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First Division Spring Mini-Meet
April 23, 2016, Eugene

NR's First Division held its Spring Mini-Meet on 
April 23 in Eugene.  Rich Pitter and the PWillamette Cascade Model Railroad Club co-

hosted the gathering.  Presentations by Jeff Johnson, 
Bruce Kelly, and Ed Schaenzer covered three widely 
diverse primary industries that railroads have served 
over decades: logging, steel making, and oil fields.  Jeff 
Johnson also gave a presentation on how he approaches 
a structure build using a lasercut kit.   The Corvallis 
Society  of Model Engineers presented a slide show and 
video on how they approach operations.  A presentation 
by First Division Webmaster Charlie Hutto presented 
our Division's web presence and his efforts to keep it 
up-to-date and easy to use.  Three layout tours were 
available, all of which were on the PDX 2016 National 
Convention layout tours.  The owners, Walt Mulford, 
Dave Clune, and Jeff Johnson, gave presentations on 
what people could see when they visit

Model contest winners were: Locomotive - Jeff 
Johnson, HO scale Shay; Rolling Stock - Jeff Johnson, 
HO scale Steam crane; Structure - Jeff Johnson, HO 
scale Engine House; Photograph - Ed Schaenzer, Color 
photo; Miscellaneous - Ed Schaenzer, O scale Boiler 
Shed; Overall Favorite - Ed Schaenzer, Boiler Shed.

First Division Fall Mini-Meet
September 17, 2016, Bend

ur Fall Mini-Meet will be held in Bend on 
September 17, coinciding with the popular OBend train show hosted by the Eastern 

Cascades Model Railroad Club.  More information will 
be available on our website shortly.

Each mini-meet includes a model contest.  First 
Division invites members to enter their models in 
contests.  Models of any scale are welcome in the 
contest, and the photograph may be color or black and 
white, and may have a prototype or model railroad 
subject.  Contest categories are:

1. Locomotive
2. Rolling Stock
3. Structure
4. Photograph
5. Miscellaneous

If you are unsure, bring your model or photograph and 
talk to Christopher Jones, our Contest Chair.  
Participants must be an NMRA member in good 
standing.

Mini-meets also include clinics or presentations.  
We have not had many hands-on clinics recently, 
although there is an interest in providing these.  
Presentations often present local historic or prototype 
railroad information, but can also involve just about any 
topic germane to model railroading.   If you have a 
presentation or clinic, including a hands-on clinic you 
would like to lead, contact Rich Pitter at 541-636-3833 
or richpitter@aol.com. 

Mark your calendar and make plans to attend.  The 
train shows will carry over to Sunday, September 18, 
and are always popular with the public.

Eugene Swap Meet & Model Train Show

n April 9-10, First Division hosted a table at the 
Eugene Swap Meet and Train Show, sponsored by Othe Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club.  The 

Umpqua Valley Model Railroad Club, which recently 
became a 100% NMRA Club, operated their Free-mo layout. 
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Pursuing the AP Certificate in 
Prototype Modeling - Part 1

By Russ Norris
HUB Division, Northeastern Region

or the last several years I have been working on 
the NMRA Achievement Program, earning Fcertificates for Author, Electrical, Structures, and 

Scenery.  In the fall of 2015, I decided to pursue the AP 
certificate for Master Builder, Prototype Models - the 
newest in the Achievement Program, if you call 1987 
new.  This certificate goes beyond Master Builder - 
Scenery, which calls for creating scenery in a 
prototypical manner, and judges how well one creates a 
specific prototype scene in miniature.

To qualify, one has to build a model of a prototype 
scene containing at least six models of prototype 
equipment and structures.  At least four different types 
of models have to be represented:

Rolling stock

Railroad structures

Caboose or passenger car

Motive Power

Any two of these six models have to be scratch-built; 
the rest must be super detailed.  Finally, plans or 
photographs have to be provided to verify that the 
model faithfully represents the prototypical scene.

