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Schaenzer Presented Master Model Railroader Plaque

As announced in the last issue, Divison 1 Superintendent Edward Schaenzer is now MMR #438. There
were some delays in getting his plaque from the NMRA national office, but it finally arrived. Board
member and PNR Treasurer Dirk Kruysman presented the award at the Medford Train Show, witnessed
by board members Bill Howell, left, and Bruce McGarvey, right. The occasion raised well deserved smiles
from all present. Three hearty big cheers for Ed for his achievement, and the inspiration provided for all.
.
Spring Mini-Meet Date Set
The Spring Mini-meet will be held April 30 at the Douglas County Library. This is located at 1409 NE
Diamond Lake Blvd. near downtown Roseburg. This is a wonderful meeting site, arranged by Nick Lehrbach.
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You will not want to miss this one. Make plans now.
The doors will be open at about 8 am. The meeting will start at 9 am. Please do any unloading, and park in the lot
just to the east of the library to leave the main lot available for regular library users. As always, Nick is looking
for presenters for clinics. Here’s a chance to earn some points for the NMRA Volunteer Achievement Award.
Contact Nick at: lehrbach@rosenet.net Also, judges will be available for merit judging if you let Glenn Edmison
know you will be bringing items to judge. If anyone needs to call the library, the number is 541-440-4305
Bring a Guest
We are working hard to increase membership and attendance. The more, the merrier. How about bringing a
friend who is interested in model railroading? Or a model railroader who might be interested, but is not a
member? How about the next generation of model railroaders? Also, remind others that you know are members.
Can we beat the 60% attendance ceiling?
Superintendent’s Report
•
Those of you who don't subscribe to NMRA Magazine may not know there's a section on our
website devoted to reporting the same NMRA news found in The Bulletin section of the magazine
every month . This information can be found at www.nmra.org/membership/bulletin/bulletin.html.
•
I would also like to remind you about the "Division Business Car" column (also known as
NMRA@Home) found in NMRA Magazine every-other month. It's written by Jim Zinser, MMR, and
features interesting summaries of articles he's found in Division newsletters from all around the
world
•
John Stevens, our national Boy Scout coordinator, wanted me to forward this to everyone: In
order to create the most secure environment possible for its youth members, the Boy Scouts of
America (BSA) has developed numerous procedural and leadership selection policies for its
adult leaders. Effective June 1, 2010, those policies included Youth Protection Training. After that
date, no adult may register with the BSA as an adult leader in any capacity without first completing
this training. The training is good for two years and can be accomplished online. The training can
be found at www.scouting.org. Across the top of the page find and click My Scouting. You will be
required to create an account which will then allow you access to the training. Upon completion of
the training, you will be able to print a certificate of completion which should be included with your
next Adult Leader Application. The whole process should take less than an hour. If you have any
questions, contact John Stevens at scouts@hq.nmra.org.
•
Trainfest, which takes place in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and is operated by the WISE Division of
the NMRA, set an all-time attendance record this November when 23,476 people walked through
their doors. It's the highest attendance in the event's 39-year history.
•
Next time someone asks you what you want for Father’s Day, or Mother’s Day your birthday,
or wedding anniversary, or Christmas, or even Valentine’s Day, or what ever, suggest a gift of an
NMRA membership. That is a gift you will treasure all year.
The folks at x2011, the Sacramento 2011 Convention, report that they've now implemented RSS
feeds from their website. Attendees and potential attendees can simply subscribe to the RSS
feed and they'll receive email messages when items are added or changed on the website. Go
to www.x2011west.org and click on the orange RSS box.
Incidentally, the x2011 online registration system is up and running. Presently it's
limited to convention registration, but once tour information is released, registrants will also
be able to sign up for tours and extra fare events online. Not only will this be convenient,
but registrants will be able to see immediately if a tour is sold out.
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Message from Jack Hamilton, PNR President
Medford 2012 – PNR and PCR - Across Region Borders
You may have heard some rumors or whispers about some kind of joint effort between Pacific Northwest
Region and Pacific Coast Region to hold a joint convention in 2012. Well, it’s not rumor- it is reality. What
started in 2008/2009 as general discussion has now moved into the planning stages and a team of
representatives from the two regions is working to bring the event to life. There is still a lot of work to be
accomplished and some of the planning is taking a back seat to the NMRA 2011 Convention in Sacramento.
However, there are some things that are already decided.
The Joint Convention will be held in Medford, Oregon on May 2 through 6, 2012. The Convention venue is
the Medford Red Lion Hotel. The room cost is $82.00 (plus Tax) per night, single or double occupancy. All
“inside” activities (Clinics, meetings, contest, etc.) are planned to be conducted in the hotel. Several
significant outside activities are in the planning stages.
The planning team, comprised of both PNR and PCR members, is currently working out the provisions of a
Memorandum of Understanding to cover convention activity and fiscal arrangements as well as moving
foreword on arranging convention related events and activities.
For the next few months (through about August 2011) you will not hear much about the 2012
Convention. However, rest assured that planning is in progress to offer the very best talent and
activities available within the two regions and the Medford area. Mark your calendar, figure out
how to get to Medford, and get ready for some real model railroad enjoyment.
*

