costs as most conventions seem to be around the
same dollar value. So that was
an interesting meeting. Met our
new Canadian director, Don Hillman, and had a good conversation around Divisional borders
that should be addressed fairly
soon. The National was very
well attended and the train
show was very good, met a lot
of manufactures and dealers,
spent too much money and
came home trying to explain it
all!
The weekend before the convention started there was a
smaller convention of the TCA
(Train Collectors Association).
The train show on the Saturday
and Sunday is about the same
size as Supertrain in Calgary,
but this show was all the “toy”
trains as they like to call them.
Lionel, American Flyer, Marklin,
Marx etc and mostly O gauge.
Three rail, two rail, American,
European, Swiss, German….well
you get the idea. Well it was 10
bucks to get in and I have never
seen that much Lionel in one

Mike Borkristl

place. And I had no idea this
was really a hobby all unto itself away from what most of us
normally model. And if you
thought an Overland brass locomotive was pricey, it was no
comparison to some of the stuff
on display. A Lionel Train set in
the original box was listed at
over 14,000 smacks!! It was
well worth the trip through the
show and I found yet another
type of model railroading.
As to the x2011 convention, it
featured much the same format
as all the Nationals, except location and layouts are vastly different. It was a chance to catch
up with people you see once a
year, to operate on some of the
best layouts in the country, to
learn a few tricks from MMR’s
and to generally play with trains
for a week. Of course, being in
California, there is a heavy
“DISNEY” influence to a lot of
the history, but I like Disney, so
it was great. One highlight for
myself, since I am working on
my MMR, is the contest room.
The stuff you see in this room is
amazing. (And a hint, do not
mention to Bob Hamm that you
are an accredited AP judge in
your division.) Why? You get
recruited to be a judge in the
National and that was a full 10
hour experience! But we got
supper!
And if you ever want to be a
better modeller, you need to do
2 things. You need to enter your
work into a contest and you
need to be part of a judging
panel. That alone will double
your current abilities. If you

have never been to a National, I
highly recommend it is something you should do at least
once. (Dale Sproule and Bob
Hadlow got me hooked back in
2004 and I have been going
ever since)
Speaking of modelling, and contests, and bring and brag, and
best of show, and AP judging,
show and tell, and the contest
room. Do you think they are all
the same? That they are all
linked? And have you ever
thought …. “why enter your
work into a contest to be judged
and have your work torn into
ribbons?” If you think that, you
would not be alone, that is for
sure. But I can tell you that you
would not be entirely accurate
or properly informed.
The NMRA is changing, and for
the better. It has made a great
swing towards encouraging and
applauding work, to teaching
and making you better, if you
wish to be. It is more about inclusion rather than exclusion. If
you wish to be an MMR, you
need to be very good, no doubt
about it, and you get judged
(Continued on page 12)
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Achievement Program
August, 2011
Let me start off by thanking the
Free Mo group for inviting me to
judge some of their models at
the Big Valley Railroad Days
meet this past weekend August
13 and 14. They have a very
impressive collection of modules
which took up most of the floor
of an indoor hockey arena.
Dave Chomyn of Calgary had a
wonderful replica of the quintette tunnels of the CPR in the
Coquihalla Pass area of BC. We
judged his set of modules and
he earned his Master Builders
Scenery Certificate by receiving
a Merit Award for all the work
done. Great Job. Also thanks to
Greg Orme of Three Hills for assisting me in the judging.
When talking to some of the
Free Mo guys there seemed to
be a little confusion about the
Achievement Program in that
some thought you have to have
all 6 structure models complete
before you can have any of
them judged for a Merit Award.
That is not the case at all. If
you finish a structure, car or locomotive it can be judged at any
time 2 or more judges are available.
The requirement for 6 Merit
Awards for structures could take
many years. In my case it took
over 30 years to get my 6 Merit
Awards. You don’t even have to
wait for a meet or convention to
get it judged.
Just let me know and I will see

Doug Wingfield

what I can do to arrange for
judging. This is what we did for
the Free Mo group in Big Valley.
Lorne Rouleau contacted me
and we made arrangements for
the judging.
To save time before a model is
judged I would suggest you go
to the NMRA website and click
on Achievement Program and
download and print the forms
required for whatever it is you
want judged.

when you have constructed all
of the models necessary to qualify for your Masters Certificate in
that category.
One other item is that I am
pleased to announce the completion of all required categories
for my Master Model Railroader
Certificate. Jack Hamilton,
MMR, PNR Achievement Program Chair, confirmed that to
me August 16th.

