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UPCOMING MINI-MEET
March 24, 2018.  Doors open at 8; Program starts at 9

Grace Bible Fellowship Church
33990 McFarland Rd, Tangent, OR

harlie Hutto will host our upcoming mini-meet 
on March 24, 2018,  in Tangent, a few miles Csouth of Albany.  The mini-meet will include 

clinics, a model contest, door prizes, and layout tours.  
AP evaluations will also take place.

We will meet at Grace Bible Fellowship.  The 
church is located at 33990 McFarland Rd.  To get there, 
take I-5 to Exit 228 and follow OR 34 westbound 
toward Corvallis.  Then take the OR 99E exit  and 
proceed northbound for about a mile.  Turn left on 
McFarland Rd.  The church is about a quarter mile 
down the road on your right. 

Doors will open at 8 AM and the program will begin 
at 9 AM.  About noon, the clinics will conclude and 
lunch will be available for people who pre-register.  
After lunch there will be a board meeting, which all 
members are invited to attend, followed by AP 
evaluations.  In the afternoon, layout open houses will 
be available.  Lunch will be sandwich fixings.  Charlie 

asks that people contact him a week or more in advance 
so he can arrange the food and drink.  Cost will be 
$5.00, payable at the mini-meet.  Contact Charlie at 
charliehutto@hotmail.com or 541-990-5192.  The 
phone number accepts both voice and text.

We are reminded not to sell or trade model railroad 
items at this mini-meet.  Otherwise, we will have a 
model railroad contest (locomotive, rail car, 
miscellaneous, structure, and photo categories, with a 
$25 prize for the best-of-show winner), and members 
are also invited to bring their models for display only if 
they wish.  Members who wish to have models 
evaluated for AP awards should contact Glenn Edmison 
(gedmison@aol.com) in advance so you are informed 
of the documents required for evaluation.  

Finally, if you are interested in giving a clinic or 
presentation, or in showing your layout, contact Charlie 
soon so he can plan the program.

A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
By Rich Pitter

ave you made a model railroading resolution 
for 2018 yet?  If not, then don’t delay.  How Habout something that you can enjoy doing 

while you improve your skill level? Check the Gold 
Spike and Achievement Program requirements and ask 
yourself if working towards those isn’t already on your 
“druthers” list. (See https://www.nmra.org/ 
education/achievement-program.)  If you enjoy model 
railroading,  you’ll enjoy the hobby more with 
enhanced skills and abilities.  Write down your 
resolution, such as: “RESOLVED: To work toward an 
NMRA achievement award.”

There are several opportunities to get Merit Award 
evaluations each year (division events, regional 
conventions, and the NMRA convention), but by 
volunteering for a regional committee for PNR 2020, 
you begin to accrue monthly points toward the 

Association Volunteer certificate.  Delaying will cost 
you “time units,” since you earn one time unit per month 
for being on a regional committee (two if you are the 
committee chairperson), starting with the month you 
enlist and ending 1-2 months after the convention when 
committee work concludes.  

There are other convention opportunities for time 
units.  If you exhibit a free-mo module at the convention 
or open your layout for a tour, you earn 3 units per day 
(max 6 per regional event), if you serve as a regional 
contest judge, you can earn 2 units, and you earn 2 units 
for each clinic presentation of a topic after the first 
(which may qualify for the Author certificate).

Association Volunteer also accepts time units at the 
division level.  Serving on our Board of Directors or on 
a division committee accrues ½ unit per month, and 
serving as an officer on the board accrues 1 unit per 
month.  Displaying your layout at a mini-meet accrues 3 
units.  Call me and let’s get you started.



Brakeman’s Rag             December 2017

2

SOUTH COAST TRAIN CLUB
CHRISTMAS SHOW

he South Coast Train Club of the Coos Bay, 
Coquille, and North Bend region hosted a highly Tsuccessful holiday show in the Pony Village 

Mall in North Bend on December 15-17, 2017.
Mall visitors entered a vacant store area and were 

greeted with over a dozen interesting layouts and 
helpful club members who talked about their layouts 
and model railroading.  First Division also manned a 
table and presented some of the benefits of joining 
NMRA.

snap track and running with DCC control while he 
worked on various modeling projects.