*

*
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Minutes of Fall 2010 Board Meeting.
Minutes of the meeting of the First Division, Pacific Northwest Region, NMRA
The board met at the Fall mini-meet held in Corvallis, Oregon on October 16, 2010.
The meeting was called to order by Superintendent Ed Schaenzer at 12:05 PM. In attendance were Bruce
McGarvey, Dirk Kruysman, Gene Neville, Len Soper, Glenn Edmison, and Nick Lehrbach. Bill Howell was
absent.
The reading of the minutes of the last meeting was dispensed with as copies were given to each member.
The Treasurer’s report by Dirk showed a net income of $40.00 for the year to date. We currently have
$1267.74 in checking and two CDs worth $21,866.07 and $5078.52
Reports:
Glenn reported that 76 members are receiving the Brakeman’s Rag electronically and 24 are still being mailed.
Glenn reported for the AP program that judging was needed in Bend.
The education and membership chairs are open at present. Volunteers or recommendations are invited.
Ed suggested that we purchase a digital projector for audio/visual support. Cost would be $500 to $1000 and
he will pursue getting a quote.
Grants:
A request was received from the Lane Society of Model Engineers for grant funds primarily to add signals to
their layout. Bruce made a motion to give them $250 and Gene seconded it. It was approved unanimously.
Joint PNR/PCR convention:
There was a lot of discussion about the convention planned for Medford on May2-5, 2012 at the Red Lion
Motel. The PNR board has approved it but PCR has not yet met. PCR has sent $1000 for the motel
reservation and PNR has approved $1000 for seed money. Ed Schaenzer will represent PNR and Jim Long
may represent PCR if approved. Doug Auberg has agreed to head the Clinic committee and ED gave each
board member a list of candidates for other committee heads.
Spring Mini-meet:
The Spring meet will be in Bend and the Fall meet in Eugene
Meeting adjourned at1:00 PM
Respectfully, Nick Lehrbach, Secretary

4

AP Judges Visit Bend
Working Group
Division 1 AP Judges were in Bend on October 30
to visit an in-place layout of Glenn Edmison who
had requested evaluation of his Oregon Short Line
Railroad for four NMRA AP Program Certificates:
Master Builder - Scenery, Model Railroad Engineer
- Civil, Model Railroad Engineer - Electrical, and
Master Builder - Prototype Models. They are
shown here seated around a work table near the
layout.
Members are reminded that this service is available
to any member who has a non transportable layout.
The applications are now in the hands of the PNR
AP Chairman, Jack Hamilton.
Dirk Kruysman, Edward Schaenzeer and Gene Neville Oct
30, 2010

From the Spring Mini-meet:
Winners of Favorite Model Prizes: Blue ribbons went to winners of each category as follows:
Locomotives: Nick Lehrbach for his locomotive model.
Miscellaneous: Nick Lehrbach for his hand made tree..
Photographs: Glenn Edmison for his picture of the UP 844 returning from its tour.
Rolling Stock: Fredric Smith for his Freight car.
Structures:

Nick Lehrbach for his HO Structure

Favorite Model: Lee Temple for his locomotive. - Grand prize ribbon and $25 cash.
AP Judgiing: Fred Smith presented his model box car for AP judging and was awarded in excess of the
required 87 ½ points.
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Clinics

Jerry Boudreaux Layout Visits

Bill Howell on DCC Troubleshooting

Tom Pryor on Using Sound Card Parts

Attentive Group for Clinics

Model Exhibits

Locomote Models

Rolling Stock

Structures

Photographs

Miscellaneous Models

Lee Temple - Favorite Model
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"You Might Be a Model Railroader If"

. you walk into your favorite hobby shop, and the employees immediately say, "Hi, [your name], we'll get the
boss for you."
. you've ever plunked down half your paycheck for equipment in your favorite scale, and then wondered what it
would be like to model in a different scale.
. you've ever sold a perfectly good freight or passenger car, only because the new superdetailed one you just
bought makes the old one look bland.
. you really agonize over decisions like, "Should I buy flowers for my wife or a pair of turnouts for my new
staging yard?"
. you talk about your favorite scale with the zeal and fervor of an evangelist promoting his religion.
. you see a piece of plywood, and your first thought is to imagine what kind of layout could be built on it.
. you haven't let your son play with "his" trains since last Christmas.
. you honestly feel that, if your wife buys a new video tape, that entitles you to buy a freight car, and a new outfit
for her means an engine for you. Fair is fair.
. you've ever gotten into a debate over whether Kato is pronounced "kay-to" or "kah-to."
. you name the places on your railroad after your wife and children, mostly out of guilt for spending so much
time on the layout instead of with them.
. you've ever traced the route of a wire under your layout by pulling on it.
. brass isn't something you polish, it's something you paint and weather.
. you spend more on your model trains in a year than most Third-World nations spend on the real thing.
. the latest issue of Model Railroader arrives on the same day as your federal tax refund check, and you open the
magazine first.
. the latest issue of Model Railroader arrives on the same day as your state tax refund check, and the only reason
you open the check first is so you'll know how much you can afford to spend as you read the ads in the
magazine.
. you've ever bought a freight car you had no use for, just because it looked so nice, and then bought more just
like it, so it wouldn't look out of place.
. you've ever been tempted to send flame e-mail to someone whose only wrongdoing was outbidding you for
that special engine on eBay.
. your wife buys you a bag of ground foam and a box of Hydrocal for your birthday, and you're speechless with
joy.
. you hate watching The Addams Family because of what Gomez does to those gorgeous, rare tinplate trains.
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. you've ever suggested that your wife's ceramic Christmas village needs a train running through it.
. someone says he's finished his model railroad, and you sadly shake your head and say he's missed the point of
the entire hobby.
. your model trains run closer to schedule than CSX's do in real life.
. you have a manila folder (or a subdirectory on your computer) full of home-drawn trackplans that you know
you'll never build, but they're too good to get rid of.
. you look forward to the latest announcements from your favorite engine maker with more enthusiasm than a
six-year-old looks forward to Christmas.
. you think that three hours forming and mounting wire grab-irons on a caboose is time well spent.
. you never miss a chance to try and interest your children in your hobby, even your teen-age son who's in the
"cars" stage.
. you've ever poured your heart into showing off your layout for friends, and their only questions are, "How
much did all this cost?" and, "How fast can the engine go?"
. you sincerely believe that the concept of limited-run engines and cars was dreamed up by the Devil himself.
. you're setting up a simple Lionel train set to run around the Christmas tree, and you're mentally planning the
scenery and structures you'll need "to make it look right."
. you hate collectors, because they drive up the prices of the equipment you're trying to collect. (But you're going
to run yours, and that's different.)
. your wife assumes you can fix toasters, radios, and vacuum cleaners because "you know all about that wiring
stuff from working on your trains, right?"
. you've ever told yourself, "Never again will I try to mount tiny coupler springs while working over a shag rug!"
. you've ever felt smug because you found an inaccuracy in a published photo of somebody else's gorgeous
layout. Not that you'd ever say anything about it, of course.
. you've ever refused to buy a model freight car because the stencilled build date (which you had to squint to
read) is a year off from the era you're modeling.
. you've visited a hobby shop on a busy day, and wound up answering detailed questions for the customers.
. you justify the money you spent at a train show as "just doing my part to improve the nation's economy."
. your wife gives you something expensive but inappropriate, like an articulated stack car when you model the
50's, and you run it to avoid hurting her feelings, but the whole time, you're squirming inside.
. you can recite the plot line from at least five Thomas the Tank Engine episodes.
. you grumble through the entire family vacation trip because there wasn't time to stop at Northlandz.
. you refuse to buy an inexpensive, beautifully-detailed boxcar lettered for your favorite railroad, because the
real thing had fourteen ribs and the model has sixteen.
. you feel compelled to browse in the local mall's hobby shop every time you go near it, even though you know
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they charge list price and have nothing you need.
. you've ever run two or more identical cars in a train, and hoped no one else noticed that the road numbers were
the same.
. you've ever tried to justify bringing home a new freight car on the grounds that it's your wife's favorite color.
. you talk about the merits of DCC versus cab control at parties.
. hardly a day goes by without you making progress on planning the layout you're going to build someday.
. your family has ever eaten in the den because the kitchen table was buried in decals, tools, and detail parts for
your latest project.
. you've ever gotten defensive with your railroading friends about buying a model engine or car from a
manufacturer they hold in contempt.
. you've ever calculated how long your layout is in scale miles, and padded the number by adding the lengths of
the sidings and spurs.
. it constantly annoys you that the kits for model airplanes, cars, and boats in the hobby shop aren't made to
useful scales, like 1:87 or 1:160.
. you've ever told anyone, "I can quit buying freight cars any time I want!"
Helping the program to grow.
There are a number of ways NMRA members can foster new members in the hobby, and the organization,
and at the same time garner points toward the NMRA Achievement Award for Volunteer. .
One of those ways, discussed in an earlier issue of The Brakemans Rag is by serving as a Railroading
merit badge counselor for the Boy Scouts of America. If you would like to review the requirements for
this BSA award, see http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Scouting/BSA/Railroading_Merit_Badge. If you are
interested in becoming a counselor contact the office of your local council for the BSA
Another avenue is the Youth in Model Railroading organization (YMR) This is a national group
specifically designed for kids, ages 8-18, who want to learn about model trains, real trains, and how to
build things. YMR was establishe in 1996 in the Denver, Colorado areas with the purpose to provide a
club for youths that is educational and fun.
YMR is looking for team leaders to help start new divisions. For more information see the following:
www.ymr-online.org/.
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Historic Railroads in Oregon – This is one of a series of short articles about Oregon railroads. These are
excerpted, with thanks, from the book The Oregon Companion written by Richard H. Engeman, 2009, The Timber
Press, Portland, OR. They will be presented in roughly chronological order.
*

