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Superintendent’s Report 
By Rich Pitter 

Because of coronavirus disease in the United 
States, we canceled our April 21-24 Pacific 
Northwest Region Convention at the Valley 
River Inn in Eugene.  For the planning 
committee, it was understandable yet 
discouraging.  The group had spent 
considerable time arranging clinics, layout 
tours, hotel accommodations, and other 
details.  At conventions, people who have 
contributed to the event are acknowledged in 
the convention program.  We canceled the 
event prior to producing a program, so I 
acknowledge their efforts here.  First Division 
convention committee members and helpers 
include the following: 

• Elaine Crueger 

• Jim Crueger 

• Gary Decker 

• Bob Estes 

• Jeroen Gerritsen 

• Aaron Gibbens 

• Charlie Hutto 

• Charles Johnson 

• Christopher Jones 

• Dirk Kruysman 

• Ted Kruysman 

• Nick Lehrbach 

• Lachlan MacKinnon 

• Gene Neville 

• Brian Orysen 

• Ed Schaenzer 

• Dean Seehawer 

• Jim Van Delden 

We also had help from: 

• Kurt Laidlaw, 4th Division (PNR 
President) 

• Linda Norris, Eugene, Cascade & Coast 

• Jeri McPherson, Valley River Inn 

• Juanita Metzler, Eugene, Cascade & 
Coast 

• Jeff Schultz, 2nd Division 

• Larry Sebelley, 7th Division (PNR 
Convention Chair) 

• Lori Sebelley, 7th Division 

We received a supply of laser-cut MOW Shed 
kits from Motrak Models and donations from 
Mac's Tracks of Roseburg, both of which will 
be stored until we host the convention.  The 
PNR Board approved First Division to host the 
convention in 2022.  We are looking for some 
additional First Division members to step up to 
assist in pulling off a great convention.  If you 
are interested, contact me at 
richpitter@aol.com. 

Thank you, 

Rich Pitter, Convention Chair 

Editor’s Report 
By Charlie Hutto 

I’ve heard the phrase many times that First 
Division is big.  I’m a numbers guy, so I found 
out just how big we are, geographically. 

First Division includes 12 (relatively) rural 
counties in Oregon, with a total size of 33,119 
square miles.  How does that compare?  We 
are bigger than 12 states: 

State Square Miles 

Maine 30,865 

South Carolina 30,111 

West Virginia 24,087 

Maryland 9,775 

Vermont 9,249 

New Hampshire 8,969 

Massachusetts 7,838 

New Jersey 7,419 

Hawaii 6,423 

Connecticut 4,845 

Delaware 1,955 

Rhode Island 1,034 

 

We are bigger than 31 European countries, 10 
African countries, and 17 Asian countries (not 
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counting island nations).  We are bigger than 
Sierra Leone, Austria, Panama, and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Next time, I hope to show a map of how our 
members are distributed throughout our 
Division. 

Note on this edition of the Brakeman’s Rag 

A few weeks ago, Rich put out a call for 
members to let us know what they have been 
modeling over the last few months of stay-at-
home orders.  The response was nothing short 
of overwhelming, and I do not have enough 
space to include all the submissions. 

The rest of the content of this edition is 
provided by you, First Division members.  All 
photos provided by the submitters. 

If you don’t see your submission in this edition, 
look for it in future issues.  Also, if you did not 
receive a “thank you” email from me, that 
means I probably didn’t receive your pictures, 
so please re-send them.  Your input is 
appreciated, and there is no intent on my part 
to miss anybody.  My email address is 
charliehutto@hotmail.com . 

Jim Davenport sent in some pictures of his 
new HO layout he is working on for mall 
shows: 
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Mark is finishing up the Pro Patria Mill (HO 
scale), for his HOn3, Rico Yard layout.  He 
models in HO, the Kettle Valley Railroad. 

 

 

Trent Kulm has been spending my quarantine 
time doing house chores and building a N-
Scale layout.  He says “it has been a fun 
project and I had everything to build it before 
the epidemic, just not the time.” 

His wife kindly let him take over the dining 
room so we could hang out together for the 40 
plus day lockdown and watch TV together, 
while I work on the train set. 

He used two inch foam board, measuring 4 
feet by 6 1/2 feet. Cut down the center long 
ways, it can be transported to shows easily. 

