
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Eastern Montana and Nunavut  Winter  2011     

 

 



Superintendent 
Mike Borkristl 
6divsuper@pnr.nmra.org 
 
Assistant Superintendent 
Ed Molenkamp 
emolen08@telus.net 
 
Secretary 
Mark Johnson 
Mark.Johnson@InfoHarvest.ca 
 
 

Treasurer 
Rick Walker 
 
Achievement Program 
Doug Wingfield  
dwfield@telus.net 
 
Convention Coordinator 
Rob Badmington  
badmingt@telusplanet.net 
 
Highball!  Editor 
Ron Gillies 
highball@pnr.nmra.org 

Contest Chair 
Open 
 
Education Chair 
Open 
 
Membership Chair 
Open 
 

Highball! Deadlines 

March 1 for the Spring 2011 issue and June 1 2011 for the Summer issue.  Expect the actual Highball! 
within a month of the deadline, volunteer schedules permitting 

6th Division Officers and Chairs 

PNR President: Walt Huston 
President: Walt Huston 
Phone: 253-535-2043 
email: walthuston@earthlink.net  
 
Vice-President 
Dave Liesse 
NMRADave@liessefamily.net 
 
Secretary: Jeannie Melvin 
Phone: 425-257-0342 
Email: drbear@blarg.net  
 
Treasurer: Dirk Kruysman 
Phone: 541-673-6341 
email: dutchdirk@charter.net  
 

 
Asst. Treasurer (Canada): L. A. 
(Larry) Sebelley 
Phone: 604 858 5717 
Email: sebelley@shaw.ca  
 
Asst. Treasurer (US): 
Nick Lehrbach 
Phone: 541-672-1453 
Email: lehrbach@rosenet.net  
 
Co-Office Manager: Ed Liesse 
Phone: 253-529-7405 
email: EELiesse@aol.com  
 
Co-Office Manager: Gay Liesse 
Phone: 253-529-7405 

email: glliesse@aol.com  
Immediate Past President:  
Jack Hamilton, MMR 
Phone: 360-308-9845 
email: WestDir@hq.nmra.org 
 
NMRA Western Director: 
Jack Hamilton, MMR 
Phone: 360-308-9845 
email: WestDir@hq.nmra.org 
 

Pacific Northwest Region 

NMRA President 
Michael C. Brestel 
H: 513-481-0185 
Email: pres@hq.nmra.org  
 
NMRA Secretary 
Robert V. Gangwish  
H: 863-635-2003 
Email:  secy@hq.nmra.org 
 

NMRA Canada President 
Ron Einarson 
PRESCA@hq.nmra.org 
Canadian Director 
Clark Kooning 
CANDIR@hq.nmra.org 
Vice President and 
Canadian Registrar 

Don Hillman 
registrar@nmracanada.ca 

 
Payment of Dues and/or Subscrip-
tions should be made in Canadian 
dollars and sent to: 
 
NMRA Canada 

Registrar 
69 Schroder Cres. 

Guelph, ON   N1E 7B4 

NMRA / NMRA Canada 

PAGE 2  WINTER  2011 



From the Van 

 
6th Division Highball! 

 Editor                   Ron Gillies 

 Area Reporters 

 Edmonton          Mark Johnson 
 Calgary          Rob Badmington 
 Lethbridge                Tony Lee 
 Saskatoon            Cal Sexsmith 
 Regina            Wayne Wessner 
 LDSIG/OPSIG       Cal Sexsmith 

 Printer              Mark Johnson 
 

 Mailing            Mark Johnson 
 
Highball is published quarterly 
by the 6th Division PNR. All 
opinions are those of the author 
unless expressly stated. 

 

 

Deadlines budgets and chal-
lenges—things to keep an editor 
busy. 

When I volunteered to edit 
Highball! I made regular produc-
tion one of my big things.  I 
built a timeline that would pro-
duce quarterly issues every … 
quarter.  
 
This issue is later than planned 

as I set a December 1st dead-
line for copy (editor speak for 
send me stuff or I start digging).   

In hindsight not the best idea as 
the last items trickled in the 
door about January 20th due to 
Christmas/New Year, vacations 
and other things in people’s 
lives.  Adjustments will be made 
to future deadlines. 

Budgets are also fun—when you 
have them.  

Each printed issue costs over $1 
to mail plus printing costs. We 
send out almost 200 copies and 
simple math shows the cost of a 
quarterly Highball! adds up very 

quickly.  Mark Johnson has sent 
out an email to see if more peo-
ple would be willing to move to 
an electronic copy.  

