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N

ick Lehrbach and the Rogue Valley Model
Railroad Club hosted the First Division spring
Mini-Meet at the Douglas County Library in
Roseburg in April.
Heather Clark, a professional model railroad
equipment painter and owner of The Train Room,
presented some of her scale models. She talked about
how she takes brass models, including steam
locomotives and passenger cars, and modifies them to
closely resemble prototype equipment. She answered
questions from the audience on details of how she
solders models. She uses a variety of soldering irons
and a resistance soldering unit. Her choice of soldering
device depends on the job at hand.

The model contest winners were as follows:
Structure: Rich Pitter;

Roger Rasmussen, owner of Coachman’s, showed
how he makes his conifer tree kits and demonstrated
how to build conifer trees from his kits.

Miscellaneous: Nick Lehrbach; and

Rolling Stock: Scott Rouse.

Ed Schaenzer gave a presentation that included two
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standards.
I started with a canned 4 ft by 8 ft plan from a wellknown book of layout plans. When I read the standards
for a basic layout, which are included in the Civil
Engineer award, I found that there were ways to
improve this plan! I did so, and as my understanding of
model railroading grew--especially of operations--I
was pleased with what I accomplished for my layout as
a result of simply following those guidelines. Indeed, I
found this to be true of every one of the AP awards I
have earned.
How about you? Do you want to be a better model
railroader? You can learn from other members, but
better still, you can know that what you have learned
and done is worthy by evaluating your efforts against
the NMRA achievement program guidelines. Do you
have your own layout? Many model railroaders do not;
they often belong to a club which may either have a
large layout which they share or a modular layout where
they contribute a specific self-contained part of the
assembled whole. It is possible for you to build track
work, scenery, structures, cars, and engines following a
theme you like. In every case, your efforts will be better
by following the NMRA AP guidelines and striving to
meet standards of Achievement Awards.
Several of the AP awards require you to build
things; i.e. cars, locomotives, structures, scenery, track,
and electrical circuits. These are things that most model
railroaders do as part of the hobby. Provided in the
information about each of the appropriate awards is an
evaluation matrix. The intent of this is to standardize the
way such work is evaluated. That is; your work is
evaluated based on published standards, not judged at
the whim of the someone assigned to the task! You can
use this evaluation matrix to determine if your effort is
ready to submit for a Merit Award. If you are hesitant,
just ask another knowledgeable modeler to use the
matrix to evaluate what you have done. When you feel
your work is ready, bring it to one of our First Division
Mini-Meets. Members there are authorized to formally
evaluate your work and make it official, by applying the
same evaluation matrix you used to get your item ready.
And if it is not awarded the certificate, they will give
you helpful advice on ways to improve it. With a little
additional work, it will earn a certificate the next time.
As an example of the evaluation matrix from the AP
award for Structures, the next page shows the portion
related to scratch building. Note the guiding descriptive
words. This is typical of AP Evaluations. It is easy to
understand and provides uniformity in the way entries
are evaluated.

Statistics Are Interesting
Glenn Edmison, First Division AP Program Chair

I

was asked by our newsletter Editor to write a series
of articles to help our members earn NMRA
Achievement Awards. This seemed to be a
reasonable request and one of my responsibilities our
AP Chair. Before I began, however, I wanted a clearer
picture of what our members had already accomplished.
I requested information about who had already earned
what awards from Jack Hamilton, long time Pacific
Northwest Region AP Chair.
The results are
interesting.
There are eleven achievement awards. In addition,
there is a “getting started” award, the Golden Spike and
the national honor, Master Model Railroader Award
(”MMR”), given to members who complete at least
seven, divided among several categories:
Railroad Equipment: Motive Power, Cars;
Railroad Setting: Structures, Scenery, Prototype
Models;
Railroad Construction and Operation: Civil
Engineer, Electrical Engineer, Dispatcher;
Service to the Hobby and Membership: Official,
Volunteer, and Author.
Our Division currently has about 90 members. Of
those:
5 members hold the Golden Spike Award;
6 members hold 25 Achievement Awards;
2 members are honored as MMR's.
The model railroaders I have come to know in this
division are capable of and deserve more recognition
than that! There are some world class modelers here.
And many more worthy of national recognition. Why
not you?
Let me cite my own experience in working for
NMRA Awards. I am a latecomer to the hobby. When I
started in model railroading at the age of about 65, I
really knew nothing about the hobby, but I wanted to do
it well and I knew I would not be happy watching my
trains go round and round on my layout. I learned as a
child that there is truth to the old adage that anything
worth doing is worth doing well. How could I learn to
do it well? I found that the NMRA Achievement
Program not only offers awards but, more significantly,
offers helpful and valuable information to let me
evaluate my efforts by quantifying carefully thought out
2
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For the scratchbuilding portion of the Structures AP award, there are two things to consider: degree of
complexity and fraction of the model that you build from scratch. Below is a summary of the matrix.