*

*

Southern Pacific Company (SP) Once a formidable corporation with tentacles throughout the American
West, the Southern Pacific railroad had its beginnings in 1865. SP built the western segment of the first
transcontinental line, completed to San Francisco Bay in 1869, and by 1883 had another continentspanning line from Los Angeles. In the 1880s the SP secured its ccontrol of numerous allied lines, and
in 1887 it leased the Oregon & California Raiload which by the end of the year completed the first and
only (until 1927) line connecting San Francisco and Oregon. By the middle 1890s SP controlled virtually
all of the extensive branch railroad lines in the Willamette Valley and a branch line to Yaquina Bay. In
the next three decades, the company extended its reach with new routes to Tillamook, Coos Bay and
Klamath Falls, and in 1927 completed a new California main line via Willamette Pass, called the Natron
Cut-off. Between 1914 and 1917 the SP electrified its lines from Portland to Lake Oswego, Forest
Grove, McMinnville, and, Corvallis to meet the new competetion of the Oregon Electric Railway’s
interurban lines in the Willamette Valley. The electric lines were discontinued in 1929, often replaced by
SP owned bus transportation. A great percentage of Oregon’s agriculture, timber and passenger traffic
was held by the SP in a near-monopoly until the 1950s. The SP ran several premier passenger trains
between Oregon and California, including the overnight Shasta Limited and its 1937 replacement, the
Cascade, and a dawn-to-midnight streamliner introduced in 1949, the Shasta Daylight, The SP
became involved in truck and bus transportation in the 1920s, and its frieight and passenger business
lost ground in the 1960s, Amtrak replaced the Cascade in 1971 with the Coast Starlight. The company
was in deep financial trouble by the 1980s and was purchased by the Union Pacific Railroad.
*