As a teaser this quarter features 
a colour cover with some of 
Larry Dickinson’s pictures of his 
great layout. Download the en-
tire issue from the Division web-
site and see the benefits of col-
our in our newsletter.  
 
Better yet see the info on pages 
7 and 8 about the Spring meet 
in Moose Jaw and see the layout 
in person! 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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On the cover 
 
A selection of images from Larry Dickinson's highly detailed "O" scale layout  - one of the layouts  available 
for touring during Moose Tracks 2011.  Photos by Larry Dickinson 
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CC&F built RDC repurposed as a test car spotted October 27 2010 in Lloydminster AB  

                                                                                                        - Jim McArdle photo 



Superintendent’s Report 
Hello one and all 

I trust everyone had a safe and 
joyous holiday and ready to hit 
the new year full of energy and 
enthusiasm! 

One of my goals for the division 
is to get every one more active 
and contribute. I am not asking 
for two pages reports from 
every one, but if something is 
going on in the Division that 
we might not know about, 
drop us a line so we can get it 
out. If there is a particular rail 
fan spot, or a neat car rolling 
through your area, take that pic 
and send it in. Who knows, you 
may see it in a future Highball! 

Here is what we have in the di-
vision so far, and then a wish list 
of what I would love to see in 
the Division. I know we voted 
not to have a board of directors, 
and that is not what I am look-
ing for. 

These gentlemen have agreed 
to continue in their roles for the 
division and I thank them for 
their time and efforts: 

AP Coordinator – currently 
Doug Wingfield and Doug has 
agreed to continue in this role 

Secretary  – Mark Johnson – 
Mark has agreed to continue in 
this role 

Highball! Editor – Ron Gillies – 
Ron has agreed to continue in 
this role 

Treasurer  – Rick Walker – Rick 
has stepped forward for this role 

Convention  Coordinator   - 
currently Rob Badmington – Rob 

is willing to step aside and assist 
in other areas if anyone would 
like to take this position 

Assistant Superintendent –
 Ed Molenkamp has asked to be 
the assistant superintendant and 
to help me where ever he can. I 
have agreed to this at this time 
as Ed has a lot of experience 
and contacts over the years. My 
biggest challenge will be finding 
a way to extract that knowledge 
and expertise! LOL 

Contest Chair – open 

Education Chair – open 

Membership Chair - open 

Here is my wish list: 

Actual appointed Area reporters 
that I can call upon from time to 
time to see what may be going 
on in their areas. Again, not a 
two page report, just something 
I can pass along in Highballs or 
mail outs, or mass emails.  
 
Calgary, Edmonton, Red Deer, 
Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Re-
gina, Saskatoon, Moose Jaw, 
and Montana are the areas I 
would like to appoint someone 
from. Any takers?? If there is 
any other areas I have missed 
and you would like to be part of 
the team, GREAT!! Let me 
know.  

Some unfinished business we 
are still working on is financial 
reports and an audit. I am 
awaiting word from Ed Molenk-
amp on how that is proceed-
ing.  Rick Walker and I will also 
be working on current financials 
and all banking info, transfers, 
signatures etc as required over 

the next month or so.    

And we have a meet coming up! 
It will be in May and more info 
will be heading your way soon. 
We were discussing the possibil-
ity of having it as a regional 
meet as a couple of years 
back, the 6th Division had com-
mitted to holding one this year. 
But the logistics and location 
may not work for some parts of 
the region and therefore we 
may have to look at other alter-
natives.  
 
It was discussed having one 
around the time of SUPERTRAIN 
in Calgary, but there is simply 
not enough time or manpower 
to pull that off this year. And, 
the PNR Region is reminding me 
fairly often of our commitment 
and I will continue to see how, if 
at all, we can meet that commit-
ment.  

That's all for now. If you have 
any questions, or if you would 
like to help out as an area con-
tact, please let me know. And 
remember.... 

“One person can get 10 things done, 10 
people can get 100 things done. Can you 
imagine what 20 people could do??? It be-
comes infectious! 

Thanks for your time and your 
future participation. 

-Mike  Borkristl 
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Calgary Area Report 
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Planning for SUPERTRAIN 2011 
is well underway with most of 
the layout and commercial space 
already committed. Look for 
more details elsewhere in this 
issue. 

One of the many active model 
railroad groups in the Calgary 
area has a layout a little larger 
than most. The Alberta Model 
Engineers Society operates Iron 
Horse Park in Airdrie.  

The 12 acre site boasts a main 
line of over a mile of 7-1/2" 

The winter months are always 
busy for Calgary modellers. Even 
the garden railroaders retreat to 
the basement to build new 
trains and structures to be ready 
for spring.  