That’s not so scary after all. Don’t you think it is
pretty easy to understand? See the rest at
http://www.nmra.org/education/achievement/pdf/2006
-judging-guide-lines.pdf. You can also learn from other
members; just strike up a conversation at a mini-meet or
convention. I never found a real model railroader who
was not willing to share. Among those in our division
who are willing to help are myself and the other
members of the Achievement Program Evaluation
team. If you need help or have a question, you may
contact me via e-mail at gedmison@aol.com If you
really want to be a contributing member of some model
railroad organization, I urge you to take advantage of
the information and aids available to you through the
NMRA Achievement Program.
There are a number of resources available to anyone

on the internet at: http://www.nmra.org/. Look under
the Education section for Help for Beginners. Also,
look under the Achievement Program heading for
guidelines for each of the awards. There are helpful
articles written by MMR's, intended to help others to
earn those awards. For those of you who seek more,
look under Publications or check out the amazing online
archives. or the Kalmbach library. It is all there for so
little effort.
All it takes, really, is for you to want to do a better
job of model railroading. You'll be happy you made the
effort.
In future issues of the Brakeman's Rag, I will
present articles that focus on each of the Achievement
Program Awards. I’ll see you next time. Good
modeling.

Model Contest Reminder

photograph may enter the “Display Only” category, and
those models are always appreciated.
All First Division members who attend the minimeet may enter the contest. It is a nice way to receive
compliments and recognition from others.
As mentioned, you may also enter models for AP
evaluation towards Motive Power, Cars, Structures, or
Prototype Models. Please contact Glenn Edmison in
advance so he can have an evaluation team and the
necessary forms available at the mini-meet. If your
model does not achieve the required score to qualify
towards an Achievement Award, you will receive
helpful comments from the evaluators and you will be
encouraged to make adjustments and submit the model
for another evaluation, perhaps at the next mini-meet.

F

irst Division Mini-Meets have lately had fewer
than three models entered in any of the model
contest categories. Christopher Jones continues
his excellent stewardship of the contest, helping people
to register their models and to vote. All awards are
decided by popular vote of those who attend, and are not
also evaluated for Achievement Awards unless
specifically requested, so don’t be shy--bring a few of
your models to the mini-meet. The best in each
category receives a ribbon, and the Best of Show also
receives a check.
There are several categories: Motive Power, Cars,
Structures, Miscellaneous, and Photographs. Modelers
who want to display their models for others to view and
3
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address reported to NMRA, you are missing some of the
benefits of membership.
Paper copies of the Brakeman’s Rag are mailed to
First Division members who don’t have email presence
known by NMRA. It costs volunteer time (my time, to
be specific) and division money for printing and
mailing. PNR life members now also get Brakeman’s
Rag issues by email, but First Division does not get
reimbursed for costs, so PNR life members without
email do not get paper copies.
Several divisions within NMRA currently issue
their newsletters by email only! Their members who
don’t have an Internet presence are left behind, with no
periodic announcement of upcoming meetings. I
imagine that this group feels that the NMRA isn’t doing
enough for them. They only see the tip of the iceberg;
perhaps 90% of NMRA’s resources are invisible to
members without the Internet.
Our division covers a region as large as South
Carolina, and also has multiple pockets of population
that are geographically isolated from one another. We
cannot reasonably hold monthly meetings, or meetings
during months when highways may be hazardous
because of stormy weather. The Internet is invaluable
to us. Regardless of where you live, even if you don’t
have Internet access at home, you should be able to get
online and get an email address from your public
library, senior center, or other public agency.