*

*

Sumpter Valley Railway Several Utah industrialists, among them David Eccles, formed the Oregon
Lumber Company in Baker City in 1889. The next year, the group began construction on the Sumpter
Valley (SV), a narrow gauge railroad built west toward the Blue Mountains to supply logs for their new
sawmill. They got as far as McEwen, some twenty-two miles, by 1891; not until 1896 did the rails reach
Sumpter; ten miles beyond McEwen. The line gradually extended into the mountains, to Whitney,
Austin, Bates, and finally, in 1910, to Prairie City, eighty miles from Baker City. From the Mountain
towns, Oregon Lumber and other logging outfits ran many miles of logging railroads into the woods.
The rise of auto and truck transport, as well as the national depression, caused the railroad to abandon
the westernmost twenty miles of track in 1933. But the war and heavy log traffic kept the company going
until 1947. By then, the Sumpter Valley was a legendary railroad anachronism; since most narrow
gauge lines had long before been converted to the national standard gauge, or had been abandoned.
The nostalgic esteem in which the SV was held led to efforts to re-create it, beginning in 1970. Sumpter
Valley Railroad Restoration has succeded in relaying several miles of track and acquiring locomotives
and other equipment that once operated on the line. Motive power is a venerable Heisler geared
locomotive, and a 2-8-2 Mikado. It currently operates as a tourist railroad. open from May to October.
For more info, go to the following on the internet: http://www.svry.com/
Ref: Shaw, Frederic J. Oil Lamps and Iron Ponies, a Chronicle of the Narrow Gauges, San
Francisco, Bay Books, 1949.
*

*
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*

Oregon Trunk Railway Without railroad service, the vast pine timber resources and the newly cultivated
and irrigated farmlands of Central Oregon could not be economically developed. The lure of timber and
the prospect of a new inland rail route from the interior Pacific Northwest to California precipitated a
railroad “war” in the early 1900s. Harney County rancher Bill Hanley was one of those who pushed the
idea on James J. Hill to build into Central Oregon. Hill was the financier behind the Oregon Trunk,
which began construction from the Columbia River up the Deschutes River canyon toward Bend in 1909.
At the same time, E. H. Harriman, head of the Union Pacific Railroad, began construction of the Des
Chutes Railroad from the same point up the same canyon – on the other side. By 1910, a truce was
declared in the risky and expensive war, and the two lines arrived in Bend in 1911 over the same,
shared, set of tracks. The route was eventually extended to Klamath Falls and into California in 1930 by
another one of James Hill’s lines, the Great Northern Railroad. The Oregon Trunk was owned and
operated by the Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railway through most of its history.
Ref: Speroff, Leon, The Deschutes River Railroad War, Portland, Oregon, Arnica Publishing, 2007
*

*

*

*

100 Years Ago. Oregon Trunk Railroad Starts Building Bridge over Columbia River in 1910.
The Oregon Trunk Railway bridge across the Columbia River is being built half a mile down from Celilo
station on the OR & N and just below the Tumwater falls. It will be nearly 4,000 feet in length and about
90 feet above the water of the Columbia. There will be 29 piers with 3 abutments and because of the
rocks on which the piers are built, there will be no underwater work. The longest span will be 320 feet.
The second span from the south approach is where the OR.& N road passes under the bridge. There is
to be a 250-foot drawbridge across the government canal. It is expected that the bridge will be ready in
a year and a half from now.
*

