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Happy Holidays
By Rich Pitter

 
he holidays are a wonderful time to be involved in our hobby.  Some of us recall that our first model trains 
were Christmas presents. For some of us, that fascination grew and inspired us to pursue the hobby.  For Tmany of us in NMRA, the fascination led to us learning and honing our hobby-building skills.  

 
     We hope you will take time to relax and engage in model railroading over the holidays, and that you will continue 
to enjoy the hobby through 2019.  When you have a spare moment and want to relax, try to read or watch something 
about model railroading.  It may be a hobby magazine or, for those of you with Internet access, something online 
from the NMRA Members Only area or from other topics on the web.  Whether building a layout, an operating 
turntable, or a structure, be it a kit or scratch-built, there is a trove of information on Railroad-Line Forums, where 
people post their progress through their "builds."
 
     The holidays evoke sentiments of peace and harmony. Sometimes news or personal issues, can barge in and 
destroy our contentedness.  If the issue is urgent (like a stopped-up toilet), we deal with it at once; otherwise, we may 
benefit by taking a break to recharge ourselves.  Immersing one's self in a hobby project can be therapeutic. 
 
     You may want to take an armchair adventure in model railroading by reading about new tools and technologies.  
Model railroad technologies are really accelerating of late.  The January 2019 issue of Model Railroader lists some: 
laser cutting, 3-D printing, color computer-generated decals, and so on.  These technologies can present you, if you 
are so inclined, with adventures in exploration and achievement.
 
     Or set up an oval of track around your Christmas tree and dress it up with holiday adornments that evoke a twinkle 
in one's eye.  Whatever you choose to do over your holidays, relax and enjoy.

*  *  *
 
     First Division suffered a hiccup through much of 2018.  As Superintendent, I am the one to blame for this; I 
apologize and assure you that we are in the process of getting back on track.  We can use your help.  We have mini-
meets scheduled for May and August of 2019, and plan to have one in fall, as well.  You can help by participating and 
perhaps presenting a clinic or make-and-take workshop.  Let me know what you would like to help with.  We also 
have a newsletter, the Brakeman's Rag, which needs photos, articles, and other materials.  I can explain the 
newsletter thus: its first responsibility is to communicate Division events to enable communications with 
leadership. As space is available, we will inform members of other clubs and events within our region, provided we 
are informed.  Additionally, in order to make the newsletter into "our newsletter," we would like to include 
contributions from members.  Please send your articles, photos, and other model-related material to us. 

Believe it or not, the PNR Convention for 2020 is only sixteen months away, and First Division is hosting it.  If 
you’ve never attended an NMRA regional convention before, plan on coming--better, plan on helping out.  We have 
need for people to help in almost every area.  You are invited to volunteer for a leadership position and help the 
convention committee make our convention an interesting experience for all who attend.

Thank you.
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First Division News

ur Brakeman’s Rag has resumed publication after missing two issues.  We apologize for the lapse, but ask 
each of our members to understand that this is a publication For First Division an By First Division.  It is the Oprincipal mode of communication to all our members and consequently it requires each and every member 

to be an active source of information.  This is not hard.  You can send information to the newsletter by sending mail 
or email to our editor.  We are looking for all things relevant to model railroading--photos, model building, tips and 
techniques, and articles.  We would appreciate more coverage of Mini-Meets and model railroad events throughout 
the region covered by First Division.

Glenn Edmison has resigned from his position as our division’s AP Chair.  We have appointed Jeroen Gerritsen 
to that position.  He is responsible for communicating our AP progress to PNR.  Additionally, he serves as your 
primary contact whenever you have a model for Merit Award or Achievement Program evaluation.  Whether or not 
you know what documentation you need, you should contact Jeroen in advance of having models evaluated.  We 
plan our mini-meets to provide time for evaluations after completion of the scheduled program, but Jeroen needs to 
be informed 3 or more weeks in advance to make sure you are prepared and the evaluation group is ready.  Jeroen 
also receives all AP documentation and forwards it to PNR.  This includes Golden Spike Award documentation.  His 
email address is shown on page 7.  Members without email may write to Superintendent Rich Pitter for forwarding 
to Jeroen.

Last spring, First Division held a mini-meet in Albany, hosted by Charlie Hutto.  Several clinics were presented 
and a good time was had by all.  

In June, First Division held a mini-meet in Eugene, hosted by Rich Pitter.  The focus of this event was a make and 
take project presented by Ed Schaenzer, MMR, featuring an HO or On30 scale track cleaning appraratus.  Contest 
results:  Rolling Stock: HO scale referigerator car by Bruce McGarvey;Structure: HO scale country barn by Bruce 
McGarvey; Photograph: SP 4449 by Bruce McGarvey; Miscellaneous: N scale Communications Unit by Aaron 
Gibbons; Overall Favorite: N scale Communications Unit by Aaron Gibbons.