Aren’t You on the Internet Yet?

T

he NMRA is moving full steam ahead to the
Internet. This makes excellent sense to most of
its members because it eliminates printing costs
and provides for instant delivery of requested
information. NMRA Magazine continues to provide
quality print service to all members, allocating space to
repeat, for the benefit of non-Internet members, items
reported by NMRA leaders to members by email.
But the NMRA Magazine does not equalize
Internet versus off-Internet members. For example, the
Division Business Car, reported by Jim Zinser, has a
sidebar: “Finding articles mentioned in Division
Business Car is fast and easy. Start by going to the
Members Only website www.nmra.org/members. On
the home page, you’ll find radio buttons for various
links. The one you want is ‘NMRA@HOME.’ Click
on it and you will find links to all the articles mentioned
in this column. … Then sit back, read, and enjoy.” Jim
Zinser provides all members with interesting articles in
other divisional newsletters, if you have access to the
Internet.
In this issue, articles by Glenn Edmison and Alan
Ashton indicate resources that are available on the
Internet, and First Division leaders are readily
accessible by email. Even our paid advertisers have
their Internet presences. If you don’t have an email
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SPECIAL FEATURE: MODEL RAILROAD CLUBS
Contributed by Alan Ashton (PNR 5th Division, Spokane)

T

o join or not to join is a question that most of us
ask of ourselves at some time. We know that we
enjoy the hobby of model railroading but may be
put off by the restrictions and politics that may come
along with club membership. You may not think of
yourself as a joiner but, if only through your own
interest in model railroading as a hobby, you may
already be a member of a “club.” You share an interest
with an extensive and diverse group of people who are
invested in developing skills, sharing knowledge and
enjoying the World’s Greatest Hobby. You may not
consider yourself to be a member of this “club” but if
you belong to the NMRA, frequently visit your local
hobby shop, or talk about your hobby with others,
perhaps you are.
But, consider that your model railroading
experience could be enhanced by joining a group that
may fit the more conventional definition of a club.
Membership may bring things to the party that you
cannot easily obtain otherwise. Consider some of the
options that may be open to you, regardless of where
you live.
Round Robin. A round robin club has very few
rules, rarely collects dues, generally has no officers and
usually does not have a regular meeting place. The glue
that holds the group together is a love of the hobby and a
desire to share experiences with others. The group can
have a set meeting schedule or someone can just set a
meeting date, time and location and others show up
(like a model railroad version of a flash mob). This
loose knit organizational style often appeals to those
who do not consider themselves to be joiners.
Members of round robin clubs may or may not share
interest in a common scale. The only restraint from a
mix-and-match approach is sharing equipment but the
experience of working in different scales is reward
enough for encouraging members with diverse scales
and layout sizes.
My own experience in model railroading began in
earnest when I was asked to join a group of guys who
met on the first Tuesday of each month from September
through June. July and August were designated as time
off for family vacations. This informally named “First
Tuesday” club had about 10 members so we met at one
another’s home layout (if we had one) on an informal,
revolving schedule. Some member’s layouts were more
developed than others so operating sessions were more
frequent there. Some sessions were either purposed for