I chose to model a scene from the coal mining town 
of Robertsdale, Pennsylvania, the southern terminus of 
the East Broad Top narrow gauge railroad.  The EBT 
operated as a common carrier from 1875 to 1956, 
followed by another 50-years as a tourist railroad.  
Specifically, I wanted to model four railroad-owned and 
-built structures in Robertsdale's Company Square: the 
company store, the railroad station, the old post office 
building and the Rockhill Iron and Coal Company 
office building.  All four of these structures were 
clustered around the railroad crossing at Main Street.  
Three of them still stand; the company store was razed 
in the 1990s.  In the first figure, the old post office 
building is on the left, with the station partially visible 
behind it.  The coal company office building is on the 
right.  The company store is not visible in this picture.

Additionally, the AP requires photographs 
comparing the model to the prototype.  Side by side 
pictures are encouraged, to show how the model reflects 
the original.  Finally, a brief outline of the scene is 
required, along with a detailed description of the 
methods and materials used to build the model.  While 
this was a lot of work, it was also fun setting up photos 

The old post office is in the lower left corner.  The 
company offices are in the stone building with brick 
trim in the lower right.  Across the tracks can be seen the 
company store on the right and the depot in the center, 
partially blocked by EBT #14 pulling wooden boxcar 
170.  Behind them, EBT combine #14 is parked in front 
of the station.  In order to fit the scene into the available 
space, Main Street had to curve more sharply to the left 
than in the prototype.  

The Setting
By the early part of the 19th Century, coal had been 
discovered on Broad Top Mountain in southern 
Huntingdon County.  But the black diamonds were 
thirty miles from the nearest transportation system, the 
Pennsylvania Canal, making large-scale mining 
unprofitable.  It wasn't until the 1870s that investors 
turned to railroads as a way of hauling the semi-
bituminous coal deposits north to a junction with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad.  The narrow gauge East Broad 
Top Railroad and Coal Company reached the coal fields 

Figure 1: Company Square, Robertsdale, PA.

Figure 2: Model of Company Square.

that compared scenes from long ago with the model 
railroad in my home.  Figure 2 is an overview of 
Company Square as it appears on my layout.
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in 1873.  A new company town, Robertsdale, was 
established to house workers in the mines.  The first 
structure to be built on the site was the company store, 
erected on the western side of the EBT rails between 
1874 and 1875.  The store was eventually joined by 
three other company owned buildings: a stone block 
depot which also housed a track scale to weigh the 
hopper cars filled with Broad Top coal; a building 
housing the local post office and other businesses over 
the years; and an ornate office building that was 
headquarters for the railroad's parent corporation, the 
Rockhill Iron and Coal Company.  In Figure 3, the EBT 
tracks curve through the center of town, roughly 
following the meandering path of Trough Creek.  
Where the tracks cross State Road 319 (Main Street) the 
Company Square buildings can be seen: the company 
store on the lower left, the depot across the street, the 
company offices across the tracks from the company 
store, and the old post office across Main Street from the 
company office building.  

Figure 3.  Map of Robertsdale, showing the four EBT 
buildings.

The Company Store

One of the first buildings to be 
constructed in Robertsdale was the 
company store, constructed between 
1874 and 1875.  The store was 
demolished in 1997.  While the miners 
and townsfolk referred to it as a 
"company store," in fact the store was 
never operated by the railroad or coal 
company because Pennsylvania law 
prohibited coal companies from 
operating their own stores.  In order to 
get around the law, the coal company 
leased the store to a merchant who then 
paid the coal company a percentage of 
the profits.  

Construction of the original sandstone block 
building was completed in the fall of 1875 following the 
completion of the railroad from Mount Union to 
Robertsdale the previous year.  Specializing in the sale 
of mining tools, black powder and other items used in 
area mines, the store also carried a wide range of general 
merchandise, ranging from clothing, hardware and food 
to candy and toys for the children.  Figure 4 is a picture 
of the store as it appeared in the 1950s.

No model of Robertsdale would be complete 
without including this imposing stone structure, which 
stood at the center of town for more than a century.  But 
there exists no commercial kit for the building, and it 
was clear from the beginning it would have to be scratch 
built.  Fortunately, the Huntingdon County Heritage 
Committee had approved an Endangered Historic 
Building Study of the company store in 1995, copies of 
which were still available from the County Building 
Commission.  Also, a series of articles based on this 
study appeared in the Timber Transfer, a publication of 
the Friends of the East Broad Top (FEBT) in 1995, so 
there was ample information available, including a 
complete set of plans on which to base an accurate 
model. 