The mountains are made from chicken wire, 
screwed to the foam board with some wood 
dowel and boards for support and extra 
strength.  He used shop towels mixed with 50 
percent Elmer's glue and 50 percent water, and 
it dried in about three days and is hard as a 
rock, lightweight and portable. Later this 
month, he will build a separate base out of 
metal that it can be put into for stability and 
looks for the train shows.  

“It was a really fun and challenge build, that 
kept my mind in this stressful time from getting 
overly worried.” 
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Jeff Johnson writes: 

Berrian Solvents is our latest HO scale kit 
bashing project by my wife, Pam Berrian, who 
is a terrific modeler, and me, as done for our 
Sugar Pine Lumber Company layout. It 
includes an IHC Freight Station, No. 7785, an 
ICH Country Church, No. 4014 and a Walthers 
Cornerstone Big Grain Storage Bin, No. 933-
3123, plus some PVC pipe storage tanks. The 
grain bin and cylindrical tanks are designed to 
help conceal the second-deck support brackets 
for this part of our double-deck layout. To help 
make it taller the large bin sits on a -inch foam 
base fitted with wood retaining walls. 

 

The church-specific parts of the church kit were 
eliminated and the building was joined to the 
two-story part of the freighthouse kit to expand 
its size, and the rooftop water tank was from 
the random parts box. According to the story 
the company owner, weird cousin Franklin 
Berrian, doesn’t talk to anyone so no one 
knows exactly what’s produced at the factory. 
Pam is a city government employee so she 
figured a hazmat-type facility would be perfect 
for Berrian Vista, “her” town on the layout. The 
hazmat inspiration resulted in the visually beat-
up, old and leaky nature of the company. 

 

Of course there are freight cars in dedicated 
service for the company, based on an Accurail 
boxcar and an Athearn tank car, with custom-
printed decals. 
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Toby (almost 12 years old) is homeschooled, 
so his education schedule hasn't changed any 
due to the pandemic.  

However, art class is inclusive of model 
railroad projects, as it truly is an art to be 
appreciated. 

Recently, fellow NMRA member Christopher 
dropped off a few builds to lift Toby's spirits 
and keep him active in his favorite activity. 

 

 

 

Sharing While We Are Apart 
Rich Pitter 

The pandemic has affected NMRA meetings as 
well as virtually every type of gathering the 
past two months.  I'm looking forward to the 
easing of restrictions and to return to normalcy, 
but in the meantime members of First Division 
can share what we are doing with each other 
and hopefully inspire others.  When I am 
focusing on gluing that tiny piece in place on a 
model, with the aid of my visual enhancement, 
my problem is difficult yet addressable and 
ultimately resolvable, so the problems that 
abound in the world outside are temporarily 
faint, distant, and not paramount on my mind 
for awhile.  So, modeling is how I maintain my 
sanity.  Perhaps it works for you, as well. 

Earlier in May, faced with little material for the 
Brakeman's Rag, I sent a request to everyone 
in First Division who has email.  I asked 
members to share photos or short articles 
about what they are working on in their model 
railroading.  The immediate response was 
great, and our Editor, Charlie Hutto, may not 
be able to squeeze everything in to one issue, 
but I encourage you to continue to send him 
photos and articles on your modeling so we 
can continue this thread into the future. 

For those who use email but did not hear from 
me, NMRA does not have your valid email 
address.  You are missing out on benefits that 
you paid for and could be receiving.  Please 
contact NMRA with your correct email address.  
For anyone without email access, you can mail 
your articles to me and I will forward them to 
Charlie.  My address is: Rich Pitter, 2430 
Northampton, Eugene, OR 97404. 

This is a sharing opportunity, not a contest.  
You can submit as many photos and articles as 
often as you want.  Models may be complete or 
incomplete.  You have an opportunity share 
what you have done and to ask for guidance or 
advice on specific items. 

Thank you for participating. 
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AP in the Time of Social Distancing 
Jeroen Gerritsen 

With the shutdown continuing, at least partially, 
we have all had more time for modeling. That 
means, it’s also an opportunity to rack up AP 
merit awards for models you’ve been working 
on!  Remember, this is how you get recognition 
for the skills you are developing in the hobby, 
as well as important feedback for improving 
your skills. 