working on something or just helping the layout owner
solve problems. Sometimes, when there were few in
attendance, we just sat around with a cup of coffee or an
adult beverage of some sort. Of the ten members of the
First Tuesday group, only about half had a home layout.
The others were more than willing to help but just
enjoyed the social aspect of the group and liked to either
watch the trains run or to participate in an operating
session. Some members joined because they wanted to
learn more about the hobby and some had no modeling
experience at all.
Modular. Modular layouts are often a next step
for railroaders who want a club experience but one with
few organizational constraints. Modular clubs may or
may not have a permanent location to maintain the
layout and it may or may not be moved to shows or other
events. Organizational structure and decision making
can range from very informal to more structured
depending upon the size and intent of the club. Modular
layouts may choose to put certain members or
committees in charge of functions such as accounting,
standards and so forth.
Modular layouts work well for all scales and tend to
encourage each modeler’s creativity. Modular layouts,
by their nature, do not depend upon a common theme.
Members may choose their own era, scenery, motive
power, and railroad heralds for their modules.
A modular layout is truly a mix-and-match type of
layout design. The modules may or may not go together
the same way each time the members meet. However, In
traditional modular layouts, modules are commonly
built in increments of one, two, or four feet and may be
straight or turn 90 degrees to form a closed loop.
But the modules DO need to share some standards
that ensure that the modules work together. Among
these are height of the mainline track (measured from
the floor), location of the main line tracks (generally
measured from the front of the module), track gauge
and code, and command and control (including
electrical connections from module-to-module).
Beyond those few but critical considerations, each
modeler can run with any design characteristics that
they want.
Out of the First Tuesday club came a new modular
club. In the beginning, a subgroup of about six First
Tuesday members decided to start a modular layout that
could be taken to a new show that was just gaining
traction. The 1976 show was held in the Student Union
5
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building at the University of Massachusetts and was
attended by about 100 persons who were interested in
just seeing what was going on. In 1978 the show fell
under the banner of the Amherst Railway Society and
attendance was growing rapidly.
Although not called the same, the beginning of the
“Amherst Belt Line” modular layout consisted of eight
modules; four side sections and four corners. As a
founding contributor to the layout, the only “standards”
that I recall were height, location of track (for
connecting to the next module), and the style of
electrical connector to join the modules (we used a fourprong Cinch-Jones style connector). Today, the club has
over 100 modules and 514 feet of mainline. The annual
show is held at the “Big E” in Springfield
(Massachusetts) and has an attendance of 25,000 or
more. The Amherst Belt Line (or “ABLE”) continues to
be a star attraction.
Technically, the Amherst Belt Line layout is no
longer a traditional modular design as it fits most
definitions of a Free-mo layout. The specifications may
not completely comply with published Free-mo
standards (see next paragraph) but the concept is the
same. For that reason, ABLE may best be described as a
hybrid.
Free-mo. Free-mo stands for "free modular" and is
a relatively new modular standard in the hobby of
model railroading. As such, this type of club may be
considered a sub-set of a modular layout. The word
Free-mo is a derivative of “FREMO,” a European
modular standard. Free-mo's emphasis is on flexibility
in track design and prototypical scenery and operations.
Free-mo was developed with the idea that a set of
standards focusing mainly on module end plates would
enable faithful modeling of prototype track plans and
operations in a modular environment.
This emphasis results in very flexible standards. For
example, if you want to build a module that is five feet
seven and 3/4 inches long with an angle of 19 degrees
and a two percent grade, you can do it within a Free-mo
club. Unlike modular and sectional layouts that are
usually ovals, Free-mo emphasizes point-to-point or
point-to-loop. This approach can result in more
prototypical operation.
Free-mo modules are often built to fit vehicle or
storage space that the modeler has available. Forty-five
degree Free-mo curve modules can be arranged in "S"
curves, or set up to form 90 degree curves, so they are
extremely flexible. Free-mo modules can have a single
end, as in a yard or end loop, two ends, as is the case with
most modules, or three or more ends in the case of a