The first step in constructing this interesting 
building was to convert the drawings to HO scale.  Once 
the plans were drawn up on graph paper, the next step 
was to find windows and doors from Tichy and other 
sources that closely matched the originals.  It wasn't 
possible to find an exact match in every case, and in 
those instances the modeler's rule of "close enough" 
produced a reasonable facsimile.  The walls were then 
cut from a sheet of 1/16 inch styrene and the window 
and door openings cut out.  

For the sandstone block walls I used a new product 

Figure 4.  The Company Store in the 1950s.
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from Micro-Mark  self-adhesive papers printed with a 
special process that raises the surface of each individual 
stone above the "mortar lines."  I used cut stone papers 
for the walls and gray shingles that resembled slate for 
the roof.  The west wing was roofed with Evergreen 
#4522 standing seam roofing painted a zinc chromate 
color to match the original.  Figure 5 is a photo of my 
model.

Figure 5. The Country Store Model.

Robertsdale Station

Robertsdale station is the only building in Company 
Square that I did not scratch build.  The one-story 
prototype was constructed from the same molded 
concrete blocks used in many other EBT buildings, 
including the Mount Union engine house, the old 
Robertsdale post office, and the coal company office 
building.  The Friends of the East Broad Top have 
purchased the building and restored it as a museum. The 
EBT tracks passed to the left of the structure in the 
recent photograph shown in Figure 6.  An operator 
stood in the bay window facing the tracks to operate the 
scales.  

Figure 6. Robertsdale Station.

The Friends of the East Broad Top (FEBT) offer a 
kit for building the station.  The FEBT kit comes with 
printed paper stone blocks, which the modeler is 
instructed to glue on cardstock walls. But the FEBT also 
offers sheets of cast stone blocks that are identical to 
those used on the original.  One could use the paper 

walls as templates to cut out the resin block sheets and 
use these for the walls.  However, I learned that Craig 
Williams, a fellow member of the FEBT, had used the 
stone block sheets to cast a complete set of the station 
walls, complete with all window and door openings.  I 
opted to use this "semi kit" to construct my model of the 
Robertsdale station.  The roof provided in the FEBT kit 
was also paper, designed to be folded into the shape of 
the station's distinct hip roof.  I chose to replace the 
paper roof with the same Evergreen standing seam 
roofing (#4522) that I used on the Company Store. The 
new roof gave the station a much more realistic 
appearance.  The roof was also painted a zinc chromate 
red.

One of the interesting details on this structure is the 
operating order board on the station roof. The order 
board has paddles that show either red (for stop) or 
white (for all clear), as well as a lamp on the top of the 
signal with red and green jewels.  For additional 
realism, I added details to the bay window where the 
scale operator worked.  I reduced a photo of the EBT 
dispatcher's office at Orbisonia station, glued it to a 
small piece of sheet styrene, and inserted it half an inch 
behind the station windows. A scale figure was added 
between the windows and the office background, giving 
the operator an appropriate workplace.  Figure 7 shows 
the Robertsdale station in my prototype scene.

Figure 7.  Robertsdale Station Model.

That's it for the first installment of my article.  In the 
next installment, I'll continue detailing the buildings 
that make up the company square.  A third installment 
will detail how I compared the prototype and models to 
meet the AP requirements.

Russ Norris is a retired Lutheran clergyman living on 
Cape Cod, where he models the East Broad Top 
railroad in HOn3, which interchanges with a free-
lanced standard gauge Blacklog Valley Railroad. He 
has been modeling in HO since 1972, when he built the 
first Blacklog Valley RR in his parsonage basement.  
The present layout is his fifth incarnation of the BVRR 
and the first layout with narrow gauge.  The prototype 
EBT runs through the company mining town of 
Robertsdale in the coal fields of Broad Top Mountain.  
Russ opted to model Robertsdale for his prototype 
modeling certificate.
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Adding Life to a Layout

By Rich Pitter

on Gleason is a member of  First Division who 
lives in Eugene.  He has a nice railroad room in Dhis garage and an ample workshop adjacent to 

that room.  His HO scale layout is freelance, with no 
name.  It is powered by Digitrax DCC and he has 
converted several of his DC locomotives to DCC.  
Recently, he discovered Tsunami sound.