Here in Calgary, the modeling 
season always kicks off in Octo-
ber with the South Bank Short 
Lines Boomer Auction followed 
the next day by the CMRS Fall 
Mini-meet and AGM. We enjoyed 
some great clinics at the mini-
meet and at the AGM, Linda La-
roche assumed the presidency 
of the CMRS. Linda has always 
been a great volunteer and or-
ganizer and the CMRS will con-
tinue to flourish under her lead-
ership.  

The Boomer Auction set records 
for the number of tables of 
goodies auctioned off, with the 
final bang of the gavel at around 
6:30 pm. 

In November a slide night enter-
tained many modellers and rail 
fans. One of the highlights was 
a presentation on the trip four 
members of the Bow Valley Club 
made to Vancouver on VIA in 
September. The trip was the 
grand prize donated by VIA to 
the CMRS to recognize our vol-
unteers.  

Gail Myers was the winner of the 
random draw so he and three 
fellow members had a great trip, 
visiting several very interesting 
rail-served industries in the Van-
couver area. We have learned 
that VIA will again be donating a 
similar prize in 2011, so we are 
all hopeful our name will be 
drawn. 

gauge track. Both live steam 
and diesel models are operated, 
pulling multi-car passenger 
trains loaded with delighted visi-
tors.  

If you happen to be in the area 
on a Sunday between Victoria 
Day and Thanksgiving week-
ends, drop by for a visit. AMES 
also operates many special 
events throughout the year for 
the benefit of the community. 

- Rob Badmington 
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Despite fears to the contrary, 
the early December collapse of 
the air-supported bubble at the 
Subway Soccer Centre in Cal-
gary will have absolutely no 
effect on the running of SUPER-
TRAIN 2011 in April.  

The train show is held in the 
permanent structure portion of 
the complex that continues in 
daily use. Preparations for the 
show are ahead of schedule 
with the majority of layouts and 
commercial exhibitors already 
registered.  

There will be some new and 
exciting exhibits in 2011, along 
with many improvements by 
our regular entries. New com-
mercial participants will include 
some manufacturers from the 
US and vendors who haven't 
previously been in the show. 

 South Bank Short Lines will 
again coordinate clinics, includ-
ing both entry level clinics 
aimed at new modellers and 
young enthusiasts, as well as 
more advanced sessions for 
experienced folks. We expect 
that some of the presentations 
will be made by the manufac-
turers themselves. 

SUPERTRAIN has enjoyed two 
day crowds of between 10 and 
12,000 visitors for many years 
and we hope to be able to 
meet those expectations again 
this year.  

The goal of the show is always 
to present model railroading to 
the public as a worthwhile 

hobby, and hopefully to en-
gage some newcomers to join 
us in the world's greatest 
hobby.  

We hope all NMRA members 
will make the journey to Cal-
gary for the biggest and best 
model train show in Canada. 

- Rob Badmington 
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by the manufacturers them-
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SUPERTRAIN has enjoyed two 
day crowds of between 10 and 
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to present model railroading to 
the public as a worthwhile 
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the world's greatest hobby. We 
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Supertrain 2011 Update 
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Larsen's Lounge fascinated the kids with an On30 layout inside a glass 
topped coffee table                                                   - Leo deGroot photo  

Prairie Rail Workshop from Saskatoon brought an extensive and well 
constructed N scale layout.                                   -Leo deGroot photo.  
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Moose Tracks 2011 

weigh in at 11 tons!  The engine 
has been in the shops for the 
past 2 years  having a new boiler 
built.      

If all goes as planned she will be 

 

The membership of the Thunder 
Creek Model Railroad Club 
(TCMRC) is proud to announce 
that we will be hosting the 2011 
spring meet of the PNR 6th Divi-
sion.   

Moose Tracks 2011 will be held 
on the weekend of May 20 thru 
23 at the Western Development 
Museum (WDM) in Moose Jaw, 
SK.  For those who are unfamil-
iar with the WDM, it is a mu-
seum of transportation which 
includes rail, auto and aircraft 
displays. 

The weekend will include proto-
type, industrial and layout tours 
as well as clinics, a model con-
test, a Sun evening banquet and 
of course the annual 6th Division 
meeting.  Activities for spouses 
will be planned if numbers war-
rant.   Additionally, a “meet & 
greet” BBQ is planned for the 
evening of Fri 20 May. 

The museum will be the focal 
point of all events planned for 
the weekend.  Our club is in the 
very fortunate position of being 
able to call the museum “home”.  
The club has space  at the mu-
seum for meetings, to store our 
travelling layout and lots of work 
space.  At the present time, we 
are in the process of building 
about sixteen new six foot mod-
ules for our layout .   