One of the requirements of
There are only 2 forms you
achieving MMR status is that you
need. One is the Judging Form
will assist others in the hobby
for the category being judged
whether or not they are in the
and the other is the generic
NMRA or the Achievement ProNMRA National Contest Judging
gram. Of course, I intend to
Form which applies to Cars, Locarry on this work.
comotives, Structures, Scenery.
- Doug Wingfield
On this form you should fill in
the details of how
you built the
model. Don’t forget to attach any
Sept 10– Aug 11
photos, plans and
details that pertain
to the model. We
Income
cannot judge
PNR Membership rebate
$700.00
something we
Total income
$700.00
don’t know about.
Expenses
Be very careful to
General expenses
$ 9.12
state the model is
Bank charges
$ 89.25
‘similar to’ or
Highball!
$898.69
‘identical to’ what
you have actually
Total expenses
$997.06
done. You don’t
need to download
Net income
($297.06)
or print the SOQ
(Statement of
The latest financial report as of August 10, 2011.
Qualifications) or
Main change was Highball expenses.
Record and Valida- Rick Walker
tion forms as they
Treasurer
will be used later

Financial Report
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Area Reports
Camrose
Despite
fears to the
contrary,
A quiet summer
for the
crew in
the early and
December
collapse
of
Camrose
area. Our
club set
theaair-supported
bubble
at the
up
Free-Mo layout
12’x18’
in
Subway
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have absolutely
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for entertaineffect during
on the the
running
SUPERment
Relayoffor
Life,
TRAIN
2011
in
April.
and discussed our hobby with
quite a number of people. A few
The train show is held in the
expressed interest in knowing
permanent structure portion of
more. Some of our group have
the complex that continues in
been involved in operating sesdaily use. Preparations for the
sions both locally and in Edmonshow are ahead of schedule
ton. A few went down to Big
with the majority of layouts and
Valley for Alberta Free-Mo
commercial exhibitors already
2011. Earlier this year we were
registered.
excited to finally find a home for
our
club
Gardner
College.
There
willatbe
some new
and We
were
justexhibits
settlinginin2011,
whenalong
we
exciting
were
informed
that
the
college
with many improvements by
is
and
the space
be
ourclosing
regular
entries.
New will
comunavailable.
Evicted will
again!!!
mercial participants
include
So...
continue to look
somewe
manufacturers
fromfor
thea
long-term
home,who
meanwhile
US and vendors
haven't
conducting
our monthly
business
previously been
in the show.
meetings at the Camrose RailSouth
Bank Museum
Short Lines
way
Station
andwill
aragain
coordinate
clinics,
includranging work sessions where
ing
level Right
clinicsnow
andboth
whenentry
possible.
aimed
new modellers
and
we areat
eagerly
awaiting GETS,
young
enthusiasts,
as
well
‘our’ show, and making lastasminmore
advanced sessions
for
ute preparations
for our annual
experienced
folks.
We expect
pilgrimage and
Free-Mo
set-up.
that
some
of
the
presentations
Will we see you there?
will be made by -the
manufacNorm
Prestage
turers themselves.
SUPERTRAIN has enjoyed two
Regina
day crowds of between 10 and
12,000 visitors for many years
Plans
have
been
ongoing
and we
hope
to be
able toeven
over
summer
on Living
Skies
meetthe
those
expectations
again
Express,
the
PNR
6th
division
this year.
convention here in Regina to be
held
The goal
on June
of the
28show
- Julyis1,always
2012.
to
modelRailroad
railroading
to
Thepresent
Echo Valley
Guild
the public
aslayout
a worthwhile
will
have its
up and run-

ning for this event, and not only
will it be on the tour but you
may
be able
operate.toLook
hobby,
and to
hopefully
en- for
more
information
elsewhere
in
gage some newcomers to join
this
issue.
Club meetings
us in
the world's
greateststart
up
again
September
6, 2011.
hobby.
Our modelers here are looking
We hope
NMRAback
members
forward
to all
getting
to some
will
make
the
journey
to Calserious modeling. Several
of our
gary for the
biggest
and
best
members
attended
the
National
train show
inmodel
Sacramento
and in
weCanada.
are looking forward to -hearing
of their
Rob Badmington
adventure.
- Wayne Wessner

Edmonton
Several members from the Edmonton Area attended the
NMRA National Convention and
Train Show in Sacramento this
past July.
A group from the LaBaJa club
worked feverishly on upgrading
and adding finishing touches to
their well-known modular layout,
and hauled it to California to display it as part of the Train Show.
Their work paid off, and was
recognized with the award of
First Place in the modular layout
competition - and a stiff competition it was! Congratulations to
the whole LaBaJa team! For
pictures from the show, and
more complimentary words,
have a look at the Model Railroad Hobbyist blog at
http://model-railroadhobbyist.com/node/5490
Modellers in the Edmonton Area
are looking forward to the annual Great Edmonton Model
Train Show (GETS), September
17 and 18 at the Mayfield World
Trade Center. It promises to be

bigger and better than 2010, so
be sure to take in one or both
days of the show. Last minute
news will be posted on the
Mainline Model Railroaders' Fellowship web site at
http://www.mmrf.ab.ca
The Edmonton Model Railroad
Association (EMRA) is also gearing up for the fall/winter modelling season by hosting their annual Open House on Sunday,
October 2 at the Freight Shed in
Fort Edmonton Park. Be sure to
check out the signalling system,
with scratchbuilt signals, and
state-of-the-art electronics.
You'll also notice more equipment in the Monashee Pacific
livery, since the paint shops
have been busy! An ambitious
(and deluded?) group of EMRA
members is thinking of instituting Timetable & Train Order
(TT&TO) operations on the club
layout. Watch for last-minute
news on the club website at
http://www.EMRAonline.ca/
It's been an exciting time trackside as well, with HUGE BNSF
coal trains coming up the CPR
line from Calgary, crossing
through south Edmonton, and
pulling on to the CN mainline for
the rest of the run to Prince
Rupert's coal dock. I'm sure
motorists don't appreciate the
rare experience of foreign-road
unit trains as much as railfans
do, but it's an interesting operation to catch in person or on film
- Mark Johnson