Peter Brandt exhibited a small, new N scale layout 
that operated superbly, showing viewers how reliable 
the small scale has become in recent years.  The layout 
was also nicely scenicked.

Michael Robbins displayed his O scale Lionel Polar 
Express layout with its holiday theme.

Christopher Jones operated an HO layout using 

Ed Schaenzer, MMR, set up three On30 trains on 
snap track, including a figure-eight that mesmerized 
viewers when the locomotive just about touched the 
caboose each time it went through the crossing.

Ed Schaenzer, MMR, also displayed his On30 
portable layout with a sawmill, log pond, and nearby 
town.  The highly detiled buildings are constructed 
from kits, except for several outhouses.
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Paul West set up an HO scale layout using snap track 
and including a variety of structures to capture the 
excitement of running model trains.

Andrew and Mary Debraun displayed an interesting 
HO scale diorama that includes foreground topography 
and a backdrop that adds depth.

Marvin Selzer presented an HO scale layout that 
packed lots of interesting scenes in a small space.

Jim Davenport  operated several  t rains 
simultaneously on his large, portable, HO scale layout.  
His layout contained many small scenes that captured 
the interest and fascination of viewers young and old.

A view of Jim Davenport’s HO scale layout includes 
a 9-hole seaside golf course (foreground) that makes 
Pebble Beach tame in comparison.

Trent Kulm presented a beautifully detailed HO 
scale layout set with a German theme, including the 
elaborate scratch-built bridge in the background.

Peter Brandt of the South Coast Train Club arranged 
the venue for the event.  Christopher Jones took the 
photographs presented in this article.
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LET’S START ROLLING DOWN THE 
TRACK TO PNR 2020

By Rich Pitter

irst Division will host PNR 2020.  The place and 
time will be set before PNR 2018, which will be Fheld in Portland in late May this year.  We need 

your help to pull this off successfully.
At the bottom of page 1 of this newsletter, I explain 

that, by volunteering to help, you can earn significant 
time units towards the Association Volunteer 
achievement award.  Most of the convention planning 
communications will be by email, or mail if you don’t 
use email.  

The chart below is my draft of what we want, so that 
we can offer a wonderful experience to attendees from 
throughout the region and beyond.  Notice that chairs 
earn 2 time units per month and that committee 
members earn one time unit per month.  Jack Hamilton 
tells me that you cannot earn points in multiple 
committee positions, but we welcome people to be 
chairperson of one committee and help with another.

If we hold the convention in April and if you 
volunteer for a position this January, you will get credit 
for at least 29, more probably 30, months.  Each 
committee chairperson who helps throughout this 
process will have 58 to 60 time units.  The achievement 
award requires 60 time units.  Time units are also 
awarded to division directors, officers, and leaders for 
matters unrelated to the convention.

Regardless of what you and I have talked about 
previously, I need your commitment to put you on this 
chart and begin your volunteer service for PNR 2020.  
Send me email at richpitter@aol.com, call me at (541) 
636-3833, or send me mail at 2430 Northampton, 
Eugene, OR 97404.  I will start the official ledger for the 
convention and, when things wrap up about a month or 
two afterwards, I will mail you documentation of the 
time units you have earned for your PNR 2020 efforts.

The chart below shows what we think we need, and 
subject to revision, so help me out if you will.

And, if you give clinics, host a layout tour or operate 
the free-mo layout at the clinic, or judge the model 
contest, you will earn additional points.  

Get onboard now for PNR 2020.  Thank you.
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Upcoming Model Train Shows and Events

 If you notice an error or omission in the listing for your club, please encourage your club leader to provide 
First Division with the correct information.  The Editor regrets missing, out-of-date, or incorrect 
information. Check with the contacts provided for up-to-date information about meetings and events. 

2018

First Division Spring Mini-Meet Saturday, March 24, doors open at 8 AM.  Grace Bible Fellowship, 33990 
McFarland Rd., Tangent.  Contact Charlie Hutto, charliehutto@hotmail.com, for information.

Pacific Northwest Region Convention is on May 30 - June 3 at the Red Lion Jantzen Beach in Portland, OR.

First Division Summer Mini-Meet date and location will be announced soon.   Contact Rich Pitter, 
richpitter@aol.com.

NMRA 2018 National Convention is on August 8 - 12 at Kansas City Convention, Kansas City, Month  The 
NMRA National Train Show is on August 10-12 at Bartle Hall, Kansas City.