     It will be a busy weekend at 
the WDM as the museum is ten-
tatively planning a 
“Homecoming “ for our resident 
steam engine - a Vulcan 0-4-0 - 
just a wee gal for a 3 foot nar-
row gauge steamer, but does 

fired and running on the May 
long weekend - weather permit-
ting.  We look forward to riding 
behind her as she runs around 
the museum property again.   In 
addition, other railroad related 
activities are tentatively being 
planned for this particular week-
end. 

We are in the initial stages of 
planning the meet but we can 
report that we have so far con-
firmed two prototype tours - 
Canadian Pacific’s Moose Jaw 
locomotive and car shops and 
the GATX  Canada repair facility 
in Moose Jaw.        

The Moose Jaw Canadian Pacific 
locomotive and rail car servicing 
shops are  very modern facili-
ties.  If we’re lucky on that day, 
we might get to see a set of rail 
car trucks being swapped out.  
This highly mechanized process 
takes all of ten minutes to ac-
complish.  

GATX Rail Canada (formerly 
CGTX) is a medium size rail ser-
vice center which has a capacity 
of ninety cars on site.  This 
company, performs many car 
repair tasks for CP Rail, includ-
ing  major repairs, modifica-
tions, upgrades, car cleaning 
and painting services. 

Layout tours planned include O, 
HO and N scales - all in various 
stages of completion.  Four and 
possibly more layouts will be 
available for viewing 

For spouses we have planned a 
visit to the CPR station liquor 

(Continued on page 8) 

Accommodations 

We have block booked hotel 
rooms at the Super 8 motel 
located about two blocks from 
the Museum site.  These 
rooms must be reserved prior 
to 21 April - use booking code 
CJMRMR when contacting the 
hotel at 1-306-692-8888. We 
will book more rooms if num-
bers seem to warrant.   

Additionally, for those who 
may wish to use their RVs, 
there are two full service 
camp grounds in the city, 
one, the Prairie Oasis - 1-800-
854-8855 -  is within a five 
minute drive of the Museum.   

This will be a very busy week-
end in Moose Jaw as the an-
nual Band Festival is taking 
place on this weekend.  Any 
reservations should be made 
as soon as possible to avoid 
disappointment 
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The area where Regina is today, 
was claimed by the predeces-
sors to CNR as they’re main ter-
minal between Winnipeg and 
Edmonton and thus Moose Jaw 
was built up around the CPR ter-
minal midway between Winni-
peg and Calgary.   

Because of its’ location, Moose 
Jaw became a large and very 
important terminal along the 
CPR mainline and also is at the 
junction of the SOO Line branch 
going south to the United 
States. Today, Moose Jaw is 
served by CP Rail, CN and the 
Southern Rail Cooperative  - a 
short line connecting Avonlea to 

Moose Jaw.          

For the rail fan we here in 
Moose Jaw are truly blessed!  
With CP, CN and a short line 
serving the city and the SOO 
Line junction nearby there are 
many locations and opportuni-
ties to catch a glimpse of a vari-
ety of trains and possibly a great 
photo. 

       We look forward to a busy 
weekend of railroading, seeing 
old acquaintances and making 
new ones among fellow PNR 6th 
Division members.  So, make 
tracks for Moose Jaw and plan 
to meet with us at Moose Tracks 

store where the ladies will be 
treated to a tour of this large 
ornate station and a wine tast-
ing session. 

Further information on clinics 
and contests will be announced 
on our website as they become 
available.  Check out our web-
site at “tcmrc.org ” as we will 
also publish updates and further 
details/photos of layout and pro-
totype tours. 

 As a matter of history, Moose 
Jaw exists due to the competi-
tion between CPR and CNR.  

(Continued from page 7) 
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on page 12 where Dale Sproule 
describes a rather unique build-
ing challenge that Calgarians 
(and friends) are working.   

Take a look at Dale’s  photo on 
page 10 and see what you can 

do.  As always if you have inter-
esting things to share, write 
and/or take pictures and send 
them along. See you in Moose 
Jaw!           

- Ron Gillies 

I would love to expand the size 
and content of Highball! over 
time but cost is prohibitive 
unless we can move a number 
of subscribers to electronic for-
mat.  If you haven't had a 
chance please take a look at our 
website (pnr.nmra.org/6div) and 
see what color does for the 
reading experience. 

In his column Superintendent 
Mike challenges us to submit 
interesting photos and at the 
bottom of page three is a pic-
ture of a  rare piece of rolling 
stock seen in the Lloydminster 
yards late last fall. 