Area reports continue on p 13
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No Cost Digital Photo Filing System and Database
Doug Wingfield
Since most of us are now shooting digital photos it is
about time we came up with a system to FILE them in
our computer. The other problem after we file them is
how do we FIND a specific photo?
The system we will talk about today applies only to my
collection of photos including the scans I have made of
my black and white negatives, colour negatives and
colour slides. This clinic should give you a starting
point for your collection as no two people have the
same needs when it comes to their photo collection.

with Photoshop without changing the original image.
The key message here is to make sure you have a
backup for everything you create. The cost is minimal but
it will save a lot of grief later on if your ‘C’ drive crashes.
All of my original colour slides were filed chronologically
because it was the most efficient system for me and
waste a lot of empty spaces in a metal slide storage box.
Each slide box has a list on a single page of the railroads,
locomotive numbers and a ‘misc’ column for slides other
than CNR or CPR locomotives.

Once the decision is made
as the how you want your
photos catalogued, the
trick will be to stick to the
system. Because when
you want to find something all of the relevant
photos will come up in
your search if your naming
protocol is consistent.
So let us begin.
All of us know that a computer is just a small filing
cabinet which will hold a
lot of stuff. The secret is
to find the stuff you put in
there.
There are a few options when it comes to where you
want to store your photo information on the computer.
The most obvious one is on your ‘C’ drive which is usually the main hard drive of your computer. The only
problem with this drive is that it is not portable. You
have to take the whole computer if you want to work
on your collection or show them to others away from
home.
Option 2 is to save them on your ‘C’ drive but also
make a copy to a CD. You can put your photos on a
CD as a backup to your ‘C’ drive which is always a
good idea or just copy the photos to your CD that you
are going to show to others.
Option 3 is to save them to a removable hard drive.
Again, this gives you the option to save all of them as
a backup, create a slide show or modify some photos

Before the days of digital and scanning, if I wanted to
find a shot of a particular locomotive, structure or car
would have to look through up to 52 pages of lists for a
single or multiple shot since I have 52 boxes of 300
slides. If you do the math, it is over 15,000 slides. It does
not count the 3,000 or so black and white negatives in
the collection. This new system of digital filing will reduce
this search time to seconds as you will see AND you don’t
have to go out and buy an expensive database program.
Figure 1 shows the folders I have created for my scanned
photos. This is because we are starting with zero information on a scanned image versus an image number and
date from a digital camera. We may get into digital camera filing if there is enough time. I have set up my
scanned shots separate from the ones taken on my digital camera. The same filing system and naming protocol
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

will apply to each.
The scanner I bought, use and like is a Canon 8800F
which will scan 8 ½ X 11, 11 X 14 paper, 2 ¼ X 3 ¼
negatives, 35mm film strips or 35mm slides. The
resolution and output size is variable and it is relatively easy to use. Cost is about $250 and I bought
mine at Future Shop.
Unless a photo is going to be used in a printed publication I scan all of my 35mm photos at 1200dpi. The
resolution here is good enough to produce an
enlargement of 8 X 12 with decent quality. All of my
photos in Railpictures.net are scanned at this resolution. For magazine or book
quality you will have to scan
at a higher resolution of
3600dpi or higher and save it
in a tif format rather that a
jpg.

If I had a coming and going shot of this unit I would put a 1
after BayviewOn on the first shot and a 2 on the second
shot.
For Structures I classify them as follows:
Classification: RR Track Classification Type Location Date
File Name: CNR Structure Station HannaAB 19750715
Same thing here on multiple shots. Add a 1 after HannaAB
then 2, 3, 4 etc.
You could add another Classification as in View such as
Front, Back, Left, Right etc.

One thing I like about scanning and saving images is that
if you have numerous shots of
the same thing you don’t have
to enter the complete file
name each time. All you have
to do is enter the image sequence number after the location assuming the subject,
location and date did not
change from image to image.
This saves a lot of time when
entering long file names.
FILE NAME PROTOCOL
The computer will sort the items in the file name alphanumerically with the first item in the file name
followed by all of the remainder of the items. In the
example below of you had 2 shots of the same locomotive in the same place on the same date as in a
coming and going shot, the photo sequence item
would be a 1 for the coming shot and a 2 for the going shot.

The actual file name would look like this for the locomotive
assuming 2 shots of the same thing.
CNR_BLE_EMD_F7A_724A_BayviewON1_19640612
CNR_BLE_EMD_F7A_724A_BayviewON2_19640612

Example: For locomotives I classify them as follows.

What this file name indicates is that there was a leased unit
running on the CNR so when you do a search for BLE units
it will show the one running on the CNR as well as the ones
you shot running on the BLE.

Classification: RR Track RR Loco Manufacturer Model
Number Location Date

Let’s do another file name for a CNR locomotive running on
the CNR

File Name: CNR BLE EMD F7A 724A BayviewON
19640612

CNR_CLC_CPA16-5_6705_DundasON_19670724
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Railway cars would show ‘Cars’ in the Classification
followed by the Type such as Freight, Box, Passenger, Coach, MofW, Plow, Caboose, etc. When doing a
search for Cabooses for all railroads you would just
type in Caboose in your search criteria and all cabooses for all railroads will
come up.

