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richpitter@aol.com or send me mail at 2430
Northampton, Eugene, OR 97404.

First Division Business & Information
By Rich Pitter, Superintendent
Pacific Northwest Region's Third Division
recently had to cancel its planned PNR
Convention, which was scheduled to be a
virtual convention on four consecutive
Saturdays in August of this year. They did so
because of too many unresolved technical
issues in conducting a virtual convention. I
understand their decision and applaud their
attempt to boldly go where PNR has not gone
before.

Editor’s Report
By Charlie Hutto
Spring is in the air! As I am typing this, it is
close to 80 degrees outside, I have a tri-tip
roast on the grill, and am quite comfortable in
shorts and a t-shirt.
It appears that mask and social distancing
requirements are starting to drop. I know we
have all been looking forward to that for more
than a year. In a few days, we have a “live”
meeting scheduled to discuss the PNR
Convention next May in Eugene. It will be
great to see members of First Division in
person, not over Zoom, and without a mask.

Meanwhile, First Division has moved forward
with our in-person PNR Convention for 2022.
If you retain a long-term memory, you may
recall that our attempt to host the convention in
April, 2020, crashed and burned when the
coronavirus pandemic flared up across our
region. Surprisingly to me, we were able to
bow out of our financial commitments with no
losses. However, hosting the PNR Convention
every seventh year is our principal source of
revenue in support of our operations for the
ensuing years. Back in 2020, the PNR Board
of Directors granted First Division the
convention for 2022.

I am looking forward to our first division minimeet since October of 2019, look for more
information about that in the coming weeks and
months.
I am looking forward to railroad swap meets.
As I have (slowly) been working on my
Quartzville Railroad pike, all kinds of needs
have arisen. Detail parts, scenery materials,
rolling stock. Not sure how much money will
leave my wallet, but I expect it will be a decent
amount.

We are optimistic that we will be able to host
the PNR Convention next spring. We plan to
host the convention on Wednesday through
Saturday, May 11-14, 2022. We worked with
the Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club
to dovetail with the Eugene Swap Meet and
Train Show at the fairgrounds because our two
groups could not get the necessary time-slots
at our venues. Maybe we'll be able to work this
out someday in the future.

You may notice that this issue is a little bit thin.
I appreciate the contributions of Rich and Gary.
For our next edition (scheduled for August),
feel free to send in some pictures, or write
something up. It will benefit all of our
members.

The Convention Committee is now moving
forward with planning meetings. For the
immediate future, these will be held virtually.
We welcome new volunteers to join in the
planning and presentation of our upcoming
PNR Convention. If you are interested in
helping, please contact me at

Please contact me with any comments or
questions. My email address is
charliehutto@hotmail.com .
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Gary Thomas sent in the following, including
some detailed information about his United
States Military Rail Road.
Here is a layout I built years ago based on the
ACW steam age! I am currently working on a 5'
x 8' walk around ACW with DCC! I will try to
send more pics in the future as it develops! I
have include one of a corner of the layout! All
buildings lit with interior details! Work in
progress!
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Rich Pitter sent in the following projects he has
been working on the last few months:

This kit by Bar Mills was included in a limitededition tribute to George Sellios. The foundry,
still awaiting finishing touches, is distinctive
because of its sagging roof.

Two views of Bar Mills Models' Babcock
Boilers, which I renamed Bonanza Boilers. I
put the four sides together backwards so I had
to scratchbuild a cantilevered window addition
to hide a door that should have worked for the
loading dock. "Hide your mistakes," Jim Vail
would say, but I don't think ivy running up a
crooked corner is what would work here.

The Sierra West Models Machine Shop is
moving along, though slowly. Here are photos
of the walls and floor (lots of board-on-board
work), the outhouse (actually taken from
another kit that I thought worked better), the
water tower and a hoist.
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Sometimes, there's lots of latitude (such as in
scenery), and sometimes it takes some
planning to do things right. The late Jim Vail
once said that part of the game is learning how
to hide your mistakes.

What Kind of Model Railroader Are
You?
By Rich Pitter

Getting back to my opening question, it doesn't
matter what you like most, you can do that as a
model railroader. Along the way, you will either
want to pick up additional skills, or ask friends
to help you. And another thing, which was
brought to my attention by Jeroen Gerritsen,
First Division's Achievement Program Chair:
models don't need to get merit awards to be
showpieces.

There is no wrong answer. There are lots of
answers, but it is good to know what kind you
are.
Model Railroader published an article on a
basement layout built by a friend of mine back
east. My friend is a railfan and built his layout
so he could sit back and watch his trains run.
He modeled part of the Pennsylvania Railroad
as he remembered it growing up, and in the
process put lots of effort into structures and
scenery, not to mention trackwork and
electronics. His layout has a long, continuous
main line with passing sidings, yards, and
industry for when he or his visitors want to do
more operations, but his principal focus was to
watch his trains run. He has achieved his goal.

First Division Elections
Next month, regular and life members of
NMRA who reside within our region boundaries
will receive ballots to elect a new Supervisor
and six members to the Board of Directors.