Delivered new in 1958 CN D-108 
has an initial top speed of 90 
mph. Stored by Via in 1990 CN 
rebought the RDC-1 and after 
upgrades to turn her into a track 
inspection unit she returned to 
the rails in spring 2009. 

Another great challenge appears 

(Continued from page 3) 



2010 PNR Convention Review 
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The 2010 PNR convention 
(Cascadian International 2010) 
was held from September 15-19, 
2010 in Lynnwood, WA (suburb 
of Seattle) attracting 207 model-
ers:  

B.C.(20), Alberta (7), Oregon 
(32), Alaska (1), Montana (2), 
Washington (135). There were 
33 photo entries in 6 categories: 
Color Print (Prototype and 
Model), B&W Print (Prototype 
and Model) and Slides 
(Prototype and Model).  

There were 50 model entries in 
11 categories: Steam Locomo-
tives, Diesel, Electric and other 
Locomotives, Traction, Passen-
ger Cars, Freight Cars, Ca-
booses, Non-revenue equip-
ment, On-Line Structures, Off-
Line Structures, On-Line Dis-
plays, Off-Line Displays, and fi-
nally 45 AP entries with 23 of 
these receiving merit awards 
and 5 op sessions on 5 layouts  

The 14 committee members of 
the 4th Division, PNR, ran a 
GREAT 5 day program for a 
base price of $75 plus $35 for 
the Banquet.  

There were 22 home layouts 
available to see in a chartered 
buses costing $10 (great deal-
gas alone costs 10 bucks), some 
were repeated and 14 other 
open house layouts.  

This was my son Shawns’ first 
big convention and he really en-
joyed himself. We visited one of 
6 home layouts and a hobby 
shop Wednesday afternoon be-
fore attending the kick-off Ice 
Cream Social and Flea Market 
Wednesday evening.  

Thursday-Saturday saw over 40 
great clinics concentrating on 
skill and “how-to” and “make-
and-take”. Shawn and I now 
own a timber bridge we built 
together to be located on the 

front of my layout.  

Saturday evening was the con-
cluding Banquet and Sunday 
was a travel day. We took ad-
vantage of another layout of the 
many available that had not 
been offered as part of the con-
vention. 

WHY WAS THIS MEET A SUC-
CESS: ADVERTISING ADVERTIS-
ING AND ADVERTISING! Adver-
tising appeared in the print and 
electronic form over the bulk of 
an entire year!  

The committee responded to my 
questions in good time and con-
stant updates were available 
electronically keeping interested 
registrants informed almost 
daily. Isn’t the Internet great 
when used the way it was in-
tended? 

- Dale Sproule 

Lethbridge area report 
The Southern Alberta Model 
Railway Club is in full swing for 
the winter season. 
 
Over the summer mahogany 
skirting around the layout was 
completed by Eric Thomsen, 
Tom Sterenberg, and Tony Lee. 
 
Also, new control panels (10) 
were built for the layout.  Now 
the wiring crew led by new 
member Gary Brown and Dale 
Gloer are busy converting our 
layout to DCC only. Over the 
past several years the layout 
could be operated by DC or 

DCC. 
 
Work is proceeding with scenery 
on the prairie town. The club 
invested in several Rail Scale 
Miniature kits for this area. They 
are being built by Stu Wilcocks 
and Tom Sterenberg. These kits 
are limited edition as only 400 
of each kit is made.  
 
Also the scenery around Bain is 
getting a major upgrade by Sill 
Smienk along with some minor 
track changes by Doug Wing-
field. 
 

Newly elected officers for 2 
years include Harry Lubbers and 
Bill Smienk to go along with in-
cumbents Gary Brown, Stu Wil-
cocks and Doug Wingfield. 
 
A successful open house was 
held the third weekend of Octo-
ber, even the weather co-
operated.  
 
Our next open house in the third 
weekend in March.  

-Tony Lee 
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The 4th Annual Craftsman Struc-
tures Show (CSS2010) show 
was held in Mansfield, MA 
(suburb of Boston) from Nov 10-
14.  

The show is dedicated to Struc-
tures only of any scale. I at-
tended CSS08 with Jim Pilson 
from Sylvan Lake, this time I 
traveled with Tom Byers, re-
cently retired from Calgary to 
Vancouver Island and later 
meeting up with Geoff South-
wood from Calgary.  

Laurie Green and John Hunter 
(go to the friends link from 
www.lauriegreensweb.com) 
from Australia presented individ-
ual clinics. 