When I moved to Eugene five years ago and became 
his neighbor, he had already finished building his 
layout, but he has continued to tinker with both his track 
and scenery.  He recently added lights to his railroad 
yard and static grass to some of his scenes that he 
continues to build.

Don’s approach to model railroading is wonderful 
to experience.  What happens when a modeler has 
“finished” building his layout?  His trackwork and 
electrical work are finished, so what is there for him to 
do?  Don’s approach is that he is never finished with his 
hobby.  He enjoys running trains, and often spends two 
or three hours at a time switching and watching his 
trains run around the layout.  He also focuses on small 
areas on his layout and creates interesting scenes.

Don hosted a layout tour at our Mini-Meet a few 
years ago, but his layout scenes are more advanced now, 
and he continues to plan and build them.  Follow along 
on this visual tour of some of his scenes.

His four-track yard is used for staging, mostly.  He 
recently added some nice tall yard lights that illuminate 
his yard when he turns off the room lights.   

Along the back wall, he created a delightful fishing 
hole, complete with fishermen. 

Near the doorway entrance to his layout room, Don 
constructed a detailed and lighted scene that includes a 
mechanic repairing a dump truck with a welder’s torch. 

Nearby, there is a nursery with greenhouses and 
landscaping products.  The second photo shows a 
wealth of details around the scene: phone booth, trash 
can, mail boxes, soft drink vending machine, fire 
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hydrant, dog house, park bench, fences, and old mine 
carts used as decorative planters.  Don scratch-built the 
fences after he received a miniature table saw for 
Christmas last year. 

The far left end of his nursery scene has more details 
and action.  The area behind the fence awaits a future 
scenery project.

There is a farm scene nearby, complete with iconic 
white picket fences, a detached garage, pumpkin patch, 
and barn with its barnyard.  Utility poles run along the 
railroad tracks.  Behind the barn there is a windmill and 
a large stack of baled hay.

 Don’s scene-building takes a fair amount of 
thought, and consequently his projects are not “shake-
and-bake” scenes that are quickly conceived and 
completed.  He enjoys perusing the Walthers catalog 
and ordering scenic details from his local hobby shop, 
Eugene Toy and Hobby.  In one corner, he is working on 

a town scene.  We can imagine already that he will work 
a great deal of detail into the scene.  I look forward to 
providing updates on his layout scenery.

Don has an automated turntable that is precisely 
indexed, and a six-stall roundhouse with doors that 
open and close.  He recently added interior lights to the 
roundhouse, and sometimes frets whether or not to take 
the roof sections off at night to better enjoy the view he 
worked so hard to create.
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First Division Members

irst Division is proud to 
announce the following new Fmembers.  Since we haven't 

announced new members in recent 
issues, this list includes all new 
members reported to our division 
f r o m  N M R A  a n d  P a c i f i c  
Northwest Region for 2016 
through May.
Jim Alameda
Charles Chase
James Guthrie
William Howitt
Jeff Johnson
Greg Kent
Trent Kulm
Chuck Liebelt
Richard Long
Daniel McDonald
Brian Orysen
Ray Penny
Dave Tallaha
Mack Wroble

To each of you, welcome to the 
NMRA and First Division.  I 
encourage you, and all First 
Division members, to become 
more involved with the division.  
Attend our mini-meets and enter 
your models and photographs in 

our contests.  If you have a clinic or 
historical talk that you would like 
to present, contact me and we'll 
schedule it for an upcoming mini-
meet.  If you have a layout that you 
would like to share in the 
Brakeman's Rag, let me know.  If 
you have modeling tips that you'd 
like to share, let's hear about it.

The Pacific Northwest Region 
hosts a five-dayconvention each 
year.  This month, the PNR Annual 
Convention will be held in Salmon 
Arm, British Columbia.  NMRA 
also hosts a week-long convention 
each year.  This July, it will be held 
in Indianapolis, IN.  You can find 
information on both of these 
conventions online by starting at 

.  NMRA Magazine 
also has information on these 
conventions.  Regional and 
National conventions provide great 
opportunities to travel and make 
new friends, to learn new tips and 
techniques and to find out about 
advances in the hobby.

