
Electronic Delivery for Brakeman’s Rag  

This is the second of this newsletter to be delivered by E-mail to those members who have addresses on file with NMRA.  Hard copy

will continue to be delivered to those without E-mail addresses or who request the editor not to do so.  If you have an E-mail address

and did not receive this by that means, please help us by sending your address to the editor, gedmison@aol.com .  This will save

us almost two dollars for each non postal service delivery.  As in the past,, each issue will still be archived on the Division 1 web page

at : http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/   Also, if you did not receive an electronic Switchlist be sure to let Ed Liesse know at PNR.

We are pleased with this development as it opens the door to a better newsletter, including pictures, color, and length, then was possible

before due to expense.  We hope you agree.  

Minutes, Board of Directors, 10 October 2009 

Meeting called to order by Gene Neville, due to absence of Superintendent Ed Schaenzer at 12:50 in conference room of Eugene Water

& Electric facility during mini-meet.  Present were: Bill Howell, Len Soper, Dirk Kruysman, Bruce McGarvey, Gene Neville, Nick

Lehrbach & Glenn Edmison.

Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting were waived as they had been distributed to all board members.

The Treasurer’s report by Dirk Kruysman listed our assets at $28,174.49 with income of $1,787,59 and expenditures of $333.87 during

the past year.  Our cash position is low now, but certificates will mature soon.

New Business:

(1) Grant requests for “Tunnel Country” funds were received from three clubs, Lane Society, Willamette Cascade, and Umpqua Model

RR.  None of the requests was received prior to the date when they were due.  Later the Willamette Cascade withdrew their request. 

Bruce moved that due to the date problem and late CD maturation, that we not award any funds this year.  Seconded by Len and

unanimous approval.

(2) Glenn Edmison spoke briefly on the model contest.  We need to encourage model entry at the mini-meets.  The creation of several

different model categories and the awarding of ribbons or small cash prizes would help.  The board was encouraged to send a list of

categories to Glenn.

(3) Hosting of a Regional convention was discussed and a motion was made to host a convention in the Medford area in 2011.  It was

not clear if this was to be a joint convention with PCR or not.  The motion was seconded by Dirk and approved unanimously.  (We were

later told that the year is 2012, not 2011.  The new convention handbook was mentioned as an aid.

Lee Temple reported that the mini-meet had been funded by items donated by Ed Schaenzer and sold by Lee.

Meeting adjourned at 1:40         Signed:   Secretary,  Nick Lehrbach
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Spring Mini-Meet

Nick Lehrbach has volunteered to host the First Division Spring Mini-meet in Roseburg . The Mini-meet will be held at the Roseburg

library on Saturday, April 17, 2010. Doors will be open after 8:00 am with the mini-meet starting at 9:00 am. Attendees are requested to

use the parking lot across the street. Additional information will be posted on the Division One web site and be included in the next

issue of the Brakeman’s Rag.

Superintendent’s Report

In a Board meeting conducted by E-mail, the following was enacted:

New Favorite Model Contest Rules - Division 1 Board of Directors, 8 Dec 2009

The First Division BOD revised the Favorite Model Contest by passing the following motion:

“We require that a model contest be held at every First Division Mini-Meet. That the following categories are established for the

contest:

1  - Locomotives - Steam, Electric, Diesel or Hand-powered vehicle.st

2d - Rolling Stock - Freight, Passenger, Caboose or Non-revenue.

3d - Structures - On line or off line, no scenery or separate detail parts. Plain base allowed.

4  - Photographs - black & white or color - Photos must be submitted in accordance with the NMRA guidelines for photo entries. Ath

label or description must accompany the photograph. A member may enter up to three photographs. They may be black and white

and/or color and they may be of prototypes and/or models.

5  - Miscellaneous -complete trains, dioramas, modules, or any other models that do not fit the first four categories.th

Models can be scratch built or kit built. Factory built models are acceptable if the modeler has made some modification/additions to the

model. Some examples; super detailing a factory built locomotive or repainting a factory built freight car or building.

Further, only NMRA members can enter models in the contest. Members may enter up to three models in each category, and may

submit models in more than one category.

Only NMRA members can vote in this contest.  Members will be provided with a ballot where they can mark their favorite model in

each of the five categories and a sixth place to mark their overall favorite model. Awards will consist of ribbons for the first place

winner only in each category, even if there is only one entry in that category. The overall favorite model winner will receive a cash prize

in an amount determined by the First Division Board of Directors.  The First Division will provide award ribbons and ballots.

Anyone, including non-NMRA members may bring their models for display purposes only. These models must be identified as display

only and will not be entered in the model contest. Models entered by NMRA members in this contest can also be judged for

Achievement Program (AP), and models being judged for the AP can also be entered in this contest. Last, the sponsor of a mini-meet

will be responsible to provide space to display models.”