PAGE 9

‘C’ drive so select ‘C’ or the drive name where the photos
are stored. Enter the search criteria with only the items critical to your search such as GP9. Click ‘Search’ and all photos
with the GP9 in the file name will display. As you can see,
all photos with GP9 are there for all railroads and manufacturers. If you only wanted GMD GP9’s then you would enter
GMD GP9 and all of your Canadian models would appear.

I have found this system
works for me in that if I know
what I am looking for then
the computer will do the work
to find the file assuming I
have been consistent in the
naming of the file.
For those of us that would
prefer their photos filed
chronologically the date
would be the first item in the
file name. Always show the
year in 4 digits. If you start
with only 2 digits in the year,
99 will be at the end of your
file list and 01 will be at the
top of the list if you took the
shot before the year 2000.
See date examples above. So
it is always year – month –
day. When I catalogue my family photos I always do
them by date first.
Between each of the file name items put an underscore _. This will separate the items but keep them
joined when searching for a file.
This system has the flexibility to be as simple or as
complicated as you want depending on what you
want to get out of it. The only word of caution would
be that once you start and there are a couple of
thousand photos in the computer you won’t want to
go back and change them all because you found
some other item you want to track. Think about what
you might need for now and in the future.
Searching for a Photo
Now that you have catalogued your photos we will
see what comes up when we look for a specific subject.
Click on Start > Search for files and folders. We have
assumed you have put everything scanned on your

When your list of photos matching your search is displayed
you may want to save them to a different folder. Left click
the top file name, hold down the ‘Shift’ key and click the
bottom file name. This will select all items in the search results. Right click and left click ‘Copy’. This will copy all selected items to the clipboard.
Create a new folder for these items. Right click and left click
‘Paste’.
So far we have only talked about scanning, filing and
searching for prototype photographs in a collection. From
this clinic you should be able to develop your own unique
system for cataloguing your digital photos.
I am more than happy to answer questions or assist you in
any way with ideas to get you started. Just bear in mind at
all times that they key to a successful system is to be consistent in your naming protocol. If you change the format of
one item you should change all of the items in your database to match.

Doug Wingfield
dwingfield@telus.net
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Operations on a small layout part 1
Over the next few issues of
HIGHBALL I will be showing how
a small layout can be operated
in a prototypical manner. I decided to use a published 4 x 8
plan as an example. The plan
that I have selected is the Buckley and Onarca by Bill Baron and
published in the December 1966
issue of Model Railroader.
The B&O track plan as published
in MR is shown in Figure 1. I
picked this
plan for a
number of
reasons but
mainly because December 1966
was the first
copy of MR
that I ever
bought and
as a result I
am very familiar with
the plan.
Furthermore
the tag line
at the start
of the MR
article states “Practical design
for a man who wants operation
in a minimum of space”. The
article then goes on to explain
the operating potential of the
plan.
Taking a closer look at the plan
we can see that it consists of
two interlocking ovals. The
lower oval is hidden at the back
of the layout in a long tunnel
and this tunnel can be used to
stage a train. It may also be
possible to add another track or

two to stage even more trains or
perhaps cassette staging could
be added. The two ovals join at
the junction town of Buckley and
the upper oval travels to the
town of Onarca which is located
above the long tunnel.
It is suggested in the MR article
that the lower oval is part of a
major class one railroad, and the
line up to Onarca is a local short
line.

Buckley has a fairly elaborate
engine terminal, a station with
house track and a switchback
spur to a saw mill. Industry no.
1 is located on the mainline
leaving town for the hidden
staging track. I would suggest
that the engine terminal is the
main shops for the short line
that runs up the hill to Onarca.
Industry No. 1 is clearly
switched by the main line railroad while the saw mill and
house track could be switched
by either line.

Cal Sexsmith

Onarca has a small three track
yard, three industries, and a
mine. One of the yard tracks has
a single stall engine house at
one end and another yard track
serves industry no. 3. Industry
no. 2 is located across the main
line from the yard and industry
no. 4 and the mine are located
on a switchback spur.
Until I started to look carefully
at this plan I didn’t realize that it

has a fatal flaw. There are no
run around tracks! To illustrate,
if a clockwise main line train arrives in Buckley it can easily
leave a cut of cars on the
switchback lead for the short
line run up to Onarca and it can
switch industry no. 1 on its way
out of town. However, there is
no way that it can switch the
saw mill.
Similarly, a clockwise short line
train can pick up the cut of cars
from the switchback lead and

SUMMER 2011
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having the lines cross at grade and the only connection is
via an interchange track. The plan in Figure 5 would be
more adaptable to a junction on a single railway.
upon arrival in Onarca it can switch the
yard and industries no. 2 and 3, but it
can’t get into industry no. 4 or the mine.
What is needed are run around tracks at
both Buckley and Onarca. Figure 2 shows
a couple of ways to add a run-around at
Buckley and Figure 3 shows how it might
be done at Onarca.