W i t h  t h e  r i s e  a n d  
interoperationalability [is that 
really a word?] of Free-Mo, the 
PNR will soon encourage members 

www.nmra.org

with modules to operate at regional 
conven t ions .   Wi th  some  
enthusiasm among First Division 
members, we can experiment with 
similar Free-Mo operating sessions 
at mini-meets.

Some of our members have 
renewal deadlines close at hand.  I 
should not need to remind you that 
NMRA membership helps both 
you and the hobby.  Renew your 
membership immediately, so that 
you don’t forget about it and lose 
the letter.  

NMRA is constantly on top of 
new technology, maintaining and 
d e v e l o p i n g  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  
recommended practices to keep 
model railroading fun and to 
permit products from different 
manufacturers to operate together.  
This helps the hobby, but it also 
helps you.  Beyond this, if you are 
want to improve your modeling 
skills, the Achievement Program is 
there, waiting for you to become 
involved.  Still not sure?  Contact 
Glenn Edmison, our Achievement 
Program Officer, or any AP 
Evaluator, and ask what is 
involved.

An Introduction to Free-mo, Part 1: Exploring 
this Form of Model Railroading

By Alan Ashton, PNR 5th Division, Spokane, WA

 have been a model railroader for many years and it 
didn't take too long for me to decide that I would Ilike to build a Free-mo module. My reasons for 

doing so included: 1) Building and storing a module 
wouldn't take up much space, 2) Having a module 
would enable me to meet and interact with more people 
who share a common interest, 3) Construction costs 
wouldn't be prohibitive, 4) I would learn about new 
materials and techniques, and 5) I had the time and 
interest to learn about a new aspect of my favorite 
hobby.

As I began to explore Free-mo options, I had a lot of 
questions. In this article I will use a question and answer 

format that I hope will be useful to you if you have an 
interest in building a module. At one point or another, I 
asked these questions and I will now share what I have 
learned with you.

Q: What scales are represented in Free-mo designs?

A: Free-mo is primarily for HO scale modelers but the 
standards have been adopted for other scales including 
N and O. In our area there is a group modeling in N 
scale. (Note: The Pacific Northwest Region 
Convention, Selkirk Express 2016, in Salmon Arm, BC, 
will present information and invite exchanges of 
information on Free-mo modeling.) Unless I specify 
otherwise, all of the references here refer to HO scale.

Q: Where can I find a list of the standards?
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Q: How much does a module cost?

A: Module costs will depend upon size and complexity 
but a basic framework (including electrical parts but 
without track and scenery) should run about $100 to 
$125. This estimate will vary upon how many of the 
parts you have on-hand and if you can pool resources 
with other modelers. From time-to-time, I will send 
emails regarding sources and prices for Free-mo 
components.

Q: Where do I find the materials to build my module(s)?

A: Many of the components may be found locally but a 
few are best found on the internet. As I publish 
additional articles and emails, I will list some of the 
sources that I am aware of. If you have suggestions or 
knowledge of sources, send them to me and I will add 
them to a database for distribution through our mailing 
list.

Q: What special tools do I need?

A: You probably have most of the tools that you will 
need to finish the modeling scene that you want. You 
will, however, need some good woodworking tools to 
cut the end plates, side rails, legs and leg pockets. 
Accuracy is very important to achieve good mating with 
adjacent modules. If you live in an apartment or don't 
have access to at least a good table saw, this could be an 
impediment for constructing a solid module base for 
scenery and compliance with standards. There are 
solutions and I will discuss a few of these in a follow-up 
article.

Q: Must I use Digitrax DCC equipment?

A: Yes. This is a standard that allows uniformity of 
command and control across all of the modules at an 
event. At a minimum, you will need to provide two UP5 
(LocoNet Universal Interconnect Panel) for each 
module that you build. If you want to run trains, you will 
need a Digitrax throttle of your choice. Command 
stations and boosters will be needed but not everyone 
will be required to bring these to an event. Depending 
upon the size of the event layout, there may be more 
than one power district and you must provide a way to 
isolate your module from an adjacent module.

Q: What is the best way to transport my module?