junction.
Free-mo clubs may be geographically dispersed
because the modules can be recombined in so many
configurations. Subgroups can come together for local
shows or travel greater distances and join with “locals”
without concern for whether their module will “fit” with
the rest of the assembly.
To learn more about Free-mo standards visit the
organization’s website by using the hyperlink found at
the end of this article.
Sectional. A sectional layout is similar to a modular
(or Freemo) layout except that it is designed to have
consistent scenery from module to module. Sectional
layouts may or may not conform to standards other than
those devised by the club. In addition to the scenery,
each module must be designed to join the next on either
or both sides. A very important characteristic of a
sectional layout is that they typically go together the
same way each time they are moved or set up.
Sectional layout designs can feature turnouts into
yards or staging tracks to enable more realistic
operation. Creatively designed sectional layouts can
also expand or contract depending upon the needs of the
club. Because the overall design is relatively static, the
club can make decisions about electrical connections
and command and control systems. The design lends
itself to either DC or DCC and the choice would likely
be made on operational considerations.
Sectional layouts may or may not have a permanent
home. Due to the necessity of making modules work
together, clubs that have sectional layouts tend to have a
more clearly defined organizational structure and often
find it useful to keep the layout set up to do work. Dues
may be collected to help subsidize needed construction
materials. Locomotives and rolling stock are typically
contributed by the members who retain ownership.
There are several examples of sectional layouts in
the PNR 5th Division. One, the Hangman Creek Lumber
Company, was designed specifically for one event and
shows how well scenery elements can fit together from
section to section. Use the hyperlink at the end of this
article to see a lot more about this exceptional layout.
On-Line. (virtual clubs) The popularity of social
media, web based interest groups, forums and pay-foraccess sites has enabled worldwide communication
between people who share various interests in the
hobby of model railroading. A very casual search of
Facebook pages will yield literally hundreds of places
where news, pictures and help topics can be found.
Providers such as Yahoo, Google and others have tools
that allow users to create interest groups. Elsewhere,
6
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you can use a search engine (browser) to find forums
where “members” can post questions about modeling
problems and have other members answer those
questions.
These sites may not fit your ideas about model
railroad clubs but they do bind people together by their
interests and skills. There are few (if any) that have any
kind of structure typical of more “local” clubs such as
officers, limitations on number of members, bylaws, or
rules of conduct. Still, you can feel connected with your
fellow “members” and even form some friendships that
span many miles.
You can also find a lot of information and tips about
the hobby on www.YouTube.com but I don’t include
this site as a “club” due to the anonymity of the viewers.
True, on the sites mentioned above, you can use screen
names to protect your identity, you can always be
identified as if you simply went by a nickname.
Most forums and websites with model railroad
information are free of charge but there are websites
that require paid memberships or subscriptions. One,
http://www.modeltrainclub.org/ provides on-line
forums and instruction as well as materials that can be
downloaded or purchased. Presumably, higher quality
of materials comes with paid memberships but as with
anything, the buyer must beware.
Fixed Base Layout. When modelers mention
Requirements/Structure
Minimum Number of Members
Maximum Number of Members
(clubs may impose limits)
Ownership
Fixed Location

Round
Robin
2
10 - 12

“clubs,” the fixed base layout usually is the first thing
that comes to mind. A fixed base club has a single
location and generally has a well-defined structure that
includes bylaws, officers and rules of conduct. Many
clubs register as non-profits to avoid certain taxes and
scrutiny by local, state or federal taxing authorities.
Some, but certainly not all, seek IRS 501(c)(3) status so
that they can accept cash or in-kind donations and offer
a tax exemption to the donor.
Fixed base layouts vary greatly in design. All scales
and gauges may be represented and some organizations
even feature multiple layouts to accommodate the
interests of the members. Nearly all fixed base layouts
have continuity of scenery design and some will focus
on a certain era. By their nature, fixed base layouts are
not designed to be portable so careful selection of a
location is very important. Losing a lease or having a
key club member leave, namely the one who owns the
structure, can have a devastating effect upon the club.
Fixed base clubs usually wind up with a major
investment in materials. Insurance should always be
considered a necessity and organizations should consult
with an insurance professional. The NMRA offers
special insurance for clubs who maintain a 100 percent
membership status with the NMRA.
The following table may help to illuminate
differences between various types of clubs:

Modular

FreeMo

Sectional

On-Line

Fixed Base

4
No limit

2
No limit

4
No limit

2
No limit

Depends on size of layout
Depends on size of layout

Individuals
Maybe

Individuals
Maybe

Usually the club
Maybe

N/A
No

Usually the club
Yes

Officers
Dues and Contributions of Materials

Individuals
Members'
homes
No
Not likely

Maybe
Maybe

Maybe
Maybe

Maybe
Maybe

Yes
Usually the club

Insurance
Consistent Scenery
Formal Rules, such as By-Laws
Standards
Designed for Portability
Formal Non-Profit Status
IRS 501 (c)(3) Tax Status

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

Not likely
No
Maybe
Limited
Yes
Not likely
Not likely

Not likely
No
Maybe
Limited
Yes
Not likely
Not likely

Maybe
Yes
Maybe
Yes
Yes
Maybe
Not likely

Not likely
Possibly, but
Not likely
No
N/A
No
No
N/A
N/A
N/A

To sum up, clubs can offer a lot to model railroaders.
By joining a club you can learn from others, share
enthusiasm for the hobby, enjoy new relationships,
work on a layout different from and perhaps much
larger than you may have at home, and promote this
great hobby to others. If you haven’t thought about
joining a group lately, please consider it now. Everyone
can benefit from your involvement.
Additional references and resources may be found
at the following websites. This is not an exhaustive list.

Usually
Yes
Usually
Yes
Maybe
Maybe
Maybe

Resources:
For information about the Free-mo standards and a list of clubs:
http://www.free-mo.org/.
For the story behind the Hangman Creek Lumber Company:
http://narrowgaugebuilder.com/2012_narrow_gauge_convention
_layout_pg_1.
For NMRA-recommended standards for building modular layouts:
http://www.nmra.org/standards/modules/ms_intro.html.
For an example of an online forum (registration is required but
access is free): http://www.modelrailroadforums.com/.
For an example of an online model railroad club (dues required for
membership but tour is free): http://www.modeltrainclub.org/.

7

Brakeman’s Rag
article, in that the model is only partially done. I am
open for comments and suggestions from others.
I wanted a durable and rugged model, so I used 1/8”
thick hobby plywood for the sub-walls. I laid out the
sides using Corel Draw. I had photographs and notes
from several grain elevators in Manitoba (although I
don't know which of them dated to 1913 or
thereabouts). I sawed the plywood according to my
drawings, sawing outside the lines then carefully filing
and sanding to final size. The walls are braced with ¼”
basswood at the interior corners. The only open
windows exist at the top. I drilled holes in the plywood
to accommodate those windows when the siding and
windows are in place. Other details, including doors,
platforms, and loading pipes, will be placed when I add
the clapboard siding.
Although I initially wanted cedar shake roofing, the
grain elevators I saw all had corrugated metal roofing.
(A few had newer, metal siding as well.) I will make the
roofs with corrugated metal. Initially, I wanted to use
styrene clapboard siding for the walls. That would have
been easy, and would have looked fine, but I fretted
about the corners. On the grain elevators I saw, there
were no corner bats, and I didn't trust myself to mitre the
styrene sheets precisely enough. Now, I'm considering
overlaying the clapboard siding with painted paper
strips, which would manage the corners well and also
provide more “character” for the structure.
The photo shows the current state of my model.