A final modification, shown in Figure 6, is to replace the
lower oval with a hidden return loop turning the plan into a
point to loop scheme. This is my personal favourite. In the
next issue I will show how this final version could be operated.

Another change would could be made
would be to have only one route into Onarca. A couple of alternatives are shown in
Figures 4 and 5. The plan in Figure 4 reinforces the idea of two separate railways by
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(Continued from page 3)

All of them report on interesting events and you can join
them! Send in a picture of
something different or just a
little bit interesting and a caption. Rob Badmington’s shot
of a CP consist seen from the
Glenbow Ranch is a great example.
Fall is traditionally the start to
the more active hobby season
and what better way to get
back into the hobby than at a
train show or open house?
6th Division members have a
rally great line up of fall events
and the challenge will be trying
to attend even some of them!
September 17-18 is this year’s
date for GETS in Edmontonwith Railroad Days the following weekend in Calgary.
October 2nd is the EMRA open

(Continued from page 4)

accordingly because there is a
designation that goes with it. But
contests are not all the same. In
fact AP judging is not a contest
at all. It is you against the criteria and the matrix for the category your are entering. But that
is another clinic you may see in
the future.
At most conventions there are all
kinds of categories, from structures to locomotives, cars to favourite trains, on line structures,
off line structures, etc. YOU DO
NOT HAVE TO HAVE AN AP
CONTEST QUALITY MODEL to

house in Edmonton with the
32nd annual Boomer Auction in
Calgary on October 15th.
CMRS and the Echo Valley Railway Guild/ Regina Model Railroad Club will also host events
on October 15th while
Lethbridge will have their fall
open house the weekend of
October 22-23.
Rounding out the month will
be the Red Deer Model Train
show October 29-30. Noncommercial displays at Red
Deer are free and you can contact Gord at reddeertrainshow@shaw.ca for info.

online at http://pnr.nmra.org
If you see Mark Johnson at an
event remember to thank for the
work he puts in every month to
keep this great source of information current.
Finally, look for a few changes in
the fall issue of Highball which
should arrive in late November.
By popular request we are bringing back member wanted/for sale
classifieds. 25 word (phone number and email each count as
word) non-commercial ads can
be sent to the Editor.

If you aren’t completely exhausted or out of cash, further
afield the annual 7th Division
fall meet will occur November
11-14 in Burnaby, BC.

As we are becoming more stable
in Highball production dates we
will also be re-introducing display
ads at very reasonable prices.
Look for rate card and other info
in the next issue.

Details of all these events can
be found in the Modeller’s Calendar starting on page 14 or

Have a great fall and keep the
content coming.
- Ron

enter or even to win. Why, because they are not judged on
AP qualifications! They are
judged against others in that
same category. Can you put an
AP quality model into a contest? Yes. Can you just bring
your favourite model to display
and not be judged? Yes. Can
you enter it into a category in
the contest and not be AP
judged? Yes.

points, no harsh or positive feedback, just a collection of models
that on that day the judges get
to pick from. Now, if you want it
AP judged, you want feedback,
we will be happy to do it, if you
don’t, it won’t be! And in my experience in judging, now at all
three levels (Divisional, Regional
and National), there is a tremendous swing towards positive
feedback and comments, which I
find very encouraging.

What’s my point? Bring your
work to the next meet, show it
off. If you bring a structure and
there are 6 other structures
there, great, judges pick the
ones they like the best. No AP

So as I step off the soap box for
another edition, happy modeling
until we meet again.
- Mike
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Cochrane, with paved and gravel
trails paralleling CPR's mainline
through previously unreachable rolling grasslands and riverside benches. You can't drive
right up to any trackside photo
locations, but a bicycle or a pair
of walking shoes will put you in
place for some spectacular new
shots. CPR's mainline at this
location carries about 60 million

shop. It will be open by the beginning of September.