When First Division member Ed Schaenzer
retired, his wife asked him what he wanted to
do. He wanted to become a Master Model
Railroader. He studied the requirements and
learned how to build models that earned Merit
Awards, then he earned the prerequisite
number of achievement certificates and is now
known as Ed Schaenzer, MMR in model
railroading. He is an active participant in First
Division, although he no longer holds office or
committee assignments. His garage is filled
with a large On30 layout containing dozens of
highly detailed structures and train cars which
not only earned Merit Awards, but also earned
a wall full of first place and best-of-show
plaques at conventions.

It is not too late for you to join the list of
nominees. In fact, we currently have only four
nominees for six Board positions. The work is
not hard, and lately we have held board
meetings online via Zoom, which eliminates
travel while maintaining social distancing.
When we are able to resume our mini-meets,
board meetings will be held immediately after
the mini-meets. If you would like to run for
Supervisor or Board Member, contact Rich
Pitter at richpitter@aol.com or 2430
Northampton, Eugene, OR 97404.

If you want to earn Merit Awards, achievement
certificates, and the MMR, go ahead. It can be
lots of fun. Model building, whether kits, kitbashing, or building from scratch with a little
help from commercially available parts,
involves honing your skills in fundamental
concepts, such as cementing joints square and
true, painting, decaling, and weathering.
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Local Railroad Clubs

Superintendent - Rich Pitter richpitter@aol.com

The Atlantic & Pacific N-gineers meet near
downtown Junction City. For information,
contact Mike Adams at mdadams006@aol.com
or 541-913-5865.

Assistant Superintendent - Christopher Jones LLLandCIJ@aol.com

The Corvallis Society of Model Engineers
meets in Adair Village, about 6 miles north of
downtown Corvallis on Highway 99W. For
information, visit club website at
www.csme1959.org.

Treasurer - Charlie Hutto charliehutto@hotmail.com
Chief Clerk - Open

The Eastern Cascades Model Railroad Club
and the associated Live Steamers meet in
Bend. Info: www.ecmrr.org or (541) 317-1545.

First Division Board Members
Gary Decker - garyandbeckyd@gmail.com
Jim Crueger - jim.crueger@gmail.com
Christopher Jones - LLLandCIJ@aol.com
Charlie Hutto - charliehutto@hotmail.com
Dean Seehawer - deanseehawer@gmail.com

The Crooked River Railroad Club meets in
the Crook County Fairgrounds, Prineville.
Contact Jim Davis at (503) 396-0160 or Jim
Van Voorhees (541) 408-4526
The Rogue Valley Model Railroad Club
meets in Medford. For information, contact
Ron Harten at sprucerr@hughes.net or Bruce
Kelly at wilmingtonnorthern@sprynet.com.

Committee Chairs
Achievement Program Chair - Jeroen Gerritsen
- jeroeno.gerritsen@gmail.com

The South Coast Train Club holds meetings
in Coos Bay. It is a 100% NMRA club.
Contact Peter Brandt at pcb904@gmail.com.

Education Chair - Open
Favorite Model Contest Chair - Gary Decker garyandbeckyd@gmail.com

The Umpqua Valley Model Railroad Club
meets in Roseburg, OR. For information,
contact Dave Olson at dolson3265@msn.com.

Brakeman's Rag Editor - Charlie Hutto charliehutto@hotmail.com

The Willamette Cascade Model Railroad
Club meets in Springfield. For information,
contact Lee Temple at ttandt@ram-mail.com.

Webmaster - Charlie Hutto charliehutto@hotmail.com

The Yaquina Northern Railroad Club meets
in Newport. For information, contact Bill Bain at
(541) 961-0600.

Membership Chair - Open
Office Manager - Jim Van Delden genjvan@msn.com

The Lane Society of Model Engineers meets
in Junction City. For information, contact Ted
Kruysman at dutchspeedster@gmail.com .
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The Brakeman’s Rag is the newsletter of First Division, Pacific Northwest Region, National Model
Railroad Association. The newsletter is published quarterly. All NMRA members residing within the
counties of Benton, Coos, Crook, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas, Jackson, Josephine, Klamath, Lane,
Lincoln, and Linn in Oregon are considered to be First Division members.
The Brakeman’s Rag is transmitted by email and posted on our web page. Members who do not
have email service receive the newsletter by U.S. Mail. First Division members who want to write
articles are welcome to contact the Editor and discuss matters. You may also send a photo and
caption of something you built or detailed to the Editor. Material from outside the Division is selected
to fill empty space and to advance model railroading for our readers.

Leaders of model railroad groups who want free advertisement of their activities, should send info for
the following four months two weeks prior to the beginning of every third month of the calendar year.

Commercial
Club
Classified
Individual RR Pike

Advertising rates for one year are:
2 x 3 1/2”
3 x 3 1/2”
$24.00
$36.00
$20.00
$30.00
$16.00
$24.00
$12.00
$18.00

Paid Advertisements
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4 x 3 1/2”
$48.00
$40.00
$32.00
$24.00