Tom and I arrived Monday eve-
ning Nov. 8 evening, picked up 
our rental car at the airport, 
ready for a Tuesday tour of the 
Fine Scale Miniatures (George 
Selios) layout plus hobby-
shopping. Tom had enrolled in 
all extra-fare clinics keeping him 
busy Wednesday. Each extra-
fare clinics is a 3 hour exhaus-
tive hands-on clinic hosted by 
well known modelers. I chose 
only 2 of these scattered 
throughout the week.  

The Thursday-Saturday events 
featured the reason I attend this 
kind of meet: One hour clinics in 
2 separate rooms (7am-6pm) 
separated by a ½ hour question 
and answer period or setup for 
the next clinic even running 
through the traditional lunch 
time noon break.  

I attended 33 clinics, most clin-

ics were moderately attended. 
This year a George Barrett pre-
sented a clinic on trucks. He is a 
walking encyclopedia on proto-
type trucks and how they apply 
to our hobby.  

Then there was the kit manufac-
turer hall presenting more kits 
than is humanly possible to build 
from 20+ manufacturers (Foss, 
South Model River Works, Out-

back Models, Paw of a Bear, and 
more) plus a selection of 20 
years of dioramas from noted 
builders Bob Mitchell and Ken 
Hamilton.  

If this wasn’t enough, there was 
the contest room with model 
entries in the square foot cate-
gory, Peanut Butter Lid Contest 
area, dioramas, and more.  

The Saturday evening Banquet 
saw a tearful tribute to a won-
derful modeler, Brian Nolan, 

noted modeler. 

 My observation of the show is 
that there were empty Manufac-
turer tables during the entire 
show and registration count was 
down - Two years ago 
(CSS2008) attendance was 309, 
up from CSS2007. This year the 
headcount was in the 210.  

Saturday Open House was horri-
bly attended, almost as if there 
was not attempt to advertise 
this Public Open House day to 
the public. With Boston in the 
centre of thousands of modelers 
I was surprised by the numbers.  

Are these numbers a result of 
the present economic problem?? 
- a reserved YES!  

The 4 main organizers for past 
CSS shows have gone separate 
ways with their vision of future 
CSS shows, too bad I say. What 
do you do with shrinking num-
ber of registrants and no re-
sponse to a public show? …
naturally you plan 2 separate 
shows weeks apart and divide 
the total folks available.  

There will not be a  CSS 2011. 
The Fine Scale Model Railroader 
Expo will be held October 13-15 
(www.modelrailroadexpo.com) 
and The Craftsman Structure 
Convention (www.csc11.net) will 
be held November 2-5. Even 
now there are plenty of an-
nounced plans on each web-site, 
worthy of your attention. 

- Dale Sproule 

Craftsman Structures Show report 
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Read about the CMT version of the Peanut 
Butter Lid Challenge on page 12 of this issue 



Welcome to Winter. 

It has been a dark and stormy 
night so far this winter so it 
should give us some opportuni-
ties for modeling, be it for your 
layout, a 
club layout 
or the 
NMRA 
Achieve-
ment Pro-
gram. 

My latest 
project is 
to com-
plete the 
Hanna, AB 
ice house 
complex 
with the 
addition of 
the freight 
shed lo-
cated at 
the west 
end of the 
icing plat-
form.  
 
At this 
writing the walls, windows and 
doors are complete. Next is the 
roof, shingles, trim, floor and 
wainscot. The ice house struc-
ture and platform are complete 
and they won a Merit Award in 
Edmonton at a 6th Division 
spring meet. I have made a set 
of drawings for the freight shed 
and would be glad to share 
them with anyone who feels 
they want to build it. In order to 
fit on my layout the freight shed 
was reduced in size from the 

prototype and I didn’t build the 
small metal structure between 
the ice house and the freight 
shed. 

A number of people in the 6th 

Division are working on their 
MMR designation and I would 
encourage anyone else who has 
thoughts about it to please con-
tact me or someone they know 
that is involved in the program. 
At Camrose last May we had a 
new entrant to the Achievement 
Program and I would encourage 
him to continue at Moose Jaw 
this year. 
 
A few of us only need one or 
two more Achievement Certifi-

cates to complete the MMR des-
ignation so look at work that 
others have done to keep up 
your inspiration  

to complete the work. Nothing 

would give me greater pleasure 
than to submit to PNR the final 
SOQ forms for your MMR. Let’s 
see if we can do at least one in 
2011. 
 
I am looking forward to Moose 
Jaw and any models entered 
there for a Merit Award. 
 

- Doug Wingfield 

 

 

Achievement Program  
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The Great Edmonton Model 
Train Show (GETS) was held in 
September, 2010.  The atten-
dance was over 6,200, up sig-
nificantly over last year.  A com-
plete model railroad was built 
during the show, and attracted 
considerable attention from the 
visitors as it came together.  
The finished layout was auc-
tioned, and the proceeds went 
to support a worthy charity. 