Ed Schaenzer,  Superintendent

For a list of Division Officers, see the Division 1 web page at:  http://pnr.nmra.org/1div/
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Scenes from the October Mini-meet

 Attentive Gr o  u  p    V   i e  w   s    P  r  o  g  r  a  m     V   i d  e  o                                         Nich Lehrbach’s Prize Winner

                 L  e  n    S  o  p  e  r  ,   C  o  l o  r  i n  g    R   o  c  k    C   a  s t i n   g  s                                  Outstanding Model Exhibit and Contest                 
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Boy Scouts of America Railroading Merit Badge
John Stevens, National Boy Scout Coordinator

Have you ever thought about where future model railroaders will be found?  Although there are areas within

the US where rail traffic is quite heavy, most of today’s youth have no interaction with railroads.  Most

travel today is done by automobile or airplane.  Of course, some major cities have a form of rail

transortation but in most cases it isn’t something you would think of modeling.  We know that there is a

great interest in trains with very young people today.  Have you ever tried to visit your local train museum

when Thomas the Tank Engine was there?  If you are a member of a club that hosts an open house,

remember the wide-eyed wonder expressed by the young folks attending.  But without seeing trains on a

regular basis, there is no reason to think that the youth of today will have any interest in becoming the

modelers of tomorrow.  Without the modelers of tomorrow, the number of modelers in this country will

surely shrink.  We all know what hapens to the the availability of good modeling supplies as the number of

modelers decreases.

One of the best ways that we model railroaders can grow in our hobby is by helping Boy Scouts earn the Railroading Merit Badge.  My

division has a program that we started in 2002.  We present our program twice a year at the local railroad museum.  We divide the merit

badge into learning stations and limit attendance to 30 Scouts so that we have only four or five at each station at any time.  We have

presented this rogram twelve times and had 289 Scouts earn the Railroading Merit Badge!  Presenting it is always a lot of work, but also

very rewarding.  What an excellent opportunity for you and the interested people in your community.  Why not plan something similar?

The National Board of Directors knows there are individuals and divisions throughout the NMRA who are doing a wonderful job of

presenting programs to help Scouts earn this merit badge, and similar programs for the general public.  Unfortunately, National doesn’t

have a record of those programs.  As the National Boy Scout Coordinator, I want to gather that information.  If you or your division

offers such a program and especially if you have an organized program for helping Scouts earn this meritbadge, I want to know about it. 

Please send a brief description to scouts@hq.nmra.org .  If you want to be active in this program, please contact me.

In Memorium   

One of out model railroaders has gone on his last trip.  Rusty’s Rivitless Railroad  has made a last

run by it’s owner, Max Herman Wimmer.  His HO layout, a 27 X 15 foot permanent layout, steam era,

with 40' freight cars and roof walks was located next to his home.

Some of you may not have known him, but he would often drop in to the club on occasions.  His

was one of out featured layout tours when we hosted the the 2001 mini-meet.  The following link is to his

obituary published in the Mail Tribune: 

http://www.legacy.com/mailtribune/Obituaries.asp?Page=Lifestory&Personld=1362560

“Rusty’s hands were huge, but not as big as his heart, and his kinship ties extended far beyond his

immediate family.  Many, many people found a dafe haven in the Medford home of forty-five years.  Those

huge hands could pland a tiny seedling, paint an HO scale train and stroke a cat with serenity........” 

Rusty, you’ll be missed. From Bruce McGarvey

.                                                                                  
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Club News  

Cascade Willamette RR Club Hosts Mini-Meet   by Lee Temple

Not since the early 1990's has the Willamette Cascade Model Railroad Club hosted a 1st Division PNR-NMRA in Eugene. With the

help of the club's board of directors we had a great time on October 10, 2009 at the EWEB Corporate Offices in Eugene. The event

lasted from 8:30 a.m. when the doors opened until approximately 2:00 p.m. when the people then left the building for tours of two HO

scale layout tours and a tour of a private railroad museum.

We had model railroaders from as far south as Medford, as far north as Salem, and and as far east as the Bend area. All total we had 43

people there and I was pleased we had several Willamette Cascade members there as well.

Clinics were done by Stew Mulford, Fred Miranda, Len Soper, Charlie Lange and yours truly. Stew talked about his draw bar pull

device he constructed, how it can measure how easily your freight car will roll at a certain percent grade, and several other technical

points for those so inclined. Fred did a clinic on our research and development 

for some new concepts for our modular railroad tables and how to ballast track at Mach 10 Speed. Charlie showed his production of

Milepost Memories and I was able to share a DVD on a documentary of the Eugene Yard as done by the Southern Pacific

Transportation Company circa 1970.