A: Getting a module to an event shouldn't be a problem 

A: The official Free-mo website is the place to start. It 
may be found on the internet. The address is 

 If you are reading this 
article on-line you may be able to click on references 
like this and go immediately to the page. Otherwise, 
type or copy the site address into your browser. Once 
you have opened the page, click on the tab titled “The 
Standard.”

Q: How strictly must I follow the standards?

A: In order for you to participate in Free-mo events your 
module must conform to most of the standards. 
However, many larger clubs or associations of Free-mo 
modelers may choose to embellish the overall standards 
to suit their purposes. For example, the standards state 
that the nominal height from the floor to the rail head 
must be 50-inches (S2.4). That works really well for 
operations but it makes it difficult for many children to 
see the layout during shows. Therefore, some groups 
have elected to make adjustable legs that will allow the 
height to the railhead either 50-inches (operations 
height) or 42-inches (show height) from the floor.

Q: Where are Free-mo events held?

A: Free-mo events are held all over the world. But, 
before you pack you module and travel to Paris (France, 
not Texas) you may want to make sure that your module 
conforms to European standards. More locally, Free-
mo layouts are appearing at train shows, NMRA 
meetings and at specially organized Free-mo events. 
There is no regular schedule or calendar of events so 
watch local websites (some of which I will send to you) 
and Facebook pages that are devoted to Free-mo 
groups.

Q: Is there a fee to join a Free-mo event?

A: Sometimes there is a nominal fee to cover space 
rental, access to electricity and (possibly) liability 
insurance. Generally, the fee won't exceed $50 and 
many events are held without cost to the exhibitors (the 
Spokane Train Show, for example).

Q: Can I attend a Free-mo event if I don't have a 
module?

A: If you want to gather more information before 
committing to build a module you should go to a Free-
mo event and ask questions. The event organizers will 
determine if there is a fee or any restrictions on your 
participation.

http://www.free-mo.org/about.
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unless you have constructed one that is too long to fit 
into your vehicle. More adventuresome Free-mo 
modelers may use a truck, motor home or trailer to 
move multiple modules. It is all a matter of personal 
preference and the availability of transportation. 
Equally important is how to get your module to events 
without damage. More will follow about this latter 
point.

Q: Can I use the same type of track that I have on my 
home layout?

A: In order to fit with adjacent modules, the mainline 
track must be Code 83. Otherwise, there are no 
restrictions. I will discuss track planning in a future 
article.

Q: Are there standards for scenery?

A: Yes, but they are very general and do not restrict the 
overall intent of your personal scenery choices. Clubs 
and loose-knit associations of modelers may decide to 
model an area of the country (northwest) or era 
(transition) but these are not specified in the Free-mo 
standards. This means, for example, that your module 
that features a northwest scene might be connected to 
modules that have desert scenery. That is perfectly 
acceptable and doesn't detract from the Free-mo 
experience.

Q: Who decides how the modules will be set up for an 
event?

A: Generally, a coordinator (often referred to as the Run 
Chief) will be assigned the task of designing the layout 
so that it conforms to space limitations and power 
requirements. The coordinator will create a diagram 
showing the position and orientation of all of the 
modules that are expected to be at the event. The set up 
may be done by a designated team or by the owners of 
the individual modules.

So this is my introduction. Future articles will cover my 
own experiences and observations related to the 
construction of my first Free-mo module: a list of 
materials, a platform for track and scenery, leg designs, 
wiring the module, track options, scenery, and 
transportation of the module. Your comments are 
always welcome.

A Free-mo layout in the process of being set up at the 
Spokane Fall Train Show.

Alan Ashton is the former Editor of 5th Division’s 
newsletter, The Goat.  He is leading the PNR 2017 
Convention’s Free-mo exhibition in Spokane, and is 
interested in hearing from First Division Free-mo 
groups and individuals who want to learn more about 
Free-mo.  We will print more of his Free-mo articles as 
space permits, but you may contact him at abcja6730@ 
comcast.net and join his email list or get answers to 
other Free-mo questions.  

A Spokane club holds two swap meets each year (March 
and October) and there have been Free-mo modelers at 
the past two events. At the show in March the Free-mo 
layout had about 150 feet of main line and is expected to 
grow at future shows. 
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Model Train Shows and Events

June - September  2016

June 15-19:  Pacific Northwest Region Annual Convention: Selkirk Express 2016, Salmon Arm, BC.  Info: 
www.selkirkexpress2016.ca.