Scratch-Building a Grain Elevator
By Rich Pitter

S

everal years ago, I visited friends in Manitoba,
Canada. They lived on the Canadian Prairie,
where the railroad acted, about 1913, to
transform the way grains were shipped from producer to
market.
As you may imagine, vast acreages of crops were
harvested during the warm season. Wheat, rye, barley,
and other crops were, at that time, bagged on the farm
and hauled by horse-drawn wagon to train depots,
where they were individually weighed and registered
by the Agent and later individually loaded onto box cars
to head for market. At the mills, they were individually
unloaded and recorded, loaded onto another horsedrawn wagon and transported to the mill, then unloaded
and subsequently unbagged and dumped into a hopper
for cleaning and milling.
The railroad company proposed a more efficient
method of transporting grains to market. Grain from
the field could be hauled in an open wagon (no bagging
required) to a grain elevator, where the wagon was
weighed, then unloaded (shoveled out into a hopper)
and re-weighed to determine how much grain the
farmer provided. The grain was then cleaned and
classified, and stored in a large bin to await loading into
a boxcar for transit to market. At the mill, the boxcar
was emptied and the grain transferred by conveyor to
the mill for processing.
Of course farmers initially objected to this, but the
railroad company won the day. The 1913 grain
elevators on the Canadian prairies held 35,000 bushels.
They were 32 x 34 feet on side and 80 feet tall. Each
elevator had several bins, a grain cleaner, a screw to
move grain from the bottom hopper to the distributor at
the top, and a distributor to pour grain into the selected
bin (or cleaner). When a boxcar was ready to be loaded,
the screw raised the grain from the selected bin to the
distributor, which selected the pipe to the boxcar
loading hose. A worker sprayed the grain into the
boxcar, filling one end, then the other, and finally the
middle section. Boards, and later heavy paper, were
fastened across the doors to keep grain from pouring
out. At the unloading point, the barrier was removed
and the grain either shoveled or vacuumed out.
My HO scale model of such a grain elevator is
incomplete. This article presents where I am in its
construction, with thoughts of what I intend to do to
complete the model. I am aware that this is an unusual
8
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Directions to June 14, 2014 Mini-Meet in Eugene

Business Car
By Rich Pitter, Superintendent

The Mini-Meet will be held in the Gainsborough
Clubhouse, 2555 Lansdown Road, Eugene. Directions
from various points are provided below.
Gainsborough is a gated 55-Plus community. The
gate will be open beginning at 8 AM for our event.
Please do not arrive early and attempt to get through the
gate. Unfortunately, I will be at the Clubhouse
preparing for the event and will not be able to open the
gate for you.
If you happen to arrive before the gate opens, you
can find coffee huts and restaurants nearby. (For
example, you may go east on Irving Road to River
Road, and then south for a few blocks. Sharies is on left
at first light and Starbucks is located in Fred Meyer at
the second light.)
Parking is available along three sides of the
Clubhouse.

(and Editor and Education Chair)