Summertime is typically a bit of
It was shaping up to be a great
a down time for modellers
year for steam fans with CPR
unless you are a garden railEmpress 2816 scheduled for
roader or a railfan. While summany excursions across Western
mer seemed to take forever to
Canada. Rides over many of the
get here, Calgary has finally
route segments were sold to
been enjoying some nice sunny
support the Children's Wish
weather, perfect for enjoying a
Foundation. Unfortunately early
backyard layout. The Rocky
into the season 2816 was
Mountain Garden Railfound to have a cracked
roaders typically share
axle which required retheir layouts with club
placement. CPR's FP9's
open houses throughsubstituted for the
out the summer, with
steamer so that the
their regular monthly
runs could take place as
meetings starting up
scheduled. CP is undertakagain in September.
ing the necessary repairs
Iron Horse Park in Airthrough the summer so
drie operates plenty of
that hopefully 2816 will be
their 8" gauge trains for
back in operating condithe public as well as
tion by the fall. For awhile
private groups. The latit looked like CP had a 4ter includes the South
4-4 Jubilee on the rails as
Bank Short Lines annual
2816 was moved around
Christmas party in July
CP9757 in DPU mode brings up the rear of a very long inter- with the defective wheel(why wait - avoid the
December rush). Not to modal train as it the passes the rugged riverside bluffs along set removed.
the Bow River west of Bearspaw Siding in Glenbow Ranch
be outdone, Calgary
Free-mo participated in
By the time you're reading this
gross tons per year or roughly
Alberta Free-mo on August 13 &
edition of the Highball, the fall
25 trains a day. Access is via
14 in Big Valley, setting up a
model railroad season will be
Glenbow Road off Hwy 1A just
huge modular layout in the
back in full swing. If you are
east of Cochrane.
town's arena. The layout inanywhere near Calgary, be sure
cluded 52 modules from 32 difto visit Railway Days at Heritage
I reported in the last issue that
ferent owners and 3 groupPark on September 24-25, South
Trains and Such was moving to
owned modules, with total
Bank Short Lines 32nd Annual
a new location on the south side
length of mainline exceeding
Boomer Auction at St. Andrew's
of Calgary, and the store is up
324 feet and another 68 feet of
Presbyterian Church on October
and running with lots more
branch.
15, and the Calgary Model Railspace, and even a coffee maway Society's Fall Mini-meet at
chine next to the magazine and
Some great new railfan opportuthe Glenmore Inn on October
book racks. In an interesting
nities recently became accessi16. The NMRA - PNR - 6th Divitwist, the owners of Chinook
ble with the opening of the
sion will be taking a more active
and Hobby West, Calgary's other
Glenbow Ranch Provincial Park
role in these local events in Callong standing model train store,
in mid August. This new park
gary and other locations around
have leased the old T&S building
stretches along the north side of
the Division. Hope to see you
on 4th St. NW to open a second
the Bow River from Calgary's
there.
- Rob Badmington
location of their popular hobby
western limits all the way to

PAGE 14

Modeller’s Calendar

S U MME R 2 0 1 1

To add your activities to the PNR Switchlist Timetable or PNR web page, contact
the Timetable Editor, Mark Johnson at (780) 436-2480 or timetable@pnr.nmra.org

Sep 8-10, Portland, OR
2011 Annual Conference, Southern Pacific Historical
& Technical Society. Info:www.sphts.org/convention/
Sep 9-11, Caldwell, ID
Treasure Valley Train Expo. O'Conner Field House,
2207 Blaine, Caldwell. Noon to 8:00 P.M. Friday,
10:00 AM to 8:00 PM Saturday and Noon to 6:00
P.M. Sunday. Admission $5.00 Children 12 and under
Free. The event will include modular layouts, model
contests, vendors and clinics. Clubs are encouraged
to participate. Vendor tables are available. Info:-t
Troy Dewey, 208-461-5028 treasurevalleytrainexpo@gmail.com 1509 Caldwell Blvd. #19, Nampa,
Id. 83651
Sep 17-18, Edmonton, AB
2011 Great Edmonton Model Train Show, 10 AM - 5
PM, Mayfield Trade Centre, 16615 - 109 Ave
(Mayfield Road). 40,000 sq. ft. of layouts, displays,
clinics, dealers and LEGO! Info:- www.mmrf.ab.ca
trainshow@mmrf.ab.ca
Sep 24 (Sat), Vancouver, WA
Southwest Washington Model Railroaders Open
House. 10:00am to 4:00pm. We plan to be running
many different types of HO gauge engines from the
small logging area to the Big Boys on the main line.
This event will be located at 8100 E. Mill Plain Blvd,
Vancouver, Washington. This is one block east of
Garrison Square, in the building behind Safe Harbor
Nazarene Church, bordering the parking lot off 82nd
Ave. Info:- www.swwamodelrailroaders.com
Sep 24-25, North Bend, WA
Milwaukee Modeler's Meet. Models as well as presentations on model, prototype and historic Milwaukee
Road operations. Past meets included guided tours of
the Milwaukee Road route through the Seattle Watershed. Location: To Be Announced. Info:www.milwelectric.org
Sep 24-25, Calgary, AB
25th Annual Railway Days. 9:30 - 5:00 Two operating
0-6-0's, the annual Train Pull, cab tours, model railway layouts and vendor booths. 1900 Heritage Dr.
SW. Info: - (403) 268-8500, www.heritagepark.ca.