So how do we do this with everything shut 
down? Although things are starting to relax 
some, it looks like it will be fall or later before 
there are any Division or Regional meets in the 
area. It turns out, the AP program allows for 
remote evaluation, and with internet access 
and videoconferencing, it’s getting easier all 
the time!  We are following the leads of the 
Pacific Coast Region (PCR) and our Division 4, 
and many of the descriptions below are from 
PCR’s notice on remote evaluation. 

For information on AP categories and award 
requirements, please visit the NMRA website: 

https://www.nmra.org/education/achievement-
program .  

Evaluations and Judging Process 

In general, the format is for you to prepare the 
documentation as you would normally for a 
contest entry or Statement of Qualifications 
and then add photos or a video showing the 
details. Evaluation will be done by reviewing 
the supplied materials. You may be asked to 
do a video call to clarify some items. We are 
starting with evaluation of Cars, Structures, 
Engineering-Electrical, and Golden Spike to 
gain some experience with the process.  After 
a month or two, we will expand to Scenery, 
Engineering – Civil, and Motive Power, all of 
which will probably require videos.  Instructions 
for those will be in a forthcoming Brakeman’s 
Rag.  

The AP awards for Chief Dispatcher, 
Association Volunteer, Association Official, and 
Model Railroad Author don’t require evaluation 
or pictures, only proper documentation (see the 
respective SOQ’s at the NMRA website), and 
submission to the Division (or Regional) AP 
chair. 

Golden Spike Award 

The Golden Spike Award is an introductory 
award in the AP and almost anyone who has 
built a layout, or a set of modules, will qualify 
for this award. From a high level, what you 
need to qualify is to display six items of rolling 
stock, show the completion of sections of 
model railroad setting, show completion of 
three different kinds of trackwork, and electrical 
operation. Once you have verified that you 
have met the requirements, here’s how to 
arrange review:  

• Prepare a summary of your items that 
satisfy the requirements. This can be in an 
outline form. 

• Using the summary as a script, create 
either: 1) a cell phone video showing each 
of the items; or 2) a series of photos 
showing the items, and continuity between 
them. Use good lighting, try to use a steady 
hand, tripod, or unipod, and pause at key 
features. After recording, check that 
everything is reasonably visible. 

• Post the video on YouTube or email to the 
AP Chair. 

• Submit a PDF of the paperwork (Statement 
of Qualifications) to the AP Chair. 

• The evaluators will review the paperwork, 
watch the video or images, and assuming 
all the requirements have been met, sign 
the Golden Spike Award form and return it 
to you. 
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Master Builder - Cars and Master Builder - 
Structures 

In addition to the standard contest paperwork, 
prepare a sufficient number of color 
photographs to show the features of the model 
and the details.  In the description, make sure 
to tell the evaluators what you were trying to 
do, and how you did it, including how you 
resolved or worked around issues and 
problems (or not!). Remember, it’s not a 
contest where the judges have 5 minutes to 
look at your model and then move on, BUT - 
no one wants to read a book either. 

• The photos can be taken with a smartphone 
camera. Ensure there is enough light to 
produce a good, focused image. 

• Use an uncluttered background; some 
modelers set up a curved sheet of poster 
board, pieces of foam core board, a drop 
cloth or bedsheet. 

• When these items are ready, contact the 
AP Chair of your Division by phone or e-
mail to arrange submission. Photos and 
videos can be emailed, transferred using a 
cloud storage system, or sent on a memory 
stick. The AP Chair and evaluators will 
review the submission and return a 
completed judging form to you. As 
mentioned above, we may also want to 
have a video call with you. 

Model Railroad Engineer - Electrical  

In addition to the Statement of Qualifications 
form and associated paperwork, prepare 
photos or diagrams sufficient to document the 
items you are demonstrating.  

• A demonstration also can be done using a 
video conference call (such as Zoom, 
Facetime, Google Meet or other) with 
advance arrangements. Contact your 
Division’s AP Chair. 

• See the notes on images, and the 
submission procedure, described above for 
Cars and Structures.  

Contact / Where to send Information 
Jeroen Gerritsen, Division 1 AP Chair 
jeroeno.gerritsen@gmail.com 
410 303-1547 

 

Nick Lehrbach has been working on two 
projects: 

The building is the new office of the Coos Bay 
Lumber Co. and was kit-bashed from some 
Campbell parts I had laying around. 

