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Important Information about Fall Mini-Meet
You are receiving this newsletter early because of necessary changes, for this meeting only, from our usual pattern
of meetings. This meeting is scheduled to allow members to attend the annual open house of the Eastern
Cascades Model Railroad Club, a renowned community event. Originally this event occurred in October. This
year, the club has changed the date to September. Therefore, we had to change the date of our meeting. It will be
well worth it. The meeting date is September 15, in Bend.
Featured are both the venerable 1900 feet of trackage of the HO scale layout of the club in its own building with
an out of doors, 7-1/2 “ guage railroad operated by the Central Oregon Area Live Steamers (COALS) , a division
of the local club.
The HO layout improves every year as scenery is added and upgraded. The layout includes mainlines and
branches, and is divided into a number of operating districts serving communities, and industries - each under the
control of a local member/operator. The entire layout can be operated by a double cab and the dispatcher. This
was designed as a DC layout and, unless something new has been added, remains so.
The larger outdoor layout has added track during the year to bring the total trackage to more than 1/4 mile. This is
basically a figure 8 with a long branch line. Rides are free and very popular with families in the area. It includes a
staging yard, round table, transfer table, passing sidings and the newer branchline section. Members have worked
diligently to be sure their layouts are ready for visitors, Parking is available near both the clubhouse and the
outdoor trackage. See the club’ web page for more info and pictures: http/www.ecmrr.org/
Please note that time in our meeting schedule to visit this layout is in the morning. This also is a change from our
usual pattern where layout visits were scheduled in the afternoon. This time the regular meeting will begin at
12:30 pm, following the tour to ECMRC and lunch. This allows for travel time to Bend, a board meeting and
lunch at several handily nearby restaurants.
SITE FOR MEETING: The meeting will be in the meeting room of the East Bend Branch of the the Deschutes
Public library. at 62080 Dean Swift Road, #170., just off Highway 20 in east Bend .The phone there is (541) 3303760. There are 5 restaurants within a short walking distance,and the meeting site is only a short distance from
the ECMRC Club site just off Ward Road a short distance further This will be available to us starting at 11:00
AM. Rich Pitter, our new Education Director is working hard to plan a slate of clinics in a new format. Mark
your calendars now, and plan to bring a friend. A map and directions follow:
1

2

Agenda for Mini-meet:
I suggest that you locate the meeting site on your way to the open house site, Please plan to park in back of the
library, across the street in the lot by the bank, or on the street. Remember, we do not have access to the meeting
area until 11 am. After you have located the site, continue East out Highway 20 to Ward Road (see blinker there)
turn right and continue until you see Modoc Lane on the right. Turn down the hill to the parking area,.
9:30 am

Arrive at ECMRRC for tour. Park in marked parking lot. Officially they do not open until 10 am,
but you will want to walk around the club house to the round table, transfer table and staging area,
all club built.. Get in line early for a ride on the outdoor railroad. Save time to see the HO layout
in the club house. Keep your eye on your watch so you can have lunch and be back at the meeting
site by 12:30.

11:00 am

Meeting room opens, Meeting of the Board of Directors in that room.

12:00 Noon

Lunch at any of 5 restaurants in the vicinity.

12:30 pm

Mini-meet begins in meeting room of East Bend Library. There will be a full afternoon of clinics.

4:00 pm approximately. Meeting adjourns. Clean up of meeting area.
Have an enjoyable and safe trip home.

Superintendant’s Report:
Soon it will be time for our Fall mini-meet in Bend. The drive to Bend – for those of us in the Valley or Coast area --is
beautiful. There will be lots of things on the agenda so if nothing else, come see a really nice outdoor railroad.
The previous issue of the Brakeman Rag mentioned our First Division grant program. To date I have not received a
single request. Please look over the rules and requirements and if you think your club or group qualifies, submit your
request.
I will not be at the mini-meet since I had a long standing commitment to be elsewhere but that should not keep you from
enjoying a visit with fellow model railroaders.
Dirk Kruysman
Superintendent

One of the interesting bits of Oregon railroad history concerns the battle between two railroad pioneers to build a railroad East of the
Cascades. This article is courtesy of Oregon’s Dry Side, Alan D. St. John,, Timber Press, Portland, 2006.