Sep 25 (Sun), Victoria, BC
Victoria's Annual Model Railway Show , 10 am - 4 pm; Operating Model Railroads, Popular Vote Contest, Commercial
& Individual Sales & Displays Cedar Hill Recreation Center,
Saanich, B.C. Free parking Admissions: Adults $6, Family
$13, NMRA members $5 Under 10 - Free when accompanied by an adult. Info:- Ted Alexis, 250-595-4070,
m_talexis@shaw.ca
Oct 1 (Sat), Vancouver, WA
38th Annual Great Train Swap Meet - 9:30am to 2:30pm.
Hudson's Bay High School at 1206 E. Reserve Street, Vancouver, Washington. It is located just off the I-5 Bridge at
Exit 1-C on Mill Plain Blvd (East). There will be an operating HO gauge layout of the Columbia Gorge and over 125
tables with vendors from all over the Northwest. Table
space will be available at $15.00 for a 6' table. Hugh free
parking. Adults - $5.00, Students - $2.00 and children under 6 are free with paid adult. Info:www.swwamodelrailroaders.com
Oct 1-2, Lynden, WA
Lynden Lions Club 27th Annual International Model Train
Show. Info:- www.lyndentrainshow.com
Oct 2 (Sun), Edmonton, AB
Edmonton Model Railroad Association Open House, at the
Freight Shed, Fort Edmonton Park, 10am-5pm. Info: www.EMRAonline.ca.
Oct 8 (Sat), Eugene, OR
1st Division Mini-meet at Emerald People's Utility District
sponsored by the Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club,
doors open at 8:00 a.m. clinics begin at 9:00 a.m., layout
tours, NMRA merit and Achievement program evaluations,
popular model contests in a variety of categories, drawings
for prizes, clinics, lunch provided at no cost to attendees
by Temple's Trains & Things. EPUD located at 33733 Seavy
Loop Road (near 30th Avenue exit to Lane Community College) just off of Interstate 5 freeway, more information Lee
Temple at 541-954-4917 or ttandt@ram-mail.com or Diane
Temple 541-225-7394 or LDTemple@ram-mail.com.
Oct 8-9, Idaho Falls, ID
Eagle Rock Railroad Historical Society Railshow 2011 Multiple Scale Model Railroads; Swap & Commercial Dealer Tables; 1-1/2" Scale Trains to ride! Idaho Falls Recreation
Center, 520 Memorial Drive Sat: 9 am. - 5 pm. Sun: 10
am. - 2 pm. Info:- (208) 681-7383; errhsi@ida.net or
www.ida.net/org/errhsi/

SUMMER 2011

Oct 8-9, Chehalis, WA
Lewis County Train Show and Swap Meet Yard Birds Event
Center, 2100 National Avenue. Presented by the Chehalis
River Valley Model Railroaders and The Lewis County Historical Museum. 140 tables available and room for layouts.
Info:- www.lewiscountymuseum.org, director@lewiscountymuseum.org, 360-748-0831
Oct 15-16, Chilliwack, BC
Mount Cheam Lions Club Model Railway & Hobby Show,
Heritage Park, 44140 Luckakuck Way. Sat 9am-5pm. Sun
10am-4pm. Admission Prices: Adults $6; Seniors/Students
$4; Family $20. Info:- Don Carson, 604-847-0230, Amtrak375@hotmail.com
Oct 15 (Sat), Calgary, AB
32nd Annual Boomer Auction, Sponsored by South Bank
Short Lines, St Andrews Presbyterian Church, 703 Heritage
Dr. SW, 10am, auction starts at noon. Info: - John Wrinch,
(403) 281-5745, jawrinch@shaw.ca
Oct 15-16, Sequim, WA
North Olympic Peninsula Railroaders Train Show and Swap
Meet, Sequim Prairie Grange, 290 Macleay Rd, Sequim,
WA.. 10 am to 4 pm Saturday and 10 am to 3 pm Sunday.
Info:- Lauren Scrafford, (360) 379-3280. e78milrd@q.com
Oct 15-16, Spokane, WA
River City Modelers open house, 1130 E. Sprague Ave.
Noon to 4:00 PM. Visit the layout and see the progress that
has been made since February. Info:- Shirley or Bob Sample, 509-292-8332 or email
shirley.sample@northwesterntrailways.com
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$35. Vendors can setup Saturday 1PM-5PM; Sunday, 7:309:30. Info:- Kevin 509-944-0463 or
kozlowski.amy@gmail.com
Oct 22-23, Ravensdale, WA
14th Annual Maple Valley Operating Model Train Show,
10am-5pm. Gracie Hansen Community Center, 27132
Ravensdale Way. Suggested Donation: Adults $5, Children
(3-11) $2. Info:- Steve Hiester, (425) 432-8391
hies_skel@hotmail.com,
www.greatermaplevalleyareacouncil.org/events.html.
Oct 22-23, Lethbridge, AB
Southern Alberta Railway Club OPEN HOUSE, 1-4PM, at the
clubhouse in GYRO PARK at 15 St and 10 Ave "A" South.
Both days will feature trains running on the club layouts, a
lot of conversation, and special viewings for new members
who wish to join our club. Info:www.albertasouthernrailway.ca
Oct 29-30, Red Deer, AB
Red Deer Model Railroad show. Westerner Park in the Harvest Center 4847A 19th St. Red Deer. Sat: 10AM-5PM;
Sun: 10AM-4PM. $5.00 per person, children under 5 are
free. Info:- Gord Sylvester, 403-986-3866, reddeertrainshow@shaw.ca or www.reddeertrainshow.ca
Nov 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 25-26, Portland, OR
Columbia Gorge Model Railroad Club Annual Show, 2505 N.
Vancouver Ave. 10:00 -5:00, doors close at 4:30. Info: (503) 28-TRAIN, www.cgmrc.com

Nov 5 (Sat), 12, 19, 26, Portland, OR
Mt Hood Model Engineers 33rd Open House. Noon to 5PM,
Oct 15 (Sat), Regina, SK
5500 SE Belmont St. Info:- 1 877 378 6563 (voice mail)
The Echo Valley Railroad Guild and the Regina Model Rail- www.mthoodmodelengineers.org
way Club will again be teaming up and hosting the annual
Model Train Show at Cochrane High School, 1069 14th
Nov 11-14, Burnaby, BC
Avenue E. The show will run Saturday and Sunday October TRAINS 2011, Annual 7th Div Fall Meet, Cameron Recrea15 &16 9am - 5am. There will be over 13,000 sq ft of dis- tion Center, 9523 Cameron St. Trains Meet Registrar, P.O.
plays, operating layouts and retailers. A banquet and prize
Box 52224, North Vancouver BC V7J 3V5, 604-272-1623
draws will be held for all participants. For more information
(Registration ONLY), Info:- www.bctrains.org.
contact Jim @ (306) 545-6619.