The logging camp car was scratch built and will 
replace a similar car at Headquarters Camp on 
Eden Ridge for the Coos Bay Lumber Co. 
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First Division Officers 

Superintendent - Rich Pitter - 
richpitter@aol.com 

Assistant Superintendent - Christopher Jones - 
LLLandCIJ@aol.com 

Treasurer - Charlie Hutto - 
charliehutto@hotmail.com 

Chief Clerk - Open 

 

First Division Board Members 

Paul West - paul@safety-directions.com 
Gary Decker - garyandbeckyd@gmail.com 
Jim Crueger - jim.crueger@gmail.com 
Christopher Jones - LLLandCIJ@aol.com 
Charlie Hutto - charliehutto@hotmail.com 
Dean Seehawer - deanseehawer@gmail.com 
 

Committee Chairs 

Achievement Program Chair - Jeroen Gerritsen 
- jeroeno.gerritsen@gmail.com 

Education Chair - Open 

Favorite Model Contest Chair - Gary Decker - 
garyandbeckyd@gmail.com 

Brakeman's Rag Editor - Charlie Hutto - 
charliehutto@hotmail.com 

Webmaster - Charlie Hutto - 
charliehutto@hotmail.com 

Membership Chair - Open 

Office Manager - Jim Van Delden - 
genjvan@msn.com 

 

 

Local Railroad Clubs 

The Atlantic & Pacific N-gineers meet near 
downtown Junction City.  For information, 
contact Mike Adams at mdadams006@aol.com 
or 541-913-5865. 

The Corvallis Society of Model Engineers 
meets in Adair Village, about 6 miles north of 
downtown Corvallis on Highway 99W.  For 
information, visit club website at 
www.csme1959.org. 

The Eastern Cascades Model Railroad Club 
and the associated Live Steamers meet in 
Bend. Info: www.ecmrr.org or (541) 317-1545. 

The Crooked River Railroad Club meets in 
the Crook County Fairgrounds, Prineville.  
Contact Jim Davis at (503) 396-0160 or Jim 
Van Voorhees (541) 408-4526 

The Rogue Valley Model Railroad Club 
meets in Medford.  For information, contact 
Ron Harten at sprucerr@hughes.net or Bruce 
Kelly at wilmingtonnorthern@sprynet.com. 

The South Coast Train Club holds meetings 
in Coos Bay.  It is a 100% NMRA club.  
Contact Peter Brandt at pcb904@gmail.com. 

The Umpqua Valley Model Railroad Club 
meets in Roseburg, OR.   It is a 100% MMRA 
club.  For information, contact Nick Lehrbach at 
lehrbach@rosenet.net. 

The Willamette Cascade Model Railroad 
Club meets in Springfield.  For information, 
contact Lee Temple at ttandt@ram-mail.com. 

The Yaquina Northern Railroad Club meets 
every Wednesday evening at 6:30pm in 
Newport, in the basement of the local radio 
station where their permanent layout is located.  
The address is adjacent to 517 SW 9th St, 
across the street from the Pig-N-Pancake 
restaurant.  For information, contact Bill Bain at 
(541) 961-0600. 
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The Brakeman’s Rag is the newsletter of First Division, Pacific Northwest Region, National Model 
Railroad Association.  The newsletter is published quarterly.  All NMRA members residing within the 
counties of Benton, Coos, Crook, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas, Jackson, Josephine, Klamath, Lane, 
Lincoln, and Linn in Oregon are considered to be First Division members. 

The Brakeman’s Rag is transmitted by email and posted on our web page.  Members who do not 
have email service receive the newsletter by U.S. Mail.  First Division members who want to write 
articles are welcome to contact the Editor and discuss matters.  You may also send a photo and 
caption of something you built or detailed to the Editor.  Material from outside the Division is selected 
to fill empty space and to advance model railroading for our readers. 

 

Leaders of model railroad groups who want free advertisement of their activities, should send info for 
the following four months two weeks prior to the beginning of every third month of the calendar year. 

Advertising rates for one year are: 

 2 x 3 1/2” 3 x 3 1/2” 4 x 3 1/2” 

Commercial $24.00 $36.00 $48.00 

Club $20.00 $30.00 $40.00 

Classified $16.00 $24.00 $32.00 

Individual RR Pike $12.00 $18.00 $24.00 

 

Paid Advertisements 

 

 

 

 

 

 