July 3-10: National Model Railroad Association Annual Convention: Highball to Indy 2016, Indianapolis, IN.  
Info:www.nmra2016.org.

Sat. Sept 17: First Division Mini-Meet, East Bend Public Library, 9AM - 3PM.  More details will be provided 
in the September issue of Brakeman’s Rag.

Sept 17-18: Eastern Cascades Model Railroad Club Open House.  More details will be provided in the 
September issue of Brakeman’s Rag.

Local Railroad Clubs
These clubs are not affiliated with NMRA but have members in NMRA and have expressed an interest in hosting 

First Division members as guests and prospective new club members.

 The Atlantic & Pacific N-gineers meet near downtown Junction City.  They operate a permanent mobile 50’ x 
24’ L-shaped DCC layout that they display at shows in the region.  For meeting information, contact Mike 
Adams at mdadams006@aol.com or 541-913-5865.

The Corvallis Society of Model Engineers meets every Wednesday at 7 PM.  Visitors are welcome.  The club 
is located in an old gas station at 7155 Vandenberg Ave. in Adair Village, about 6 miles north of downtown 
Corvallis on Highway 99W.  For information, visit club website at 

The Eastern Cascades Model Railroad Club and the associated Live Steamers meet on Wednesdays at the 
club house, 21540 Modoc Lane (off Ward Road east of Bend), 7-9 PM. Info:  or (541) 
317-1545.

The Ochoco Valley Railroad Club meets most every Sunday, 2-4 PM in the club house on the Crook County 
Fairgrounds.  Contact Brad Peterson at (541) 447-6158 or Glenn Edmison at (541) 617-1110. 

The Rogue Valley Model Railroad Club meets on (usually) first Saturday of the month, 10 AM at Medford 
Railroad Park.  Contact Ron Harten at sprucerr@earthlink.net. 

The South Coast Train Club is forming.  Beginners to master modelers are welcome.  Meetings are held on 
third Monday of each month 7 PM at NextHome All State Real Estate, 777 Bayshore Drive (northbound 
US101), Coos Bay.  Contact Marvin Selzer at 541-888-5080 or csrr100@yahoo.com.

The Umpqua Valley Model Railroad Club meets Thursday nights at 7 PM in the basement of the law offices 
at 880 SE Jackson St. in Roseburg, OR.   The club has a modular railroad layout in one room and is building 
additional modules.  For information, contact Nick Lehrbach at lehrbach@rosenet.net.

The Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club meets the second Saturday of each month at 7 PM at the 
Springfield Utility Board Energy & Conservation Services Building, 223 A St., Springfield.  For 
information, contact Lee Temple at ttandt@ram-mail.com.

www.csme1959.org.

http://www.ecmrr.org/



Paid advertisements

Advertising rates for one year are:
2 x 3 1/2” 3 x 3 1/2” 4 x 3 1/2”

Commercial $24.00 $36.00 $48.00
Club  20.00  30.00  40.00
Classified  16.00  24.00  32.00
Individual RR Pike  12.00  18.00  24.00

11

The Brakeman’s Rag is the newsletter of First Division, 
Pacific Northwest Region, National Model Railroad 
Association.  The newsletter is published quarterly.  All 
NMRA members residing within the counties of 
Benton, Coos, Crook, Deschutes, Douglas, Jackson, 
Josephine, Klamath, Lane, Lincoln, and Linn in Oregon 
are considered to be First Division members.  First 
Division has no dues.  The Brakeman’s Rag is 
transmitted by email and posted on our web page.  
Members who do not have email service receive the 
newsletter by U.S. mail with black and white photos.
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Brakeman’s Rag

This newsletter doesn’t automatically produce itself, 
nor is it prepared somewhere back east by National.  
Leaders of groups listed on the previous page, who want 
free advertisement of their activities, should send info 
for the following four months two weeks prior to the 
beginning of every third month of the calendar year.  
The next deadline is August 17.  

Material from outside the Division is selected to fill 
empty space and to advance model railroading for our 
readers.  First Division members who want to write are 
welcome to contact the Editor at any time and discuss 
matters.  You may also send a photo and caption of 
something you built or detailed  to the Editor.  
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