Our fall mini-meet was held in Medford, hosted by Bruce Kelly.  Presentations 
included Bruce’s descriptions of the NMRA Annual Convention in Kansas City and an 
interesting demonstration by Bruce on making commercial resin castings for Micro-
Scale Trains.  Bruce also led a group discussion of model railroad pod-casting, an 
exciting new application of model railroad communications.  Only one model was 
entered in the contest.  The Frosty Hollow Hoisting Works, an HO scale industry by 
Rich Pitter, received the Miscellaneous award. 

For the past five years or so, Christopher Jones has served as our Contest Chair.  He 
asks for another member to step up and handle the post.  Basically, the position involves 
setting up the contest tables at each mini-meet, tabulating votes, and announcing the 
winners.  Contact him at lllandcij@aol.com for more information.



3

Brakeman’s Rag             December 2018

s part of Achievement Program requirements 
for Civil and Electrical Engineering, I chose to Amake a 19-degree crossing.  On my N-scale 

layout, I wanted to have switching on both sides of the 
crossing, requiring run-around moves and spotting cars 
in different locations of an industrial area.

I built the crossing on a template found on the Fast 
Tracks website.  They disclaim that the template may 
not be completely accurate, but I read information and 
watched videos online showing how others had used 
their templates to build turnouts and other types of 
crossings.  In support of their business, I bought all my 
materials from Fast Tracks, including the rail and ties.  I 
used their jigs to file the frogs and to bend the 
guardrails.  Because I only needed one crossing, I did 
not want to spend the money for the assembly jig, so I 
worked with their template.

After gluing the template to a manila envelope, I 
then sprayed adhesive on top of it.  I attached copper-
clad PC ties to the paper.  The ties make a good surface 
for soldering the rail to, and afterwards are scribed to 
maintain electrical separation of the rails.  The sprayed 
adhesive held things in place while working on the 
project.

Then came the hard part: forming four frogs and 
getting them soldered and properly fit.  If you look 
closely at the first figure, you will see my first attempt, 
which was less than successful.  (1) Blobs of solder 
looked bad and affected both the electrical separation of 
the rails and operation; (2) The guardrails were not 
properly bent; and (3) Rails were not properly aligned.

In short, the crossing did not work.  Failure is 
always an option as long as you learn from your 
mistakes.

The second attempt worked out much better.  The 
frogs were made to a much tighter tolerance.  The 
soldering was much cleaner.  Guardrails looked better.  
Rails were aligned.

The best part was that the crossing worked!  After 
applying power and control switches, I could operate 
locomotives through the crossing in both directions.  
The crossing earned a merit award, and was part of 
my success in obtaining an AP award in Civil and 
Electrical Engineering.

Lessons Learned: I Hand-Built a Crossing
By Charlie Hutto

In summary, building a 19 degree crossing in N 
scale requires some detailed work, but is well worth 
the effort.  My knowledge and abilities increased and 
I made something useful for my layout.  If you are not 
already participating in the Achievement Program, I 
encourage you to do so.  It may get you out of your 
comfort zone, and give you an opportunity to learn 
how to do something new.
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Upcoming First Division Mini-Meets

Saturday, May 4.  First Division Mini-Meet, Myrtle Point.  We will meet at the Coos County Fairgrounds, 
711 Seventh St.  Doors open at 9 AM with coffee and donuts.  Program begins at 10.  Roger Rasmussen, 
owner of Coastman’s, will lead a Make & Take workshop on how to build conifer Trees using products 
from his company.  We will present the progress on the upcoming PNR Convention that First Division will 
host in 2020.   A model contest will be held and members may bring model railroad items for sale (bring 
tables for sales).  If you want to present a clinic, contact Christopher Jones.  Lunch items will be available 
for purchase at the mini-meet and a First Division Board Meeting, which is open to all members, will be 
held during lunch.  Local model layouts will be open for viewing after the Board Meeting concludes.  For 
more information, contact Christopher Jones, lllandcij@aol.com.

Saturday, Aug. 3.  First Division Mini-Meet, Eugene.  We will meet at the Gainsborough community 
clubhouse, 2555 Lansdown Rd.  Doors open at 9 AM with coffee and donuts.  Program begins at 10.  We 
would like to present a Make & Take workshop, and welcome people coming forward with ideas..  We will 
present the progress on the upcoming PNR Convention that First Division will host in 2020.   A model 
contest will be held and members may bring model railroad items for sale (bring tables for sales).   
Members who would like to present models for Merit Award evaluation should contact Jeroen Garritsen at 
least two weeks in advance of the mini-meet.  Several clinics are also planned.  Lunch items will be 
available for purchase at the mini-meet and a First Division Board Meeting, which is open to all members, 
will be held during lunch.  After lunch, we expect several layouts to be open for viewing.  For more 
information, contact Rich Pitter, richpitter@aol.com.
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Upcoming Model Train Shows and Events

 If you notice an error or omission in the listing for your club, please encourage your club leader to provide 
First Division with the correct information.  The Editor regrets missing, out-of-date, or incorrect 
information. Check with the contacts provided for up-to-date information about meetings and events. 