Plans are well underway for the 
2011 version, scheduled for the 
same weekend in September 
(17,18). 
 
The Operations Special Interest 
Group (OPSIG, www.opsig.org), 
the 6th Division, and the Ed-
monton Model Railroad Associa-
tion (www.emraonline.ca) spon-
sored the second biennial oper-
ating weekend, called Northern 
Rails.   
 

Visitors from the three western 
provinces gathered for three 
days of operating sessions on 
the EMRA layout and 5 home 
layouts in Edmonton, St. Albert, 
and Camrose. 
 
Cal Sexsmith presented a clinic 
on "Railway Traffic Control," de-
scribing methods of controlling 
trains on the prototype with 
modelling considerations. Mark 
Johnson discussed "Non-throttle 
Jobs," outlining some of the  
operating positions not directly 
involving running a train. 
 
The Edmonton Model Railroad 
Association continues to have 
"open operating sessions" each 
quarter, welcoming visitors who 
would like a chance to try a full-
fledged operating session on the 
club's large layout. Watch 
pnr.nmra.org for the dates of 
the sessions 

 
The Mainline Model Railroaders 
Fellowship (www.mmrf.ab.ca) 
has scheduled the annual MMRF 
Swap Meet for Saturday, May 7 
at the Central Lions Seniors Rec-
reation Centre from 9AM-Noon. 
This is always a great time to 
meet old friends and find new 
bargains. 
 
Finally, a local Edmonton man is 
looking for help evaluating rare 
HO models of the original Sie-
mens LRT cars (one painted for 
Edmonton, the other for Cal-
gary).  These were promotional 
models never offered for sale to 
the public, and are brand new, 
in the box, never run. 

 
If you'd like more information, 
contact me at  
Mark.Johnson@InfoHarvest.ca 
 
 

Edmonton area report 

 

The past CSS (Craftsman Scale 
Structure) shows in Boston of-
fered a Peanut Butter Lid Chal-
lenge so I then suggested the 
same idea out to members of 
The Calgary Model Trainmen’s 
Club.  

This fun participation idea is not 
a contest. Rules are quite simple 
in that a mini-scene be built on 
top of a large 4 inch Peanut But-
ter Container Lid.  

Rules are quite simple: (1) En-
trant does not have to actually 

eat all the Peanut Butter, just 
use the lid as a base (2) There 
is no limit to the number of en-
tries or scale (3) Limiting factor 
is the 4 inch diameter without 
any limit to the vertical dimen-
sion (5) Each modeler is encour-
aged to say a few words about 
each entry submitted in May, 
2011. 

The Peanut Butter Lid Challenge 
might be an idea to be included 
into each upcoming 6th Division 
Meet. Years ago there the 
10,000 square foot Diorama 

building category which was of-
fered at each 6th Division Meet 
has been forgotten about!  

Personally I’d like to see one or 
both of these ideas brought 
back to the 6th Division in an 
effort to bolster overall registra-
tion numbers.  An idea of this 
concept is seen at www.railroad-
line.com/forum/topic.asp?
TOPIC_ID=14991 

- Dale Sproule 

 CMT Peanut butter lid challenge 
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Feb 13 (Sun), Vancouver, BC  

Mt Pleasant Lions Club Model Railroad Show Mt Pleasant 

Elementary School, 2300 Guelph St. 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM Ad-

mission by Donation Info:- Sarah at 604-738-4647 or 

sarah@vanmtplions.com 

Feb 19-20, Portland, OR  

Great Train Expo. Large train and toy marketplaces, operating 

layouts and displays, workshops and demonstrations. Info:- 

www.greattrainexpo.com 

Feb 19 (Sat), Spokane, WA  

River City Modelers Club Open House. 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM at 

1130 E. Sprague Ave. Info:- Shirley or Bob Sample at 509-292-

8332, cell 509-991-2317, 

shirley.sample@northwesterntrailways.com 

Feb 20 (Sun), Spokane, WA  

River City Modelers Model Railroad Train Show, 9:30 am to 

3:30 pm, Spokane Community College, Lair Bldg., Mission and 

Greene Streets, Spokane, WA. $5 for adults, $3 for 11 to 16 

years of age, 10 & under free with an adult. Info:- Shirley or 

Bob Sample, P.O. Box 314, Elk, WA 99009-0314, 509-292-8332 

or 509-991-2317 or via email: 