All the presentations were made better, clearer, and more easy to follow because Roger brought his arsenal of audio visual equipment

that made every seat in the cafeteria a good seat. Each clinician could even wear a microphone so everyone could hear what each person

had to say. Fred Miranda provided the camera for close up shots that could be viewed on the large screen placed in front of the group.

The people present did not have to leave the building for lunch because the meal was provided by Temple's Trains and Things. People

had a choice of white or wheat bread, four kinds of meat, three kinds of cheese, condiments, toppings for a very good sandwich

complimented by cup cakes provided by my daughter Wendy Stegner, as well as cookies, pop, water. Chips in a variety of flavors were

provided for free by club member Duane Ambron.

Walt & Stew Mulford had their HO scale railroad open, as did Mark Staffelbach's private railroad museum, and John Baxter had his

70% scenicked two level DCC operated HO scale railroad. The private museum and John's layout had never been seen by 1st Division

members before.

The 1st Division Board was able to meet after all presentations were done in a separate room off of the cafeteria to conduct 1st Division

business matters and many still had time to see the layouts and museum that were open.

A special thank you to Roger as he prepared all the maps, transfered my VHS movie of the Eugene Yard to DVD, the written

instructions, and a picture tour of how to get to each sight. This in turn was complimented by the special flyer provided by Eugene Toy

& Hobby so mini-meet participants could stop by their store for their 76th 

Anniversary Sale which had it's final day on October 10th.

We all heard many favorable comments about the day's activities and the layouts and museum that were open said they had a great time,

the people who visited were very cordial, and in summary it was "fun" for those who attended.

Umpqua Model Railroaders   Nick Lehrbach, President

The Umpqua Model Railroaders are continuing the construction of modules based on the Freemo concept in the basement

of a member's office in Roseburg. W e are using DCC by NEC and have about a dozen modules completed. W e are

currently working on controls for the Tortoise switch machines and haven't done any scenery yet. W e have enjoyed the

construction so far and are planning on building return loops this winter for an eventual expansion. 
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Coming Events:
 
@telus.net

Dec 26 - Jan 2, TACOMA, WA
14th Annual Model Train Festival at the Washington State History Museum, 1911 Pacific Avenue in Tacoma. 10
am to 6 pm every day. Multiple modular layouts in N, HO, O, and G, Kitsap Live Steamers exhibition, Playmobil
display, Operation Lifesaver booth, train play areas for the little ones. Visit the largest permanent model train
layout in WA state, built and operated by the Puget Sound Model Railroad Engineers (PSMRE) on the fifth floor.
Enjoy the excellent history museum exhibits. Info:www.wshs.org/wshm/festivals/modeltrains.aspx, or
www.wshs.org/wshm/ or call 253-272-3500. Museum entrance fees are $8 / 7 / 6 / 25 for adults, seniors, student
or military, and family, respectively. Children 5 and under are free.

Jan 16-18, SEATTLE, WA
36th annual Pacific Science Center show - 200 2nd Ave N, Seattle, WA. 10 am - 6 pm. The 4th Division, PNR
coordinates the model railroads, historical displays, and related activities for this show. This is an exhibition
show. No swap-meet or vendor sales. Child-interest activities and participation opportunities are encouraged.
Current fee, parking, and other facility information is at www.pacsci.org/visitorinfo/. Info:- Frank Dekker,
425-746-6964 (evenings), rekkedrails@juno.com, or Jeff Moorman, 206-367-2377, kb7rr@arrl.net or see
www.4dpnr.org/PSCshow.htm

Jan 23 (Sat), PORTLAND, OR
Spokane Portland & Seattle Railway Historical Society - Railroad Swap Meet. Holiday Inn - Portland
Airport. 10AM - 3PM Info: www.spshs.org

Mar 13 (Sat), CLACKAMAS, OR

The Willamette Model Railroad club presents 25th Annual Model Railroad Swap Meet at the New Hope Church
11731 SE Stevens Road. 10AM - 3PM. Admission $3.00, under 12 free. Tables are $18 each. Info:- Steve Cook
503-309-9543 or 503-236-1481. s.c00k@comcast.net Table requests can be sent to: Willamette MRC Swap Meet
P.O. Box 2621 Clackamas, Oregon 97015 

Sep 12-15, East Glacier Park, MT

Great Northern Historical Society Annual Convention                 
Info: www. gnrhs.org     

Sep 15-18, LYNNWOOD, WA    

Canadian International, PNR 2010 Regional Convention,
Embassy Suites Hotel
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        Photo Extras Courtesy of Lee Temple
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