First Division Fall Mini-Meet location and date
will be announced soon.  The meet will be
held in Rogue Valley.

South Coast Train Club Model Train Show is on
December 15-17 during mall hours, at the
Pony Village Mall, North Bend, OR.  For info,
Contact Peter Brandt, pcb904@gmail.com.

2019

NMRA 2019 National Convention, celebrating the 150th anniversary of completion of the Transcontinental 
Railroad, is on July 7 - 13 at Hotel Little America in Salt Lake City, UT.  The NMRA National Train Show 
is on July 12-14 at Southtowne Expo Center, Sandy, UT.

2020

Pacific Northwest Convention PNR 2020 will be hosted by First Division.  Contact Rich Pitter at 
richpitter@aol.com or 541-636-3833 to help with convention planning and presentation.  Convention date 
and location will be finalized soon.
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Local Railroad Clubs

These clubs  have members in NMRA and have expressed an interest in hosting First Division members as 
guests and prospective new club members.

 The Atlantic & Pacific N-gineers meet near downtown Junction City.  They operate a permanent mobile 50’ x 
24’ L-shaped DCC layout that they display at shows in the region.  For meeting information, contact Mike 
Adams at mdadams006@aol.com or 541-913-5865.

The Corvallis Society of Model Engineers meets every Wednesday at 7 PM.  Visitors are welcome.  The club 
is located in an old gas station at 7155 Vandenberg Ave. in Adair Village, about 6 miles north of downtown 
Corvallis on Highway 99W.  For information, visit club website at 

The Eastern Cascades Model Railroad Club and the associated Live Steamers meet on Wednesdays at the 
club house, 21540 Modoc Lane, Bend (off Ward Road east of Bend), 7-9 PM. Info:  or 
(541) 317-1545.

The Ochoco Valley Railroad Club meets most every Sunday, 2-4 PM in the club house on the Crook County 
Fairgrounds, Prineville.  Contact Brad Peterson at (541) 447-6158 or Glenn Edmison at (541) 617-1110. 

The Rogue Valley Model Railroad Club holds formal meetings on the third Tuesday of each month, 7 - 9 PM.  
Operating sessions are held on the third Sunday of the month.  Call first.  Informal work sessions are held 
every Saturday at the clubhouse.  From April through October, Open House is held on the second and fourth 
Sunday of each month from 11 AM to 3 PM. For information, contact Ron Harten at sprucerr@hughes.net 
or Bruce Kelly at wilmintonnorthern@sprynet.com. 

The South Coast Train Club is forming.  Beginners to master modelers are welcome.  Meetings are held on the 
third Monday of each month 7 PM at NextHome All State Real Estate, 777 Bayshore Drive (northbound 
US101), Coos Bay.  Contact Marvin Selzer at 541-888-5080 or csrr100@yahoo.com.

The Umpqua Valley Model Railroad Club meets Thursday nights at 7 PM in the basement of the law offices 
at 880 SE Jackson St. in Roseburg, OR.   The club has a modular railroad layout in one room and is building 
and operating free-mo modules.  For information, contact Nick Lehrbach at lehrbach@rosenet.net.

The Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club meets the second Saturday of each month at 7 PM at the 
Springfield Utility Board Energy & Conservation Services Building, 223 A St., Springfield.  For 
information, contact Lee Temple at ttandt@ram-mail.com.

www.csme1959.org.

http://www.ecmrr.org/

Leaders of model railroad groups who want free advertisement of their activities, should send info for the following 
four months two weeks prior to the beginning of every third month of the calendar year.  The next deadline is 
February 15.  Information on activities for March through July 2018 is  appreciated.

 

Advertising rates for one year are:
2 x 3 1/2” 3 x 3 1/2” 4 x 3 1/2”

Commercial $24.00 $36.00 $48.00
Club  20.00  30.00  40.00
Classified  16.00  24.00  32.00
Individual RR Pike  12.00  18.00  24.00
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on our web page.  Members who do not have email 
service receive the newsletter by U.S. Mail.  First 
Division members who want to write articles are 
welcome to contact the Editor and discuss matters.  You 
may also send a photo and caption of something you 
built or detailed to the Editor.  Material from outside the 
Division is selected to fill empty space and to advance 
model railroading for our readers. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7