shirley.sample@northwesterntrailways.com 

Feb 25 - Mar 6, Anchorage, AK  

The annual Anchorage Winter Festival, known as the Fur Ren-

dezvous will have Model Railroad Displays at the Alaska Rail-

road Depot from 9AM to 6PM. The Northern Lights Model 

Railroad, located in Russian Jack Springs Park, 5200 Debarr 

Rd. will also be displaying their Model Railroad on both week-

ends from 5 to 8 PM on Fridays and Noon to 5 PM on Saturday 

and Sunday. Info:- Marty Quaas, (907) 355-7414, e-mail 

cswrrceo@mtaonline.net 

Feb 26-27, Saskatoon, SK  

All Aboard 2011, Western Development Museum. Saturday 9-

5:30, Sunday 9-4:30. Layouts, Vendors, and Videos. Consign-

ment sale on Saturday. Info:- www.prairierailworkshop.com 

Feb 27 (Sun), Calgary, AB  

CMRS Spring Mini Meet & Annual CMT Flea Market. Glen-

more Inn. Flea market 9:00 AM - Noon Vendors $20, CMRS 

members $2, others $5, Mini Meet 10:30 - 3:30 Info:- Swap 

meet: Brookes Harrow 403-201-4937, bharrow@nucleus.com; 

Mini meet: Marvin Burk, 403-995-3319, burkpm@telus.net, 

www.calgarymodelrailway.ca/mini-meets.html 

Mar 12 (Sat), Portland, OR  

The Willamette Model Railroad Club presents 26th Annual 

Model Railroad Swap Meet at the Kliever Memorial Armory 

10000 NE 33rd Ave. Portland, OR 10am to 3pm, Admission 

$5.00, under 12 free. Info:- Steve Cook 503-309-9543 or 503-

236-1481, E-mail Stephen.cook@comcast.net 

Mar 20 (Sun), Burnaby, BC  

Western Rails 2011. Displays and models of all kinds - Ride the 

indoor Miniature Train Collectables, photos, time tables, keys, 

locks, lanterns, buttons, china, telegraph equipment and much 

much more. Cameron Recreation Center, 9523 Cameron St. 9 

am to 4 pm. Admittance: (cash only): Senior (60+) $2.00 Adult 

(16-59) $3.00 Child (under 6) Free Family $6.00 (Maximum 2 

Adults, 3 Youth) Info:- westernrails@wcra.org 604-484-2791. 

Mar 27 (Sun), Nanaimo, BC  

27th Annual Vancouver Island Spring Model Railroad Show, 

Beban Park Rec. Center 2300 Bowen Road, 10:00 AM - 4:00 

PM, Operating Layouts, Swap & Shop Tables, Retail Sales 

Model Contests (Popular Vote) Admission (cash only), $3.00 

NMRA member, $5.00 non member, $10.00 family, $4.00 sen-

iors, Child (6-12) - $ 1.00. Info:- Ken Rutherford 

kj.rutherford@shaw.ca, (250) 724-4698 or Rick Lord (250) 724-

4205 

 

Apr 16-17, Calgary, AB  

SUPERTRAIN 2011 Canada's Biggest and Best Annual Model 

Train Show. 9 AM til 5 PM both days. Subway Soccer Centre, 

7000 - 48 Street SE. Calgary FREE PARKING Adult - $10, 

Youth (6-12) - $5, under 6 - free Over 60,000 sq. ft. of operating 

layouts, displays, railroad art, hobby shops, model manufactur-

ers (some new this year), demonstrations, clinics, Lego and 

Thomas Play Area, garden railways, ride-on trains, and much 

more. Info:- www.supertrain.ca or info@supertrain.ca 

May 7 (Sat), Edmonton, AB  

MMRF Annual Swap Meet: Central Lion's Senior Citizens Rec-

reation Centre 11113 113 St. 9AM-Noon, Admission $2, tables 

$20, $15 for MMRF members. Info :- Ron Boyer, 780-466-2670, 

www.mmrf.ab.ca 

 

May 19-23  Moose Jaw, SK 

Moose Tracks 2011.  6th Division spring meet in Moose Jaw 

SK.  See this issue’s cover story for information and registra-

tion form 

 

Jul 3-9, Sacramento, CA  

NMRA National Convention - EXTRA 2011 WEST. Sacra-

mento will be the home of the combined 2011 National Conven-

tions of the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) and 

the National Association of S Gaugers (NASG). That's right - 

two national conventions in one. The EXTRA 2011 WEST 

CONVENTION promises to be The Unconventional Conven-

tion! Info:- www.x2011west.org 

 

Modeller’s Calendar     To add your activities to the PNR Switchlist Timetable or PNR web page, contact the 
                                                                                  Timetable Editor, Mark Johnson at (780) 436-2480,timetable@pnr.nmra.org  
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