*

*

*

Club News:
Congratulations to Eastern Cascades Model Railroad Club for the most successful Annual Open House. It most
certainly is a popular event both among model railroaders, and in the community. There were continuous lines of
young and old waiting to see the indoors layout and to ride the trains. Children’s eyes were THIS big. This two day
event features both the club’s HO layout of over 1900 lineal feet, and the 1/8th size out door layout at their site just
east of Bend. Additions and improvements to both brought many awed comments from the attendees. If you missed
it, you missed a good one.
The Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club are involved in a continuous round of activities in the community.
On November 11-14 they were featured in the Food & Gift Festival at the Lane County Fair-grounds..
The Rogue Valley Model Railroad Club participated in the Klamath Falls Model Railroad Club’s Train Show on
October 21. RVMRC’s Show and Swap Meet in Medford on November 27-28 was an outstanding event. Bruce Mc
Garvey reports a new record in the number of attendees with over 5000. Here are a couple of pictures from the
event, courtesy of Bruce.
The Rogue Valley Show is sponsored and staffed by the five organizations based at the City of Medford’s Railroad
Park: the Southern Oregon Live Steamers, the Southern Oregon Chapter of the NRHS, the Morse Telegraph Club,
Southwest Oregon Large Scale Trains, and the Rogue Valley Model Railroad Club. All procedes are used to
maintain and expand the exhibits at the Medford Railroad Park.
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Willamette Valley Model Railroad Club held its Railroad Show and Swap meet at the Polk County Fairground s on
Dec 4. No report was received about the show..

Coming Events:

Looking ahead to events for 2011:

Jan 15-16 – The Great Train Expo, Cal Expo, Sacram ento, Calif. http://www.greattrainexpo.com /
Jan 27-30 - W illam ette Cascade Train Show at Valley River Center.
Feb 19-20 - The Great Train Expo, Portland Expo Center, Portland, Ore. http://www.greattrainexpo.com /
March – Annual Klam ath Falls Museum Railroad Show. Klam ath Rails and Rogue Valley Model Railroad Clubs.
Mar 12 – W interail 2011, Stockton, Calif. http://www.winterail.com /
Mar/Apr - ESPEE-N-OREGON 2010 will be held in Salem , Ore – springtim e. Date not set yet. Check web site for date and
location, http://espee-n-oregon.com /convention.htm l
April 9-10 - W illam ette Cascade 23rd Annual Railroad Show & Swap Meet, Eugene, Ore.
April 30 - Spring NMRA/PNR 1 st Division Mini-Meet in Roseburg
Jul 3-9 - X2011 W est, NMRA National Convention, XTRA 2011 W est, Sacram ento, Calif. www.x2011west.org
Sep 8-11 - SPH&TS Convention, Portland, OR. http:www.sphts.org/convention /
May 2-5 , 2012 - Joint PNR-PCR Convention, Medford, OR

Division 1 Officers
Superintendent Ed Schaenzer
E-Mail: edschaenzer1@verizon.net
Chief Clerk Nick Lehrbach
E-M ail: lehrbach@rosenet.net
Paymaster Dirk Kruysman
E-Mail: dutchdirk@charter.net

Dvision 1 Board Members
Bill Howell
E-Mail: pbnrr@ centurytel.net
Nick Lehrbach
E:Mail: lehrbach@ rosenet.net
Dirk Kruysman
E-Mail dirk@ cm span.net
Len Soper
E-Mail: dcnlgjm s@ earthlink.net
Bruce M cGarvey

(541) 396-2653

(541) 672-1453

(541) 673-6341

(541) 258-3272
(541) 672-1453
(541) 673-6341
(541) 896-0284
(541) 779-8145

E-M ail: iwcrr@charter.net
Gene Neville

(541) 745-5502

E-Mail: geneneville@ earthlink.net
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Advertising
Advertising rates for one year are:
2 X 3-1/2"
3 X 3-1/2"
Com m ercial
$ 24.00
36.00
Club
20.00
30.00
Classified
16.00
24.00
Individual RR Pike 12.00
18.00

4 X 3-1/2"
48.00
40.00
32.00
24.00

Send your ready-made ad (as a (pdf graphic), or the editor can lay it out from your mockup .

Subscriptions
This publication is distributed quarterly as a benefit of m em bership, either as hard copy or electronically.
Others m ay subscribe at the rate of $10.00 per year. Contact the editor.
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