Railroad Wars

From 1909 to 1911, one of the most dramatic struggles in the West’s saga of pioneer railroad expansion took
place in Central Oregon. For two years, the construction crews of two of the nation’s most powerful railroad
magnates, James J. Hill of the Great Northern Railroad, and Edward H. Harriman of the Union Pacific, fought
their war up opposite sides of the Deschutes River Canyon from the Columbia River to Bend.
One lucrative goal spurred this competition: the vast stands of ponderosa pine that bordered the young town of
Bend. A long awaited connection to this remote community promised transportation for this wealth of timber, to
markets of the outside world. Large Minnesota lumber firms already had long range plans for the area. Both Hill
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and Harriman knew the railroad company that arrived at Bend first would win the shipping contracts.
The race was on. More than just a race, the long grueling battle between these tycoons rowdy work crews
demanded stamina and masterful engineering skills. As early as 1855, the government’s Pacific Railroad Survey
had explored this frontier and reported that the deep rugged gorges of this inhospitable land presented inaccessible
barriers. It concluded that building a railroad up the Deschutes River was impossible. Undaunted by these
negative pronouncements, both companies went into action.
Hill’s Great Northern project was the Oregon Trunk Line, while Harrimans’s Union Pacific project was the
Deschutes Railroad. Before construction began, both companies undertook legal maneuvers, buying stock to
acquire important holdings and block each other. Hill scored an important coup when he obtained a strategic site
for a railroad crossing on a major Deschuted tributary, the Crooked River. Before legal surveys could be fully
completed, both crews set up camps at locations along the canyon, the Deschutes Railway taking the East bank of
the river and the Oregon Trunk Line claiming the West side. Hill’s men gained a head start by beginning work
under cover of darkness during the night of July 26, 1909. The following morning, the Harriman crew discovered
that their wagon road for transporting supplies had been sabotaged and was impassible. The no-holds-barred
battle had begun in ernest.
Through the first hot summer’s work, each side used
many tactics to discourage and slow the opponent’s
progress. Periodically, several men would swim across
the river at night, find the other crew’s store of blasting
powder, and explode the entire supply. At other times
shooting occured, crews taking potshots at each other
across the canyon. No one was actually hit, but the
shootings did intimidate would be workers.
Within a few months, as autumn’s cooler weather
arrived, the first heat of battle subsided. The companies
now fully concentrated on the backbreaking work of
blasting, digging, hauling and clearing a railroad bed up
both sides of the rocky gorge. Thousands of men
labored with hand tools and wheelbarrows and laid track
for two year,
After a total cost of twenty five million dollars, James J. Hill drove in a final spike made of solid gold at the
railroad’s terminus in Bend on October 6, 1911. More than two thousand celebrants watched the
ceremony that marked the end of this unusual railroad war. By 1928, the tracks had been extended south
from Bend to connect with the Western Pacific Line in California.
To the East, Prineville needed its own connecting railroad, as this community also had large timber resources in
the adjoining Ochoco Mountains. In 1918, this small town constructed its own line that extended west down the
Crooked River to connect with the north-south mainline along the Deschutes. This unique railroad is still cityowned and in operation.
Note: The more complete history of this bit or railroad history can be found in the book entitled The Deschutes River Railroad War,
Leon Speroff, Arnica Publishing, Portland, 2007.
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Model Railroad Time Table of Coming Events:
Sep 12-15 - Bellevue, Washington - SP&S Historical Society Convention, more at: www:spshs.org
Sep 15-16 - Bend, OR, Eastern Cascades Model Railroad Open House, Bend, OR. For info,
http://www.ecmrr.org/
Sep 22 – Portland Oregon – Grand opening of the Oregon Rail Heritage Center, 2250 S.E. Water Avenue
More info: www.orhf.org or (503) 680-8895. This will be your first chance to see this new facility that will
house Loco 4449, SP&S Loco 700 and Oregon Railroad * Navigation/Union Pacific Loco 197.
Oct 13 – Vancouver, Washington – 38th Annual Great Train Swap Meet, Hudson Bay High School, 1206
E Revere Street, 9:30 am to 2:30 pm. More info: Richard Renihan, (360) 892-3410.
Oct 20-21 – Klamath Falls, Oregon – 5th Annual Klamath Falls Show and Sale Event, Klamath County
Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall “A”, Sat 9 am to 5 pm. Sun 9 am to 4 pm. See poster following.
Nov 24-25 - Annual Rogue Valley Railroad Show, Medford Armory, Medford OR.
2015 - NMRA National Convention to be held in Portland, Oregon. More information later.
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Division 1 Grants Available Again
Members will be pleased to know that Division 1 now has some discretionary money to use for grants.
The money is available, upon application to the Board of Directors. Applications must follow a particular set
of guidelines, and should be received by the Division 1 Superintendent, Dirk Kruysman by August 1.
Guidelines are included in the following copy of the Boards policy This information is also available at the
Division 1 website.
Tunnel Country Grant Rules:
The following rules for the Tunnel Country Grant Program were agreed upon by the Board Of
Directors on April 17, 2010.
1) The project must encourage model railroading as promoted by the NMRA.
2) Requests should be limited to no more than two pages in length.
1) The project should be described in a clear and concise manner.
2) The request must include a summary of other sources of income and operating
expenses.
3) The person submitting the request must be a member of the organization and a
member of the NMRA.
1) The organization must be located within the geographical boundaries of the
First Division.
2) The name of the leader of the applicant’s group must be included.
4) Previous grant receivers must include a short summary highlighting the organization’s
use of previously awarded funds when applying for a new grant.
5) Grant requests must be submitted (post marked) between April 1st and Aug 31st of
each year.
1) The requests are to be mailed (either by US Mail or e-mail) to the First Division
Superintendent.
2) The requests must be received by the Superintendent at least one week
before the Fall BOD business meeting.
3) The evaluation of the requests and a decision on the dispersal of funds will be made by the
Board of Directors at the Fall BOD business meeting. The dispersal of the grants awarded is
at the sole discretion of the BOD.
1) The total amount of grants distributed annually is limited to the gross annual interest
income from the proceeds received from the “Full Steam to Eugene” NMRA
convention. All, some, or none of the funds may be awarded.
2) Previous award winners will receive lesser consideration than new applicants. This
includes, but is not limited to the following considerations:
1) How many grants were received in the past.
2) How much grant money was received in the past.
3) How recently the grants were received.
3) The BOD will announce the results to all applicants.
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Division 1 Officers