Oct 16 (Sun), Calgary, AB
Calgary Model Railway Society (CMRS), Fall Mini-Meet and
AGM, Glenmore Inn, 2720 Glenmore Trail, SE. Info: www.calgarymodelrailway.ca.
Oct 16 (Sun), Spokane, WA
The Spokane Railroad Show, 9:30AM - 3:30PM at the Spokane Community College "LAIR" Student Activities Building.
The campus is at Mission and Greene Streets, north of I-90
exit 283B. Adult admission is $5, kids under 12 are free, $1
for teens. Early admission after 9 is $15. An 8 foot table is

Nov 12 (Sat), Kent, WA
Boeing Employees Model Railroad Club Annual Swap Meet.
Kent Commons, 525 - 4th Ave. No. 9:30am-4:00pm. $7.00
adults, children 14 and under free. Info: - Ed Sherry, 550
SW Colewood Lane, Normandy Park, WA 98166; 206-2443884; Swapmeet@bemrrc.com

(Continued on page 16)
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Nov 12-13, Burnaby, BC
TRAINS 2011, Annual Public Show, Cameron Recreation
Center, 9523 Cameron St. 10am-4pm. Info: - Trains RE:
Public Show, P.O. Box 52224, North Vancouver BC V7J
3V5, trains2011@telus.net, www.bctrains.org.
Nov 19-20, Puyallup, WA
The Great Train Expo Puyallup Fair & Events Center, 110
9th Ave SW Sat & Sun: 10 am - 4 pm Cost: $7; Under 12
free w/ adult Info:- www.GreatTrainExpo.com,
Bill@TrainExpoInc.com
Nov 26-27, Medford, OR
Annual Rogue Valley Train Show, Medford Armory, 1701
S. Pacific Highway. Displays, Exhibits, Swap Meet, Door
Prizes, Raffle. Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4. Adult $5, Senior $4, 14
and under -free with adult. Proceeds benefit the Medford
Railroad Park. Info: - Bruce McGarvey 541-890-8145 or
rvmrc.net/

Living Skies Express 2012
PNR 6th Division Convention
June 28 - July 1, 2012
Regina, Saskatchewan
Most activities will be held on site (University of Regina)
Lodging

2012
Apr 21 - Apr 22, Calgary, AB
SUPERTRAIN 2012 Canada's Biggest and Best Annual
Model Train Show. 9 AM til 5 PM both days. Subway Soccer Centre, 7000 - 48 Street SE. Calgary FREE PARKING
Adult - $10, Youth (6-12) - $5, under 6 - free. Over
60,000 sq. ft. of operating layouts, exhibits and displays,
railroad artists, hobby shops, model manufacturers, demonstrations, clinics, museums and railroad historical associations, Lego and Thomas Play Area, garden railways,
ride-on trains, and much more. Info:- www.supertrain.ca
or info@supertrain.ca
May 2-5, Medford, OR
Siskiyou Summit 2012 Joint Convention. Pacific Northwest
Region & Pacific Coast Region / NMRA. Red Lion Hotel
Medford, 200 N. Riverside Avenue. Info:www.pcrnmra.org/conv2012/

Tour yet to be announced. This will be a great tour with
limited attendance of a facility normally not accessible. All
tours will be bused.
Clinics
To date looks like there will be a variety of interesting proto
and model clinics. As there always is room for more, if you
have a clinic you would like to present let us know.

Lodging at reasonable rates in soon great rooms will be
available on site at the university. We are presently working
on a food package the delegates can purchase. There is also
a number of food and drink outlets withinalking distance of
the university.

A chance to bring these items you no longer need and an
opportunity to get some items your really need (or not).

Meet and Greet & BBQ

Contests and AP judging

A meet and great will kick off this great weekend giving all
those in attendance an opportunity to meet old friends
make some new ones and get into the model railroading
spirit. A BBQ will be held on one of the evenings with great
food, fellowship and raffle.

A list of contest will listed in the next issue. AP judges will
be available.

Delegate and Public Show
Historical and model displays, Operating layouts and Model
retailers.
Layouts
Layouts in a variety of scales including outdoor G scale as
well as the Echo Valley Railroad Guild Club Layout.

Silent Auction

Banquet and awards
A banquet will be held on the closing evening with award
and recognitions.
Modeling with the Masters
A modeling with the masters type clinic will be held. This
extra fare limited registration clinic will have delegates making and taking home highly detailed items. This is
a clinic you will not want to miss. Details next issue
For more information go to:

Tours
Tours to date include the Claybank Brick Plant, a national
historical site, A rail yard tour, Brandt Industries, a manufacturer of a diesel locomotive, railroaders and other rail related equipment together with GE rail car and an Industrial

www.livingskiesexpress2012.ca
or contact Convention Chair Wayne Wessner at
wpterminal@accesscomm.ca