2018

December 14 - 16.  South Coast Train Club
Model Train Show is at the Pony Village 
Mall,  North Bend.  For info, contact 
Peter Brandt, pcb904@gmail.com.

2019

Jan. 23-27. WCMRC Show at Valley 
River Center, Eugene.  For info, 
contact Lee  Temple, 
ttandt@ram-mail.com.

Saturday, May 4.  First Division 
Mini-Meet, Myrtle Point.  We will meet 
at the Coos County Fairgrounds, 
711 Seventh St.  Doors open at 9 AM 
with coffee and donuts.  Program begins 
at 10.  See description p. 3.

May 10-12 South Coast Train Club Model Train Show at Pony Village Mall, North Bend.  For info contact 
Peter Brandt, pcb904@gmail.com.

May 29 - June 2.  Pacific Northwest Region Convention, Kootenay Express 2020.  Cranbrook, BC, Canada.  
Information: www.kootenayexpress2019.ca.

July 7 - 13.  NMRA 2019 National Convention, celebrating the 150th anniversary of completion of the 
Transcontinental Railroad, is on July 7 - 13 at Hotel Little America in Salt Lake City, UT.  The NMRA 
National Train Show is on July 12 - 14 at Southtowne Expo Center, Sandy, UT.

Saturday, Aug. 3.  First Division Mini-Meet, Eugene.  We will meet at the Gainsborough community 
clubhouse, 2555 Lansdown Rd.  Doors open at 9 AM with coffee and donuts.  Program begins at 10.  See 
description p. 3.

(Continued next page)
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Local Railroad Clubs

These clubs hold meetings and other events within the First Division boundaries. If a club wants to post meeting 
or event information, it may contact the Editor at richpitter@aol.com. 

 The Atlantic & Pacific N-gineers meet near downtown Junction City.  For information, contact Mike Adams 
at mdadams006@aol.com or 541-913-5865.

The Corvallis Society of Model Engineers meets in Adair Village, about 6 miles north of downtown Corvallis 
on Highway 99W.  For information, visit club website at 

The Eastern Cascades Model Railroad Club and the associated Live Steamers meet in Bend. Info: 
 or (541) 317-1545.

The Ochoco Valley Railroad Club meets in the Crook County Fairgrounds, Prineville.  Contact Brad Peterson 
at (541) 447-6158 or Glenn Edmison at (541) 617-1110. 

The Rogue Valley Model Railroad Club meets in Medford.  For information, contact Ron Harten at 
sprucerr@hughes.net or Bruce Kelly at wilmingtonnorthern@sprynet.com. 

The South Coast Train Club holds meetings in Coos Bay.  It is a 100% NMRA club.  Contact Peter Brandt at 
pcb904@gmail.com.

The Umpqua Valley Model Railroad Club meets  in Roseburg, OR.   It is a 100% MMRA club.  For 
information, contact Nick Lehrbach at lehrbach@rosenet.net.

The Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club meets in Springfield.  For information, contact Lee Temple at 
ttandt@ram-mail.com.

www.csme1959.org.

http://www.ecmrr.org/

Leaders of model railroad groups who want free advertisement of their activities, should send info for the following 
four months two weeks prior to the beginning of every third month of the calendar year.  The next deadline is 
February 15.  Information on activities for March through July 2018 is  appreciated.

 

Advertising rates for one year are:
2 x 3 1/2” 3 x 3 1/2” 4 x 3 1/2”

Commercial $24.00 $36.00 $48.00
Club  20.00  30.00  40.00
Classified  16.00  24.00  32.00
Individual RR Pike  12.00  18.00  24.00

(Continued from last page)

2020

April 20-24.  Pacific Northwest Region Convention: Make Tracks to 
Eugene 2020 will be hosted by First Division and will be held at the 
Valley River Inn in Eugene.  Contact Rich Pitter at 541-636-3833 or 
richpitter@aol.com for more information.
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The Brakeman’s Rag is the newsletter of First Division, 
Pacific Northwest Region, National Model Railroad 
Association.  The newsletter is published quarterly.  All 
NMRA members residing within the counties of 
Benton, Coos, Crook, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas, 
Jackson, Josephine, Klamath, Lane, Lincoln, and Linn 
in Oregon are considered to be First Division members.  
The Brakeman’s Rag is transmitted by email and posted 
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Brakeman’s Rag

on our web page.  Members who do not have email 
service receive the newsletter by U.S. Mail.  First 
Division members who want to write articles are 
welcome to contact the Editor and discuss matters.  You 
may also send a photo and caption of something you 
built or detailed to the Editor.  Material from outside the 
Division is selected to fill empty space and to advance 
model railroading for our readers. 
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