Division 1 Board of Directors

Board Chairman Dirk Kruysman
(541) 673-6341
E-Mail: dutchdirk@charter.net

Bill Howell
(541) 258-3272
E--Mail: pbnrr@centurytel.net
Nick Lehrbach
(541) 672-1453
E:Mail: lehrbach@ rosenet.net
Dirk Kruysman
(541) 673-6341
E-Mail dutchdirk@ charter.net
Gene Neville
(541)745-5502

Chief Clerk Nick Lehrbach

(541) 672-1453

E-Mail: geneneville@earthlink.net
James Dougall
(541) 779-8725

E-M ail: lehrbach@rosenet.net
Paymaster (541) 673-6341

Dirk Kruysm an

E-Mail: _________________

E-Mail: \dutchdirk@charter.net

W ebmaster: Bill Howell
See Division 1 W eb Page at:

Glenn Edmison
E-Mail: gedm ison@ aol.com
Education Director: Rich Pitter

(541) 617-1110

Newsletter Editor: Glenn Edmison

http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/

Advertising
Advertising rates for one year are:
2 X 3-1/2"
3 X 3-1/2"
Commercial
$ 24.00
36.00
Club
20.00
30.00
Classified
16.00
24.00
Individual RR Pike
12.00
18.00

4 X 3-1/2"
48.00
40.00
32.00
24.00

Send your ready-made ad (as a (pdf graphic), or the editor can lay it out from your mockup.
Subscriptions
This publication is distributed quarterly as a benefit of membership, either as hard copy or electronically.

7

8