W

hen I ran for Superintendent last summer, I
hoped I would be the losing candidate.
Why? Because I was new to Oregon,
unfamiliar with most of the members in our division and
unfamiliar with the cycle of business of First Division
and Pacific Northwest Region. Unfortunately, I was the
only candidate for the position. OK, you didn't have a
choice: like it or not, I'm the leader for now. However, I
want to hear from you where you want First Division to
go. Let me hear what you want First Division to do!
I appreciate your input in writing, because not only do I
have a limited short-term memory, but I also have
severe hearing loss.
Do you want hands-on workshops, vendor
presentations, clinics, or other presentations at minimeets? Should we reach out to youth, including Boy
Scouts, and/or to elderly NMRA Life Members? Do
you have a model that you would like to show and talk
about at a mini-meet? Do you know someone who
would make a good clinician at a mini-meet? Would
you like to have special division events (perhaps a train
ride or VIP tour of a prototype installation)?
I urge you to get involved; to attend mini-meets if
you can. If you belong to a local model railroad group, I
urge you to get the group to host a future mini-meet. I
urge you to bring a friend or two to mini-meets and urge
them to join NMRA, if only to get a RailPass and get
aboard. If they bring a model for the contest and
purchase a RailPass, they could win a prize! I also urge
you to tell me you want to become more active in the
division. We'll talk and I'll find out what your skills are
and what you are willing to do. I urge you to get the
Golden Spike Award; or if you have it, to work towards
the MMR. If you have questions, ask me or Glenn.
If you do not get this issue by email, then NMRA
does not have your valid email address. If so, get an
email address and let me know! I'll forward your
information to NMRA and you’ll be fully onboard!
First Division has two new members (as reported to
me) since the last newsletter. They are Don Gleason of
Eugene and Jerry Clark of Klamath Falls. We
welcome both of you and hope you attend our minimeets and become active in the division. We also have
an incoming NMRA couple who are moving to Grants
Pass from Nebraska: Jim and Karen Van Delden. I
hope our “seasoned” members will greet them at minimeets and share your modeling experiences with them.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS
From I-5 points north or south:
Take Exit 195B for OR 569/Randy Pape Beltline
westbound
Take Northwest Expressway exit
Turn right onto Northwest Expressway
Take first right onto Irving Road
Take second right onto Lansdown Road and go
through the gate to enter Gainsborough
2555 Lansdown Road will be two blocks on left.
From Junction City:
Take OR 99 southbound toward Eugene
Turn left onto Irving Road
After crossing Northwest Expressway, take second
right onto Lansdown Road and go through the
gate to enter Gainsborough
2555 Lansdown Road will be two blocks on left.
From Oregon Coast:
From US 101, go east on OR 126 toward Eugene
Turn left on OR 569/Randy Pape Beltline eastbound
Take Northwest Expressway exit
Turn right onto Northwest Expressway
At first signal, take right onto Irving Road
Take second right onto Lansdown Road and go
through the gate to enter Gainsborough
2555 Lansdown Road will be two blocks on left.
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Model Train Shows and Events
2014
June 14 First Division PNR Mini-Meet, Eugene. 9 AM-3PM. Gainsborough Clubhouse, 2555 Lansdown Rd.,
Eugene. Info: Rich Pitter: richpitter@aol.com.
June 14 Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club Meeting, Springfield Utility Board, 223 A St., Springfield,
OR. 7 PM. Info: Lee Temple: ttandt@ram-mail.com.
Jun 18-21 PNR Annual Convention, La Quinta Inn, 1425 E 27th St., Tacoma, WA 98421-2200. Info:
www.PNR2014.com or contact Russ Segner: russseg@gmail.com, (425) 228-7327.
July 13-19 NMRA National Convention, Cleveland, OH. Info: www.2014cleveland.org.
July Fourth appearance of WCMRC at Lane County Fair. Fairgrounds, Eugene. Info: Lee Temple:
ttandt@ram-mail.com.
Sept 13 First Division PNR Mini-Meet, Springfield. 9 AM-3 PM. Springfield Utility Board, 223 A St.,
Springfield, OR. Info: Lee Temple: ttandt@ram-mail.com.

2015
Aug 23-29, 2015 2015 NMRA National Convention, Portland, Oregon. DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, Portland.
More info at http://www.nmra2015portland.org/
Aug 28 - 30, 2015 - National Train Show, held in conjunction with the national convention, at the Portland
Expo Center..
Information on registration, tours, the program and
model contest is at http://www.wnrr.net/PSX2014/.
The deadline for reduced registration fees has passed,
but the convention promises to have interesting clinics,
tours, and model railroad layout open houses.

SUMMER MINI-MEET: EUGENE
Rich Pitter will host the summer mini-meet on June
14, 2014, at the Gainsborough community clubhouse,
2555 Lansdown Drive, Eugene. The community has a
restricted access gate, which will open at 8 AM. Please
do not plan to arrive before that time. Refreshments
will be available at 8 AM. The program will begin at 9
AM. See Directions on page 9.
We will have our usual clinic program. Previously,
the Brakeman’s Rag announced a manufacturer would
lead attendees in constructing a laser-cut kit. We have a
few questions to resolve before we can proceed with
that type of workshop..

NMRA CLEVELAND 2014
The NMRA National Convention will be held on
July 13-19, 2014, in Cleveland, Ohio. Information is
available at http://www.2014cleveland.org.

FALL MINI-MEET
Lee Temple and the Willamette-Cascade Model
Railroad Club of Eugene-Springfield have offered to
host the fall mini-meet on September 13, 2014. The
date does not conflict with either Beaver or Duck home
football games. More information will be provided in
another issue of the Brakeman’s Rag.

PSX 2014: TACOMA, WASHINGTON
The Pacific Northwest Region will host its annual
regional convention at the La Quinta Inn in Tacoma,
WA, on June 18-21, 2014.
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